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Welcome .............................................................................................................................. Tony Mercadante 

Invocation .................................................................................................................. Reverend Dave Herring

Breakfast

Presentation of the Second Class of the Uniontown Area High School Hall of Fame 
(Please Move to the Auditorium)

Opening Remarks ....................................................................................Master of Ceremonies, Jes Hutson

Uniontown Area School District  Superintendent ......................................................Dr. Charles Machesky 

Closing ................................................................................................................................. Tony Mercadante 

 Academics 
Pamela Jubin Balch
Michele J. Hooper

Judge Nancy D. Vernon

Arts
George J. Esper
Rich Rosendale

Julie Sages Turrentine

Athletics
Ray Gillian

Charley Hyatt
Raymond A. Parson

1925 Basketball Team

Coach
Bill Power

Administration
J. Vernon “Happy” Crawford

Special Recognition
Harry Fee
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EVENT OVERVIEW
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The Uniontown Area High School 
Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall 
of Fame was established in the 
Spring of 2013. The first class was 
formally inducted October 26, 2013 
at the Holiday Inn at a breakfast 
held for the occasion. This organi-
zation will recognize and honor the 
outstanding individuals and teams 
that Uniontown Area High School 
has produced over the years. These 
Inductees have distinguished them-
selves and brought fame or recog-
nition to the Uniontown Area High 
School through their outstanding 
accomplishments or contributions in 
academics, arts or athletics. Honor-
ing these individuals and teams also 
promotes a greater sense of school 
and community pride within the 
Uniontown Area School District.
To be nominated for the class of 
2015, one must have been em-
ployed by, attended or been a 
benefactor to the Uniontown Area 
School District; and graduated from high school at least 20 years ago. The actual selection process for 
induction will strive for diversity in terms of academics, arts and athletics. All living inductees must at-
tend the induction ceremony unless there are extenuating circumstances. If an inductee is unavailable 
to attend, his induction will be postponed, at the Board’s discretion. At this point another nominee will 
have the opportunity to be inducted. If an inductee is deceased, the Board will approve a representa-
tive to represent the inductee. All nominations will be reviewed by the Board and Committees before 
being promoted to the Induction selection process.  
Please visit our website at http://www.uhshalloffame.org.
For any suggestions for nominations for 2015, please visit: http://uhshalloffame.org/nomination-form/
and fill out the on-line form or download the pdf and email it or mail it.
If you would like a VIDEO of today’s event, please stop by the registration table and sign up or contact 
Anthony Mercadante at 724-430-0662 (home), 301-643-1499 (cell) or email acmerc@msn.com

ALMA MATER FIGHT SONG
Uniontown!    O  Uniontown!

Our Alma Mater dear

We Thy sons and daughters join

In hearty praise and cheer,

 Maroon  and  White  our  colors fair

 We’ll  love and cherish too

 Uniontown!    O    Uniontown!

To Thee we’ll e’er   be  true.

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the morning.
We’ll fight, fight, fight in the night.

Every Raider knows when the whistle blows,
We will fight whenever we choose.

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the morning.
We’ll fight, fight, fight in the night.

We are bound to win today,
As we travel on our way.

We will fight, fight, fight, fight, fight.

First Row (seated): Jim Anastasi accepting for Joe Anastasi, Judy Conn 
accepting for Orville Conn, Barbara Stephens Fostor accepting for Sandy 
Stephans, Dr. Maribeth Bozek Kuzmicki, Jean Everhart accepting for Abe 
Everhart. Second Row (standing): Dave Coldren, Carl Carbonara, Don 
Yates, Dr. Ronald Sepic, Dr. Gail Humphries Mardirosian, Marsha Constan-
tine accepting for Rich Constantine, Jane Grote. Third Row (standing):  
Robert Dvorchak, Chuck Cantalamessa, Ross DiMarco, M.D., A. Michael  
Pratt, Joseph Thomas
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UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL - 103 YEARS OLD
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The first school in Uniontown opened September 26, 1783 where the Fayette County Prison now stands, 
yards away from· where Henry Beeson announced the founding of the town at his mill in 1776.

A high school was established in 1885 on the third floor of the old Central School building (erected in 1868) 
at the northwest corner of Gallatin Avenue and E. Church Street.  Professor A. M. Claybaugh was the first 
principal and Miss Ella Peach was the assistant principal. Young George Marshall spent some of his high 
school years there  before transferring to a private school on Main Street.

A new building was eventually needed for the growing student enrollment, so property was purchased at 
146 E. Fayette Street. Back in 1861. Camp Lafayette was located there at Hustead Field.  The 85th Pennsyl-
vania Infantry Regiment organized there in late 1861 training for the Civil War where the William K. Power 
Stadium and the practice field now stand.

Andrew Cooper was the architect for the new high school. He would also design the new Central School 
building (1916) after the old school on East Church Street was torn down. The cost of the new high school 
was $90,975, with the heating and ventilation system costing $16,327.

There were 434 pupils on opening day, Monday, September 11, 1911: 46 seniors,  62 juniors,  103 sopho-
mores,  58 commercials,  and  165 freshmen.  Opening exercises were later held on Tuesday morning, No-
vember 21, 1911.  The school district superintendent  in 1911 was C.J. Scott. Professor F.W. Wright was the 
first high school principal and Ella Peach was the assistant principal.

The original building at the corner of Fayette Street and Wilson Avenue had an auditorium and a gymnasium. 
The old auditorium stood where the enclosed courtyard between the 1911 building and the 1955 gymna-
sium now stands. The Hustead house east of the school on Fayette Street later became the home econom-
ics  building. It was torn down in 1954 to make way for a new auditorium, cafeteria , and music room. The 
auditorium was later named for drama teacher Margaret Emelson.  A brick house on Wilson Avenue housed 
the art department years later.  The original gym was behind the old auditorium.  It had a low balcony and 
was so inadequate that games had to be held up at Lafayette Junior High.

In 1929, the three-story “Sophomore Alley” was added to the school on Wilson Avenue. Another wing of 
classrooms and a natatorium were also added in 1980/81 on Fayette Street, including the Lowell C. Newman 
Industrial Arts Section.

Over the last century, Uniontown High School proved to be “The School of Champions” through many great 
sports teams and coaches.  One name that stands out is A. J. Everhart.   A. J. “Abe” Everhart, Sr. was a long-
time coach at Uniontown High School and guided the Red Raiders to their first state championship in 1925.  
His grandson, A. J. “Joe” Everhart  III (track and cross country coach) has the basketball from that game as 
well as one player’s uniform. Thirty-seven years after that 1925 state championship, Coach Abe’s son, A. J. 
“Abe” Everhart, Jr., won the 1962 PIAA game against Norristown in March, giving Uniontown its second 
state basketball championship. The 1955 gymnasium has been named the A.J. Everhart, Jr. Gymnasium.

Then in November of 1962, Coach William K. Power’s Red Raiders Football Team won the WPIAL Class AA 
football title (without a playoff). The 1950 football stadium was later named after Coach Power.  There have 
been other state championship sports teams and athletes since then.

During the 1960’s, Uniontown High was first renamed Uniontown Joint Senior High School and then Union-
town Area Senior High School.  The district includes the city of Uniontown, the boroughs of Ohiopyle and 
Markleysburg, and the townships of Stewart, Wharton, Henry Clay, Menallen, and Franklin.

Thirty years after the 1980/81 renovation, in 2010/11, the high school underwent  another major renovation 
project. This  included  a  new  front entrance and stairwell between the 1911 section and the auditorium, a 
new back entrance, a new cafeteria, new classrooms, an auxiliary gym, more parking, and the renovation of 
all of the older sections including the enlargement of the main gym.
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SPONSORS

The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame and its committee members 
extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to those individuals and sponsors who made this undertaking possible 
through their financial support and backing.  It is truly remarkable what we can accomplish when we work 
together.  You can take pride in knowing you played a major part in bringing this endeavor to fruition.

Please support the businesses who have helped to make this all possible: 

Abby’s Gold and Gems

AutoLand Hyundai of Uniontown

Brothers Lazer

Cantalamessa Formals   

Carney’s Auto Repair Service

Chuck Seighman - State Farm

Communications Workers of 
America – Local 13000

Curry-Dyson VFW

Day Centennial Chevrolet

Dearth Funeral Home

Deberah Kula

Dimarco’s Bistro and Cantina

Donald M. Miller Roofing

Dr. Kimberley A. Zaremba

Dr. Larry John

Dr. Malcolm Stone

Dr. Mark Rabatin

Dr. Michael George

Dr. Ross DiMarco

Eddies Tavern   

Eric Fee for Harry Fee

Fayette CTI 
Joint Operating Committee

Fayette Honda

First Federal of Greene County

First Niagara Bank

Ford of Uniontown

Frick Tri-County Federal CU

Gene Huey

George’s Studio

Haky Funeral Home

Hap Crawford from Family

Holiday Inn

James Grill

James Vending

Jane Grote

Janney 

Jim Lucidi Insurance Agency

Jim Shorkey Uniontown

Joby’s Gulf

Joyce’s Fine Jewelry

Laick Design

Marsha Constantine

Meloni’s Restaurant

Michele J. Hooper

Mike Wood Toyota

Mom Maruca’s Pizza Shop

Nancy Vernon from Family

Neubauer’s Flowers

O.C. Cluss

O’Gillies

Pete Bozick

Piccolomini Custom Cabinets

PNC Bank

Randall Cramer

Ray Gillian from Family

Rhodes and Hammers Printing  

Rich and Judy Bierbower

Rich Jarina

Rich Kalich 

Rich Rosendale

Rizz’s

Scott Robatin Insurance Agency  

Sepic Orthodontics

Three Rivers Cardiac Institute

Titlow Tavern and Grille

Tri-Star Uniontown   

UAHS Web Design Class 
Tammy Marzano, Instructor

UHS Class of 1968

Uniontown High School

United Bank

University of Minnesota

University of Pittsburgh

Upper Room

West Virginia Wesleyan College
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The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame was established in the Spring 
of 2013. The first class was formally inducted October 26, 2013 at the Holiday Inn at a breakfast for the 
occasion. This organization recognizes and honors the outstanding individuals and teams that Union-
town Area High School has produced over the years. The Inductees have distinguished themselves and 
brought fame or recognition to the Uniontown Area High School through their outstanding accom-
plishments or contributions in academics, arts or athletics. Honoring these individuals and teams also  
promotes a greater sense of school and community pride within the Uniontown Area School District.

Please visit out website at: http://uhshalloffame.org
or visit our Facebook page.

HALL OF FAME 2013 TO 2014 PROJECTS
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Highlights of the 2013-2014 School Year
Recent Alumni Achievements and Possible Future Hall of Famers

• Braden Carei qualified for the state swimming and diving championships in the 1-meter diving competition.  

• Jade Bellotti (class of 2015) qualified for the state championship in cross-country, earning all-WPIAL ac-
colades.

• Johnna Purcell, earned Salutatorian and will attend Penn State University this fall.

• Jordan Pratt earned his way into the 1000-point club for the boys’ basketball team.

• Julie Friend (class of 2013) earned All-American status in the 3000 Steeplechase for the California of 
PA Vulcan track team earning 6th place at the NCAA Division II Track and Field Championships.  She also 
placed 3rd in the country at the USA Under-20 championships in the same event.

• Julie Gerber (class of 2014) qualified in two sports for the state championships:  cross country in the fall, 
where she earned all-state recognition running for twelfth place, and then qualified for the state champion-
ship in the 3200m run for the spring track and field season.

• Katie Burgess and Morgan Martin (class of 2014), with Caleb Patton (class of 2016), along with several 
classmates created the Uniontown Mosaic in the Grant St. parking lot.

• Nicole Bell (class of 2014) and Khani Young (class of 2015) both earned All- WPIAL Track and Field medals 
in the high jump.  

• Mallory Sanner (class of 2010) earned her second All-American status at 7th place in the Javelin for the 
Seton Hill Griffin track and field team at the NCAA Division II Track and Field Championships.

• Michaela Fisher (class of 2014) created the wet-cut mosaic for the Uniontown Art Club near the gymna-
sium and stadium entrance.

• Nate Edenfield, earned Valedictorian, and will attend American University this fall.

• Several students took Advanced Placement exams in biology, Spanish language and culture, English litera-
ture, calculus, American history, European history, and chemistry to try and earn college credit.

• Several Uniontown students and some Uniontown teachers took a trip to Paris, France and Barcelona, 
Spain over the winter break, spending New Years Eve and Day in Barcelona.

• The baseball team earned a WPIAL playoff berth this past spring.

• The boys cross country team qualified for the state cross-country championship earning WPIAL runner-up, 
and 8th place in the state.  All-state medalists were Nate Edenfield (class of 2014) and Brady Guthrie (class 
of 2014), with Nate Edenfield winning the WPIAL Championship.  

• The boys track team earned a WPIAL Playoff Semifinal appearance.

• The boys’ basketball team won the section championship, and made a great run for the WPIAL Champion-
ship, with another state playoff appearance.

• The girls’ basketball team earned a WPIAL playoff berth.

• The girls’ volleyball team earned back-to-back section championships.

• The golf team tied for the section title, with Luke Wallace (class of 2014) earning a state championship 
qualification.

• The softball team made an appearance in the WPIAL playoffs.  

• The Uniontown Drama club presented Shrek: The Musical. It was a great success with Jay Clinton playing 
the part of Shrek, Elyse Kaplan as Princess Fiona, and Bobby Basil as Lord Farquaad.

FUTURE HALL OF FAMERS
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Pamela Jubin Balch received her bachelor’s degree from 
West Virginia Wesleyan College and her masters and doc-
toral degrees from West Virginia University.  She has done 
postgraduate work at two Harvard University programs.

Dr. Balch is currently in her ninth year as President of West 
Virginia Wesleyan. She has served as President of Mayville 
State University, ND; Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Dean of the Faculty at Bethany College, WV; Vice Pro-
vost for Academic Planning at California State University, 
Chico; Associate Dean for Academic Affairs at San Diego 
State University, Imperial Valley Campus; Director of Teacher 
Education (San Diego State University); and Director and 
Faculty member of Graduate Programs in Teacher Educa-
tion at West Virginia Wesleyan College.

Dr. Balch wrote and directed a 1.6 million dollar Title III grant 
designed toward assisting non-traditional students in Cali-
fornia.  She is the author of many refereed journal articles 
and has presented numerous papers at national conferences.

Dr. Balch was Phi Delta Kappa Educator of the Year, Teacher 
Educator of the Year for California, Imperial County Woman 
of the Year, selected as an ACE Fellow, a recipient of the 
leadership award for dedicated service to North Dakota, 
Buckhannon Chamber of Commerce Business Woman of the 
Year, and Distinguished Alumna of West Virginia University’s College of Education and Human Services Hall 
of Fame.

She is currently Vice Chair of the Mountain East Athletic Conference, Vice Chair of the WV Independent Col-
leges and Universities Association, Chair of the Appalachian College Association, member of the Buckhan-
non Rotary Club, National Association of Schools and Colleges of The United Methodist Church, Presidents’ 
Independent Colleges Enterprise (ICE), Campus Compact, WV Science and Research Council, Region VII 
Planning and Development Council, and College Summit Advisory Board.

Dr. Balch has traveled to all fifty states and over 75 countries.

She is married to Patrick Balch, a retired professor from West Virginia University and San Diego State Uni-
versity.  They have a son, Paul, a civil engineer, in Phoenix and a daughter, Julie (PhD/MD) who completed 
her residency in orthopedic surgery at Ohio State University and is serving in a fellowship in pediatric hand 
surgery at Harvard University.

PAMELA JUBIN BALCH
ACADEMICS

20
14

 U
N

IO
N

T
O

W
N

 A
R

E
A

 H
IG

H
 S

C
H

O
O

L
 H

A
L

L
 O

F
 F

A
M

E



- 10 -

Congratulations  
to the

Class of 2014!

CONGRATULATIONS  
AND BEST WISHES 

TO ALL 2014  
INDUCTEES!

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon
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The Uniontown Area School District 

proudly supports the inductees  
who have helped establish  

the tradition of the School of Champions

Congratulations!

The Uniontown Area Board of School Directors
Dr. Charles D. Machesky, Superintendent

District Administration and Staff

 Academics 
Pamela Jubin Balch
Michele J. Hooper

Judge Nancy D. Vernon

Arts
George J. Esper 
Rich Rosendale

Julie Sages Turrentine

Athletics
Ray Gillian 

Charley Hyatt
Raymond A. Parson

Coach Bill Power
1925 Basketball Team

Special Recognition
Harry Fee

Administration
J. Vernon “Happy”  

Crawford
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Michele J. Hooper is President and CEO of The Directors’ 
Council which specializes in board advisory services and cor-
porate board of director recruitment, focused primarily on 
diversity candidates.  With over 20 years of corporate board 
experience, Ms. Hooper is an audit committee financial ex-
pert with significant experience leading the audit commit-
tees of several major companies, a highly regarded gover-
nance expert and business leader.

Ms. Hooper serves on the corporate boards of directors 
of PPG Industries, Inc. (Chair, Audit Committee) and Unit-
edHealth Group (Chair, Nominating and Governance). She 
retired in April 2012 from service on the AstraZeneca PLC 
board (Senior Independent Director and Chair, Audit Com-
mittee). Until its sale in July, 2011 Ms. Hooper served on the 
board of Warner Music Group (Senior Independent Direc-
tor and Chair, Audit Committee). She retired as Chair of the 
Audit Committee and board member of Target Corporation, 
and previously was a board and audit committee member of 
Seagram Company Ltd. and DaVita Corporation. 

Ms. Hooper is a board member of the National Association 
of Corporate Directors (NACD), and President, NACD Chi-
cago Chapter.  She has been a commissioner on the 2004 
through the 2013 NACD Blue Ribbon Commissions on gov-

ernance including Board-Shareholder Communications, Director Liability, Risk Oversight, and Board Evalu-
ations.  Ms. Hooper served as co-chair of the 2010 NACD Blue Ribbon Commission on Audit Committees.  
Ms. Hooper is a board member and former Vice Chair of the Center for Audit Quality (CAQ), a public policy 
organization serving investors, public company auditors and capital markets. She is Chair of the CAQ Work-
ing Group focused on Deterring and Detecting Financial Reporting Fraud. A Directorship Top 100 in Cor-
porate Governance awardee, Ms. Hooper is a frequent panelist, speaker, faculty member, and boardroom 
advisor on governance and board committee issues.  

Previously, Ms. Hooper served as President and Chief Executive Officer of Voyager Expanded Learning and 
of Stadtlander Drug Company, Inc.  Prior to joining Stadtlander, Ms. Hooper was Corporate Vice President, 
Caremark International Inc, and President of the International Business Group, responsible for the expan-
sion of Caremark into Europe, Canada and Japan. She began her career at Baxter International and from 
1988 to 1992, as President of Baxter Canada, Ms. Hooper led Canada’s largest health care and laboratory  
supplies company.

Ms. Hooper is a member of The Economic Club of Chicago, the Commercial Club of Chicago, the World 
President’s Organization (WPO), Executive Leadership Council (ELC), The Committee of 200, and The Chi-
cago Network. 

Ms. Hooper earned an MBA in Finance and Accounting at the University of Chicago and a BA in Economics 
at the University of Pennsylvania.        

          

ACADEMICS
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JUDGE NANCY D. VERNON
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Nancy Duffield Vernon was born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania 
and graduated from Uniontown Area Senior High School in 
1973. While in high school, Nancy was a majorette, a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society and the Student Govern-
ment Club. After graduating with high honors, she went on 
to West Virginia University where she earned a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in Psychology and a minor in English. Upon 
graduation, Nancy was employed by Fayette County Mental 
Health/Mental Retardation for a while until she realized that 
the legal profession could further her interests in counseling 
others afflicted with life’s issues and problems.

Nancy was accepted into the Duquesne University School of 
Law in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania graduating in June of 1980 
with a Juris Doctorate in the Law.

While at Duquesne, Nancy was President of the  Student  
Trial  Lawyers Association and won several moot court com-
petitions  for  Duquesne.  She  then recognized her love of 
the courtroom and its dynamics.

Upon graduation from law school, Attorney Nancy Duffield 
clerked for the Honorable Richard D. Cicchetti, President 
Judge of Fayette County. After successfully passing the 

Pennsylvania Bar Exam, she joined her father, William E. Duffield, Esquire, in the private practice of law in 
Uniontown. She maintained an active general practice of law for many years and was the first female criminal 
trial lawyer in Fayette County. She also worked as an Assistant Public Defender in Fayette County from 1980 
to 1982.

In 1990, Nancy married Rick Vernon, at that time a Magisterial District Judge of South Union Township.  In 
1997, Attorney Nancy Vernon joined the Fayette County District  Attorney’s   Office  as  an  Assistant  District  
Attorney  prosecuting   crimes  of domestic violence and sexual assault.

In 1999, Assistant District Attorney Nancy D. Vernon ran for the Office of District Attorney. She won the 
election and took office as the first female District Attorney in Fayette County history in January of 2000.

As District Attorney, Nancy Vernon established the Fayette County Drug Task Force acting as chief from 
2000 until 2010. During that time, she also served on the Fayette County Prison Board and the Court  
Advisory Board.

District Attorney Vernon holds the record of prosecuting more homicides and receiving more first de-
gree murder convictions, including two death penalty convictions, than any District Attorney in Fayette  
County history.

In 2009, District Attorney Vernon was elected as the first female Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of 
Fayette County taking her seat on the bench on January 4, 2010.

Judge Nancy Vernon is currently assigned to preside over all types of cases including Dependency Court 
where she decides cases involving abandoned, neglected and abused children of Fayette County.

ACADEMICS
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Judge Vernon is the mother of three adult sons. Following family tradition, her eldest son is an attorney in 
Uniontown and is an Assistant District Attorney of Fayette County. Judge Vernon’s second son is a Pennsyl-
vania State Trooper and her third son is the Manager of 84 Lumber in Uniontown.   She is a new grandmother 
of a six week old baby boy, Brantley.

Judge Vernon is a member of Trinity United Presbyterian Church where she is an Elder and sings in the choir. 
She remains active in the UHS Class of 1973 Reunion Committee.

Judge Nancy D. Vernon, a graduate of the UHS Class of 1973, is humbled by the fact that her judicial of-
fice overlooks Central Elementary School where she began her educational journey in the Uniontown Area 
School district in 1960 as a Kindergarten student. Education in Uniontown provided Judge Vernon with the 
foundation to go on to higher education and to graduate from law school as one of only seven women in a 
graduating class of over one hundred lawyers.

Judge Vernon is forever grateful for the foundation of learning she received from Uniontown High School 
and its many wonderful teachers.

JUDGE NANCY D. VERNON
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ACADEMICS

Congratulations to  
Judge Nancy Duffield Vernon – 
Uniontown High School Hall of 

Fame – Class of 1973 

Your family, 
Husband – Rick Vernon 

Children – J.W., Dan, Alyssa,  
Ben & Brittany
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GEORGE J. ESPER
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George J. Esper was born and raised in Uniontown, Pa. to 
immigrant parents from Lebanon. Esper was one of eight 
children. In 1949 he graduated from Uniontown High 
School.  He went on to college and in 1953 he graduated 
from West Virginia University with a bachelor’s degree in  
physical education.

While attending the University, he was manager of the fresh-
man football team and also worked in the Sports Informa-
tion Office. The coaching staff named him their “All-Ameri-
can Manager” and he was inducted into the WVU School of 
Physical Education Hall of Fame.

Esper began his career as a journalist writing a column for 
the University’s student newspaper, The Daily Athenaeum. 
During his senior year at WVU, he worked as a sportswriter 
for the Morning Herald newspaper in Uniontown and later 
as a police reporter for The Pittsburgh Press.

Esper joined the Associated Press (AP) wire service in 1958 
and has observed more than 30 years of service with their in-
ternational press corps. He is one of only 12 individuals des-
ignated by the Associated Press worldwide as an AP Special 
Correspondent.

He spent 10 years in Vietnam, from 1965 to 1975, cover-
ing the Allied Forces during the war in Indochina and was 
named AP bureau chief in Saigon in 1973 where he reported 

on the demise of the South Vietnamese government. While the war raged and Saigon was being evacuated, 
Esper refused to leave until he was expelled five weeks later by the Communist government.

He returned to Vietnam in 1984 for the first time since he was expelled. His three-week reporting trip cov-
ered more than 3,000 miles by land and air from Ben Tre in the Mekong Delta to Lang Son at the Chinese 
border.

In 1989, he returned again to cover American veterans who were going back to walk their old battlefields 
and to write a series of stories on Vietnam’s other victims, including Ameri-asian and Vietnamese children, 
Vietnamese veterans and Americans missing in action.

Esper also covered the Bermuda riots in 1977, the People’s Temple murder-suicide in Jonestown, Guyana in 
1978, the Miami race riots in 1980 and the presidential primaries in 1980 and 1988. In 1985, he was named 
a member of the new AP regional reporting team, covering the northeast. He covered the war in the Persian 
Gulf, heading AP operations in Saudi Arabia during Operation Desert Storm. 

Other important stories that Esper covered were the Bosnia Herzegovina conflict and the bombing of the 
Alfred P. Murrah Federal building in Oklahoma City.

Esper retired from the AP in 2000 after a 40 year career and accepted a professorship at his Alma Mata, 
West Virginia University. He taught journalism at WVU Perley Isaac Reed School of Journalism for 10 years.  

His honors and awards included: AP Managing Editors Top Performance Award for Vietnam Coverage, 
1975; Oversees Press Club Citation for Vietnam Coverage, 1975; National Easter Seal Society’s Communica-
tion Award for a story on a handicapped man born with cerebral palsy, 1981; New England Chapter of the 
Society of Professional Journalists, Yankee Quill Award for his contributors beyond the call of duty in the 
performance of his job and for having a broad influence for the good of journalism, 1985; and Heifer Project 
International Northeast Region Special Media Award for an article on one of its volunteers, 1987.

Esper authored The Eyewitness History of the Vietnam War, an accounting-of-soldiers story.

George Esper passed away February 2012.

ARTS
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T H A N K  Y O U

P A S S I O N      D E T E R M I N AT I O N

T E A C H E R S ,  C O A C H E S ,  S T U D E N T S ,  F R I E N D S  A N D  F A M I LY

U N I O N T O W N  A R E A  H I G H  S C H O O L  H A L L  O F  F A M E

T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y — A L L  O F  M Y . . .

F O R  T H E  H O N O R  O F  B E I N G  I N D U C T E D  I N T O  T H E

I  H A V E  A L W A Y S  F O L L O W E D  M Y  D R E A M S  W I T H

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  W H O  H A V E  I N S P I R E D  M E  T O  F O L L O W  T H O S E  D R E A M S

A N D

@RichRosendale RichRosendale

RichRosendale www.richrosendale.com

Be sure to watch Rich every Saturday morning on CBS's Recipe Rehab
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Richard Rosendale is one of under 70 Certified Master Chefs 
in the United States.  His classical training has taken him 
to Northern Italy, Germany, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Nor-
way, France and rated kitchens in the United States, includ-
ing Sous Vide training at the French Laundry, and multiple 
five-star restaurant stages across the country. He has men-
tored under several Certified Master Chefs.  Rich has been 
featured on several TV Food Network Series and Specials.  
Chef Rosendale has amassed over 48 national and interna-
tional medals.  He is internationally recognized as a fierce 
culinary competitor, having competed in over 45 national 
and international cooking competitions, including the pres-
tigious Bocuse d’Or.  He is also a certified professional ice 
carver.  During his career, he has cooked for several celebri-
ties and supervised meals for U.S. Congress and the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Raised in Uniontown, PA, Rich Rosendale’s love of food and 
cooking was inspired and nurtured by two great cooks— his 
Italian and German grandmothers, as he spent time in their 
kitchens. From Grandma Evelyn’s freshly baked blackberry pie 
and Nana’s soul-warming pot of red meat sauce, Rich Rosen-
dale built a soaring career.  He remembers his humble begin-
nings—shucking peas and tasting cured bacon in his grand-

ma’s kitchen—even as he cooks at the Bocuse d’Or, the most prestigious cooking competition in the world.

Rich graduated from Uniontown High School in 1994 and Westmoreland Community College in 1997. His 
apprenticeship started in 1995 at Nemacolin Woodlands and took him to Italy in 1996.  He eventually 
worked and trained at the five-star Greenbrier Resort in West Virginia.  Greenbrier was to later become an 
important part of his career.  Rich moved to Florida for more experience – at the Ritz Carlton.  He came back 
to the Greenbrier in 1999 and worked locally as well at the Duquesne Club and the Edgewood County Club.  
In 2001 Chef Rosendale started his more permanent long career with the Greenbrier; and from 2002 to 2006 
he held the position of Chef De Cuisine of the flagship restaurant the Tavern Room at the Greenbrier.  The 
restaurant received several accolades and awards under his direction. His duties there also included assisting 
in the supervision of a culinary staff of 165 chefs and 2,000 employees

In 2004 Richard Rosendale was the youngest member of American Culinary Federation Culinary Team USA 
since the team’s inception, and was also awarded the Presidential Medallion.  His team ranked number one 
as the Hot Food World Champions in the World Culinary Olympics, beating 32 other nations. in Erfurt, Ger-
many. He was named the 2005 ACF Chef of the Year

At the age of 31 Chef Rosendale embarked on a new endeavor.  He opened the restaurant Rosendales 
in Columbus, Ohio in a newly renovated and historical building in the Short North Arts District. Receiving 
national, regional and local attention for its modern American cuisine, Rosendales was critically acclaimed, 
featured in The New York Times magazine, and regionally named Best New Restaurant.  Rich opened his 
second operation in Columbus, Details Mini-Bar and Lounge in late 2008. 

In 2008 Chef Rosendale earned three gold medals serving as team captain for the 2008 USA Culinary Olym-
pic Team. Leading to a career highlight, he was chosen as one of only eight US finalists from over 300 across 
the country in the prestigious Bocuse d’Or USA semi-finals—winning the silver medal.

ARTS
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In 2009 Rich Rosendale returned to the Greenbrier where he was ap-
pointed Executive Chef and Director of Food & Beverage.  He was the 
youngest to be appointed to the position in the resort’s 200 year his-
tory.  During his tenure, he made many contributions and earned national 
and international accolades.  Rich oversaw the most epic culinary turn-
around at The Greenbrier as the resort’s youngest-ever Executive Chef. 
He opened five new restaurants, directed 13 kitchens, and launched the 
44-acre Greenbrier Farm, which supplies 75% of the produce for the 750-
room resort.  Rosendale was part of the opening team for The Greenbrier 
Casino Club.  He was also the lead Chef in The Greenbrier’s Culinary Ap-
prenticeship Program, which had been on the verge of elimination four 
years earlier.  In 2010, Rosendale attained the top level of U.S. chef certi-
fication, the prestigious Master Chef Title, following a 130 hour cooking 
exam covering all aspects of cuisine

In January 2012, Chef Rosendale won the gold medal at the Bocuse d’Or 
USA competition at the Culinary Institute of America in Hyde Park, N.Y. 
and the selection to represent team USA in the international Bocuse d’Or 
finals.  Chef Rosendale represented the United States with his Commis 
Chef Corey Siegel in the biennial Bocuse d’Or competition—the world’s 

most challenging and prestigious culinary competition—in Lyon, France. The pair placed in the top third at 
7th against chefs from 23 other countries. 

Rich’s Television career included “Throwdown” with Bobby Flay where Rich was a judge.  He participated in 
several other TV Food Network television shows including CBS’s Recipe Rehab in 2013.  He starred with Vikki 
Krinsky and Evette Rios, taking family recipes and making them healthy and delicious.

On June 8, 2013 Chef Rosendale announced his resignation from The Greenbrier Resort in order to pursue 
other endeavors.  Rich founded “Rosendale Collective”.  This innovative company features Rich Rosendale’s 
multimedia services, consulting, private dining, philanthropy, chef training, educational initiatives, and res-
taurant concepts.  His scope of expertise has been sourced from multi-million dollar restaurant corporations 
to professional chefs at the Zabeel palace in Dubai.
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LOCAL 13000

COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA

AFL-CIO

Congratulates Inductees to

Uniontown High School
Hall of Fame

Executive Board

James Gardler, President
Jeffrey Reamer, Vice President

Mary Beth Gambone, Secretary-Treasurer
Richard Dezzi, Eastern Region Vice President
Andrew Miller, Western Region Vice President
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Julianne Sages Turrentine, a native of 
Uniontown, graduated in 1968.  She 
started piano lessons at the age of 4 
with the nuns who discovered that she 
had perfect pitch as well as a gift of mu-
sic.  She later took piano lessons with 
the late Katherine Keighley until she 
entered college.  It was Miss Keighley 
that spurned Julianne to make music a 
career and with her guidance, Julianne 
received a full scholarship to attend 
West Virginia University as a piano ma-
jor.  Having participated in all the choirs 
throughout elementary, junior high and 
high school, in addition to accompany-
ing many of those choirs, she became 
very interested in pursuing a degree in 
vocal performance as well.  Therefore, 
she finished her Bachelors in Music with 
a double degree in piano and voice 

performance.  She went on to obtain her Masters in Vocal Performance from West Virginia University.  During 
the summers, she was active as a student teacher for the summer music institute for high school students.

She became Chairman of the Fine Arts Department at DeKalb Community College (now Dekalb College) 
in Atlanta,  Georgia.  “This was the perfect first job.  The economy was down and therefore the student 
population at a community college was up allowing for a larger than usual music department.  I was able to 
direct small scale operas as well as developing a viable choral group that performed major works such as 
“Carmina Burana” by Carl Orff.”  Her summers were spent as a faculty member of the Georgia Governors 
Honors Program for rising gifted high school seniors.  Her double major paid off as she taught a class of two 
piano repertoire, gave piano and voice lessons, directed a large choir of all the music students as well as a 
small select madrigal group.  This was the year of the bicentennial and her choir performed “The Song of 
Democracy” by Howard Hanson to celebrate this momentous occasion.

Julianne also taught choir in the Fairfax County Virginia public school system.  Her choirs always received 
superior ratings at the annual choral festivals.  She also gave free private voice lessons during the summer 
to enhance her choral programs.  “I love to teach.  It greatly pleases me to give a student confidence to 
perform their very best. ”

In 1982, at age 32, she auditioned for the United Stated Air Force Singing Sergeants, the official chorus of 
the Air force based at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington D.C., home of the premiere military bands.  She 
was immediately accepted, went to basic training and returned to Bolling AFB to begin what would be a 
twenty year career in the military. “This job really suited me as I was always a very disciplined musician and 
the military discipline came very easily to me.  Working with top notch musicians on a daily basis was a gift.  
We were always preparing for performances in the DC metropolitan area:  Constitution Hall, The White 
House, The State Department, the home of the Chief of Staff of the Air Force, summer concerts on the Mall 
of the Capitol Steps, in addition to performances at other Air Force Bases across the country.  The Singing 
Sergeants were always in demand to perform at national and state ACDA (American Choral Directors of 
America) conventions.”   

Julianne literally performed all over the world as vocalist, soloist, and as choral conductor while in the Air 
Force.  A prominent vocal soloist with the United Stated Concert Band, Julianne represented the Air Force 
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at many National and International music conferences as well as international tours.  One of the most pres-
tigious conferences was The World Association of Band Educators (WASBE) where she performed Samuel 
Barber’s “Knoxville, Summer of 1942.”  As an international ambassador for the USAF Band, Julianne was 
featured soloist in a tour of China where she performed the role of Maria in a medley from West Side Story.  
A tour of France brought her accolades as she performed the role of Micaela in excerpts from the Opera 
Carmen by Bizet.

Excelling in music was just part of Julianne’s career.  She became Superintendent of the Singing Sergeants, 
attained the rank of E-9, Chief Master Sergeant, the highest rank for a non-commissioned officer known as 
the one percent club.  “As Superintendent of the Singing Sergeants, my first and foremost duty was taking 
care of my people:  making sure that they were being fairly promoted and given ample opportunities to 
solo with the band and orchestra.  I loved seeing my young troups excel.”  Julianne was a Distinguished 
Graduate of the Senior Non Commissioned Officer School which prepared her for putting on her Chief’s 
stripes.  She was awarded many medals and ribbons throughout her career distinguishing herself as a pre-
mier military music ambassador for the United States.  She travelled with the Concert Band touring the 
United Stated in the fall and spring bringing pride and patriotism to Americans across the nation.  After 
911, the other premier bands in Washington D.C. cancelled their tours that year, but the Air Force band 
and singers went on to do their musical tour.  “This was one of the most rewarding tours of my career.  
People wanted to see the uniform and just speak to us.  They were waving the American flag during our 
performances.  It was absolutely amazing.” 

During her Air Force career, as a civilian, Julianne was also Artistic Director of the Maryland Choral Soci-
ety for many years.  “This position gave me the opportunity to conduct an orchestra.  One of my favorite 
programs was Handel’s Messiah performed during the Christmas season.”  Julianne also was a choral adju-
dicator throughout the East Coast as well as a leader of seminars for upcoming vocal performance majors 

Following retirement, Julianne moved to Garrett County Maryland with her husband Moe, and settled into 
a busy life of community music.  She became Artistic Director of the Garrett Choral Society and premiered 
many major works with this wonderful choir.  “If you encourage your singers to believe in themselves, they 
can do anything.  I really don’t think this group knew the difficulty of the music that I put before them……
because I never told them!  We just did it and did it well.”

However, early in retirement, Julianne became interested in fused glass.  She had a talent for design and 
working with glass in a kiln.  She developed her own business, Snowbird Creations Glass Studio, and has 
a state of the art studio and spacious glass gallery in her home.  Her works are represented in many local 
galleries.  Her glass creations have won numerous awards with the most prestigious being one of her glass 
paintings is now displayed at the American Glass Museum in West Virginia which showcases glass artists 
from all over the country.  She has had shows at the Garrett Arts Council Gallery and the Allegheny Arts 
Council Gallery.  “I love working with glass:  the colors, the textures, the way you can change the shape 
with the heat of a kiln.  The possibilities are endless.”

After retiring from the Garrett Choral Society, she became a member of the percussion section of the Gar-
rett Community Concert Band. Moe, her husband, directs this band and this is something that they can 
enjoy doing together.  Additionally, Julianne plays and sings with the Marsh Mountain Recorder Consort 
which specializes in early music.

Her biggest passion in retirement is horseback riding, a love she has had since childhood.  “Living in a rural 
area certainly has its advantages.  Horses abound here and it is through the love of horses, that I have made 
many new friends that enjoy this same passion.”   She has become an accomplished equestrian and spends 
many hours “at the barn” training and enjoying “Charlie”, her quarter horse. Her other hobbies include 
gardening, cooking, collecting art of various forms, and she still teaches voice to a special few. “My days 
are full, just as I want them to be.”
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WE NOW HAVE NEW SCRATCH & DENT OFFICE 
FURNITURE AT OUR WAREHOUSE NEXT  
TO FOX’S PIZZA ON FAYETTE STREET!
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Former Uniontown High School star Ray Gillian is a rare 
breed of athlete who takes just as much if not more plea-
sure in his academic achievements as he does in his  
athletic endeavors.

Gillian has every right to be proud because he has carved 
out quite a niche in the academic world.

The man affectionately known as “Cheese” was a star foot-
ball player and basketball player for the Red Raiders from 
1964 to 1966.

His athletic exploits are well documented even if the origin 
of his nickname is a bit hazy.

“I am told that the name comes from a woman named Sarah 
Curry, who was a good friend of my mothers and she came 
up with the name and it has lasted a long time. There are 
still people in Uniontown who refer to me as “Cheese”,” 
said Gillian.

Gillian played during the “Golden Era” of Uniontown athlet-
ics and has fond memories of that era.

“I have great memories of that time,” he said. “From the 
1950’s through the 1960’s Uniontown sort of dominated 
everything in the area. It was almost a surprise when we  

lost anything,” he said.

Like many Uniontown athletes - Gillian benefited from the great playground system at that time.

“I think it was a tremendous asset,” he recalled. “We had some great basketball games at East End and I 
remember traveling to Boyle playground and Lincoln View. In fact one of my fondest memories of victories 
occurred through the championships during the summer. 

“I talk about Spider Minor and all that he did coaching us. The year after Uniontown won the state cham-
pionship there was one team that included Stu Lantz, Doc Yates, Ray Parson, Ben Gregory and others - the 
best of the best. The second team we put together from East End included Chuckie Beckwith, Wil Minor, 
Gene Huey Ray Stephens Phil Tunstall and myself. At best Phil (Tunstall) would have been a sixth man on 
the other team, but he was our best player. Yet Spider (Minor) was able to coach us to a victory and that will 
always stand as one of the greatest victories that I participated in and the most enjoyable one.”

One of Gillian’s disappointments was not being on the Red Raider team that captured the basketball state 
title in 1964.

“My sophomore year Abe Everhart had me practicing with the varsity a couple of times and then he called 
me out of class to tell me he was going to move me up to the varsity and on the same day I also got a call 
from the health center and they were going to put my leg back into a cast because of “Osgood Slaughter” 
disease. I didn’t tell any of my teammates and I’ve only told a couple since then - that Abe had actually 
moved me up to the varsity, but before I could actually go on the court, they had me in a cast, and I often 
have wondered whether the two incidents were related and I finally concluded that they weren’t. It was just 
a freak accident that both occurred on the same day. It obviously was a disappointment to me because that 
1964 team went on to win the state championship,” Gillian stated.

ATHLETICS
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Gillian played basketball his junior year and as a senior decided not to play because he was visiting so many 
colleges to pursue a football scholarship.

“Later that senior year after Wilfred Minor had the accident and had to wear the helmet when he played 
basketball,” Gillian said. “I went to coach Everhart and asked if I could join the team and see if I could help 
out in some way, and I finished the season with the team.”

In 1966 Uniontown lost a thrilling double overtime game to Schenley 71-67 in the PIAA Western Finals at 
the Pitt Fieldhouse.

“It was a thrilling game,” Gillian explained. “I do remember their point guard Pete Gibson and how talented 
he was and just trying to guard him was difficult. Of course the battle between Parson and Kenny Durrett 
was something to see.”

It was on the gridiron where Gillian’s star shone brightest.

“I had a real nice career at Uniontown,” Gillian offered. “I think that we tied one game when I was a junior 
against Johnstown 6-6 in the mud and we went on undefeated after that.”

Gillian is part of one of the most famous plays in Uniontown football history. 

In the 1965 Class AA epic at Pitt Stadium, the Red Raiders fell behind Butler and its Saul brothers, Rich and 
Ron, 7-0 in the first half. With the game tied a 7-7. Uniontown got the ball back on a punt at its own 13-yard-
line. The Red Raiders started a decisive drive that covered 87 yards in just nine plays. 

Gillian scored the winning touchdown. He ran a sweep to the right behind the blocking of fullback Phil Vas-
sar and halfback Trip Radcliffe, cut back and, with Vassar and Radcliffe taking down more would-be Butler 
tacklers, raced in for the winning touchdown.

Gillian scored the winning touchdown on a bum ankle.

“The ankle had a slight fracture,” he recalled. “I’m not sure when it occurred, but it was probably some-
where around the third or fourth quarter and if you see any tapes you can see that there is a slight limp in 
the gate, but I was able to play and we found out probably about three days after the game that there was 
a fracture there. I don’t remember a lot about the play. I remember going out wide and cutting up the field 
and going all the way. It was very late in the game and Butler was a very great opponent, but we had a good 
group of guys and we just wanted to win that championship.”

Gillian has strong feelings about the great coaching he received in football from Leon Kaltenbach and bas-
ketball from Abe Everhart.

“Both coaches were incredibly supportive of me,” Gillian explained. “Both went out of their way to support 
me as an athlete, but also as a student and as a young man and I’m very appreciative of that. Coach Kalten-
bach was probably very influential in my decision to go to Ohio State. I remember he traveled up there with 
me when I went to visit and I will always appreciate all that he and Abe did. Tony Nunes was our backfield 
coach and he had a great influence on those of us who were offensive and defense backs.”

Deciding to play football at Ohio State brought Gillian under the wing of the legendary Woody Hayes.

“Incredible man,” Gillian gushed. “While I was there, Woody and I had some challenges and I probably 
wasn’t his greatest supporter. When I went back for our tenth reunion of our national championship team, 
all I could think about was now I’m going back and I’m going to see the guys and they knew how I felt about 
Woody when I was there and now I’m going back, and all I can say is how great this person was and how 
much he meant to me and how those things he taught us about hard work have paid tremendous dividends 
in my professional life. All of us who may have had some difficulty with him and may not have been as sup-
portive as players were incredibly supportive as adults. He really did care about the student athlete and 
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although he was a taskmaster and had his set of issues. I don’t know that you’ve ever read anything that any 
Ohio State athlete had said negative about him. That’s the sort of influence he’s had on all of us.”

Gillian had a solid career for the Buckeyes - starting at halfback and wingback and sharing time with Larry 
Zelina on the 1969 national championship team.

He came up big against O.J. Simpson and Southern California in the Rose Bowl his senior season. He 
scored on a 16-yard touchdown pass from Rex Kern. That touchdown was the capper in a 27-16 win over  
the Trojans.

“That probably was the best game of my career at Ohio State and was just a very enjoyable experience. We 
had watched USC because they played late in the day - just sort of wear down teams and O.J. would score 
a touchdown late in the game and they just wore teams down and they would walk away with a victory,” 
Gillian explained. “They started off scoring the first 10 points against us and then we got on the board. Late 
in the game when I scored the touchdown I was so elated because I knew that they would not have time to 
wear us down and for him to score late in the game to win it. That was part of the excitement of throwing 
the ball up into the crowd because I was sure our defense could hold on.”

Gillian chose not to try pro football when he graduated from OSU in 1970.

“After I completed my bachelor’s degree I stayed on and coached the freshman team during my first year 
in graduate school,” Gillian said. “That was a very good experience. While I had a good career there it just 
seemed to me sometime around my junior year - I felt like if you weren’t the best on your team that there 
were no possibilities for professional aspirations. I didn’t have a full appreciation that the guys that were on 
our team were the absolute best.”

Gillian then took a job at East Stroudsburg University in Pennsylvania, he was director of minority affairs and 
director of the Center for Educational Opportunity,. He then served from 1977 to 1984 as the University of 
Maryland’s director of special student support services.

He was then named assistant to the president at the University of Maryland, where he was responsible for 16 
years for developing, monitoring and implementing the university’s equity and diversity procedures.

Gillian became assistant provost and director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action 
Programs in April 2000 at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore. The office was renamed the Office of Insti-
tutional Equity in April 2007 and Gillian was, in turn, named Vice Provost for Institutional Equity. He retired 
in 2010.

“I often say I am actually living my dream,” Gillian stated. “This is the way I sort of fantasized my life would 
be post football and I’m very happy with it.”

Gillian is married to his high school sweetheart (Charell Harrison) and has two children, Robin and Malcolm

The success Gillian has enjoyed in sports and life always comes full circle back to Uniontown.

“That is the foundation of whatever successes we’ve had. The lessons that we learned there, the teamwork, 
the respect for others and the discipline,” said Gillian.  

Article provided by George von Benko

ATHLETICS
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for leaving it all on the 
field.

PNC is proud to support the Uniontown Area High School Hall of 

Fame. Because we understand what it takes to give it your all.

Visit the Uniontown Branch, 2 East Main Street, Uniontown 15401 or Call 724-437-1526
pnc.com

©2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC
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JOBY’S GULF

100 South Beeson Avenue
Uniontown, PA 15401

Joby Cantalamessa – Dealer & Owner

724-438-0681
724-437-2359

24 Hour Towing Service

 
Congratulations to all the Uniontown High School  

2014 Hall of Fame Inductees!!!
Ford of Uniontown 

Call the Trade Me In Guys
at

724-425-5980
or

www.fordofuniontown.com
Top of the Hill Across from Walmart

Diane Taylor Carom Class of ‘62 and  
John C. Carom Class of ‘69



- 31 -- 31 -

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO ALL INDUCTEES!

For details or to book your next event contact the 
Sales office at 724-437-2816.
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In memory of and honor to 

Joseph Yourchik 
Uniontown High School Teacher, Coach, Friend 

Thanks for all your help and guidance!
You were and are an inspiration!

Rich and Judy Bierbower
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CHARLEY HYATT
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Uniontown High School has a great basketball tradition. 
The roots of that tradition can be traced back to Coach Abe 
Everhart Sr. and his star player Charley Hyatt.

Hyatt, the catalyst of Uniontown’s 1925 state championship 
team, developed his considerable basketball skills under the 
watchful eye of his father DeWitt Hyatt, former physical edu-
cation instructor at the local YMCA.

During the 1924-25 season Hyatt, then a junior, led the Red 
Raiders to a WPIAL title and into the national scholastic 
tournament in Chicago. The “Five Horseman” as the Raiders 
were known defeated Greeley, CO in the first round 26-11. 
In the quarterfinals the Raiders downed Lake View, IL 29-11. 
In the semifinals against a much taller team from Wichita, KS 
the horsemen were defeated 42-21. In 33 games played that 
season the horsemen were 31-2. In addition to the loss to 
Wichita they lost to the Pitt freshman team.

In an era of center jumps and possession basketball the Red 
Raiders tallied 1,429 points and allowed 615 by the opposi-
tion. During 13 games of the 33 game slate Uniontown went 
over the 50 point mark.

Hyatt paced the Raiders in scoring with 429 points and gar-
nered All State honors; other starters on the team were Ce-

cil Connelly, who paired with Hyatt at forward, Les Cohen at center, and captain Joe Hackney and Markie 
Rankin at the guard spots. The sixth man was J.S. “Bus” Albright.

The 1926 team repeated as WPIAL champs, but lost in the state tournament.

“We had great coaching by Abe Everhart Sr,” Hyatt would say years later in an interview. “The game has 
changed drastically; I could play in any era. Back in the day a man 6-1 was considered a giant, but now there 
are a lot of taller players. Also the basketball is made better and is rounder and not lopsided and shoots 
truer. In my day it was a matter of a team scoring 30 points, but now an individual player scores 30 points 
and it is not uncommon.”

Hyatt went from Uniontown to play at the University of Pittsburgh and was a three-time All America selec-
tion in 1927-28-29. Hyatt sparked Doc Carlson’s Panthers to an undefeated campaign in 1927-28 going 
21-0; they went 16-5 in 1928-29 and posted a record of 23-2 in 1929-30. This was long before the NCAA 
instituted a postseason tournament to declare an official national champion; the Helms foundation – which 
also selected All-America teams – selected one team as the best in the land. Pitt’s 1927-28 and 1929-30 
teams were accorded this honor.

The 6-0 foot Hyatt, nicknamed “Clipper,” led the nation in scoring twice during his collegiate career. He 
scored 880 points during his career and led the Panthers to a sparkling 60-7 record over three seasons. Hyatt 
was named to the Helms Foundation Hall of Fame and elected to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame in 1959.

“Naturally, I say Hyatt is the greatest basketball player I ever saw,” Carlson would opine in his later years. 
“He had the most deeply ingrained desire to play of anybody I ever met. Basketball was his whole life. Noth-
ing else mattered. He would average 30-points a game today. I’ve never seen anybody who could compare 
to him.”

ATHLETICS
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Hyatt and the 1928 Pitt squad provided Carlson with his greatest sports thrill.

“Notre Dame had us licked by nine points at the end of the half,” Carlson related in a Pittsburgh 
Press article. “But we managed to catch up. Hyatt tossed the winning field goal in the last few sec-
onds. It was the only time Pitt was ahead during the game. The finish was something to see. Men 
cried, women fainted and I felt a warm spot on the top of my head - somebody was kissing my bald 
pate!”

Hyatt had two games that he remembered from his Pitt career.

“The Pitt – Montana State clash during the 1927,” Hyatt stated. “I scored the winning bucket in the 
last 10 seconds. We won 37-35 and I scored 27 points. The other game I remember is the Notre 
Dame game where I dropped in a bucket with a last second shot to give Pitt a 24-22 win.”

Hyatt spurned pro basketball after he graduated from Pitt.

“I turned down a chance to make $400 a month to play pro ball with the Cleveland Rosenblums.” 
Hyatt said. “The team included most of the original Celtics— Joe Lapchick, Carl Husta, Nat Holman, 
Johnny Beckman, Dutch Dehnert and Davey Banks.

“I couldn’t see playing seven games six nights a week and everybody traveling in one car. The ap-
peal in those days was California and I joined the Los Angeles A. C. and played with that team for 
one year. After that I played three years with the Diamond X Oilers and we won the National AAU 
title in 1933 and 1934.” 

Hyatt played for Los Angeles Air Conditioning (1931), Diamond DX Oilers (where he won AAU na-
tional championships in 1933 and 1934, Universal Pictures (where in 1934-35 he was player-coach), 
Phillips 66ers (where as a player-coach from 1940-42 he led his team to his third AAU Championship 
in 1940), and the Denver Ambrose Legion (where in 1944 he lost in the AAU Men’s Championship 
game, 50-43).

Over the course of his AAU career he was named an AAU All American seven times and AAU All 
Star five times which was based on performance in the National AAU Men’s Champions tournament. 

Hyatt served in the Army Air Corps as a second lieutenant during World War II.

Although basketball was a game for two handed shooters in his day, Hyatt pioneered the one-hand-
ed shot as well as a shot with his left hand, another innovation of his time. 

“Basketball is a different game, today.” Hyatt reiterated. “The ball is perfectly round today. It wasn’t 
in those days. And the kids today are adept at making a long one-handed jump shot. That shot has 
revolutionized the game. If you took a shot like that years ago you’d get the hook.”

A sportswriter once wrote of Hyatt, “This is a true test of an athlete’s greatness – even time can’t 
diminish his exploits.”

Looking back before his death Hyatt said the nicest thing that happened to him was his election into 
the Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, MA. He was the first college star so honored.

Hyatt is also in the City of Pittsburgh Sports Hall of Fame and his plaque is on display at Mellon 
Arena.

After retiring from basketball Hyatt became Midwest sales manager for the Spalding Sporting 
Goods Company. He passed away in St. Petersburg, FL after a lengthy illness on May 8, 1978 at the  
age of 71.

Article provided by George von Benko
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CONGRATULATIONS  
TO THE 

2014 INDUCTEES!
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honors Golden Gopher great

RAY PARSON
Uniontown Academic, Arts & Athletics

Hall of Fame

Ray Parson
1968, 1969 All-Big Ten

1969 Team Most Valuable Player
1968-69 Letterwinner 

University of Minnesota Athletics
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RAYMOND A. PARSON
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During his high school playing days Ray Parson was a man 
playing with boys. He was an outstanding all around athlete 
at Uniontown High School. 

Parson was a tight end on the WPIAL championship football 
team in 1965. He was a starter as a sophomore on the 1964 
state championship basketball team. His efforts also helped 
the Red Raiders win 52 straight basketball games before 
losing to Aliquippa in 1965. He was also a key player on the 
1966 WPIAL championship basketball team. His old team-
mates referred to Parson affectionately as ‘Bull’ because of 
his imposing stature.

“We had some great athletes back in those days,” Parson 
said. “I try as hard as I can to stay in contact with most of 
them.

“Spider Minor taught us real values in athletics and he also 
taught us to be successful that you had to put in the work 
to be successful. We all tried to commit ourselves towards 
things that he had instilled in us.”

East End playground was the incubator that the athletes de-
veloped in and Uniontown’s athletic heartbeat.

“We had some pick up games that people would have died 
to have in different tournaments,” said Parson. 

Parson looks back at the great Uniontown teams and marvels at the 1964 PIAA basketball champs.

“That group of guys was probably the most talented bunch of people I’ve ever been affiliated with in 
sports,” Parson recalled. “We had a great coach and we had great ballplayers and we trusted each other 
and we played for each other. We were 28-0 that year - that was a team that couldn’t be conquered - that 
was a great team. That was Stu Lantz, Pat Yates, Ben Gregory, Ray Stephens and Chuck Beckwith, Wilfred 
Minor and my brother Ed Parson - it was just a great collection of athletes.”

Parson has fond memories of his coaches during that period.

“Abe Everhart started me as a sophomore and that was real rare at Uniontown - to be able to start varsity 
as a sophomore,” Parson explained. “Abe pulled me over to the side one time and said ‘look if you want 
this position - you’re going to have to show me you want it.’ I had a few other seniors that were in front of 
me, but I just think that the confidence he gave me telling me that if I wanted that position was enough for 
me to excel and go ahead and take over that spot. From that time on I was pretty successful in basketball. 
Winning the MVP award at the Farrell Tournament as a sophomore. The accolades that I got - I attest most 
of those to Abe Everhart.”

His football coach was Leon Kaltenbach and the Raiders captured the 1965 WPIAL football championship.

“Leon Kaltenbach was a great coach,” Parson stated. “Mr. Yourchik was my offensive end and defensive 
coach and I give most of the credit to him as far as preparing me for college and preparing me for the pro 
ranks and everything else football wise. We were coached like college kids in high school and we had that 
kind of discipline when we went to college. So it wasn’t hard for us to make adjustments to get into different 
schemes and different offenses and defenses.”

ATHLETICS
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Uniontown’s mighty 1965 WPIAL AA football cham-
pions earned the highest numerical index ever in 
Dr. Roger B. Saylor’s Pennsylvania scholastic foot-
ball ratings. They played and defeated many of the 
WPIAL’s strongest teams in the regular season, then 
came from behind to conquer what may have been 
Butler’s best ever team by 14-7 in a great AA title 
game at Pitt Stadium. 

In the 1965 AA epic at Pitt, the Red Raiders fell be-
hind Butler and its Saul brothers, Rich and Ron, 7-0 
in the first half. With the game tied a 7-7. Union-
town got the ball back on a punt at its own 13-yard-
line. The Red Raiders started a decisive drive that 
covered 87 yards in just nine plays. 

Halfback Ray Gillian scored the winning touch-
down, Gillian sweeping right behind the blocking 
of fullback Phil Vassar and halfback Trip Radcliffe, 
cut back and, with Vassar and Radcliffe taking down 
more would-be Butler tacklers, raced in for the win-
ning touchdown.

“I remember that game so well,” Parson gushed. 
“In the first half Wilfred Minor called a bootleg pass 
and I was wide open in the end zone and he threw 
the ball to me and hit me right in the numbers and 
it bounced out - I couldn’t believe it.

“The play that you are talking about for Gillian’s score was called 28 sweep. That’s when I hook the outside 
end and we do a crab leg block on him and he has a lead back who was Vassar leading the way with a pulling 
guard and he just hit that corner and it was all over. Ray turned on the jets and it was over.”

Parson graduated after the 1965-66 season and was faced with a decision. He was named second-team 
high school All-American by Kick-Off magazine. At the time the magazine wrote- “Ray Parson the 6-5, 
235-pound end from Pennsylvania’s Uniontown High, which has a reputation for producing great college 
and pro stars, has more college offers than he can count - in basketball as well as football. One day he’ll 
have to decide on one sport or the other.”

Parson also garnered First Team All State honors, he was a First Team Parade All American and Second 
Team Sports Illustrated All American in football. In basketball he was named Second Team All State and was 
a Hoops Magazine All American.

“It was pretty hard,” Parson recalled. “I went away to a Junior College at McCook JC in Nebraska. I did play 
basketball and I did pretty well and I played against people like Spencer Heywood and in game against him 
at Trinidad, CO - I had 25 points and 25 rebounds and even blocked one of Spencer’s dunks. It was really a 
challenging time that - did I really want to play football or did I want to play basketball.

“I think football just kind if pulled it’s way out because of my uncle and a few other people that wanted to 
see me play football, but I could have played basketball I’m pretty sure.”

After junior college Parson wound up going to the University of Minnesota.

RAYMOND A. PARSON
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“It all started from Sandy Stephens and Bill Munsey and those two were the pioneers for most of the ath-
letes that came out of Uniontown. It was tough Nebraska wanted me and hid me away at the JC. When they 
found out that I had signed with Minnesota they were upset,” Parson said.

Parson had a fine career at Minnesota and captured All Big Ten honors in 1969 and won the Bronko  
Nagurski Award as team MVP in 1969.

“I had 39 receptions my senior year as a tight end,” Parson said. “I got hurt my last game at Minnesota play-
ing against Wisconsin. I had knee surgery and I rehabilitated and I was picked to play in the college All-Star 
game against the Kansas City Chiefs and I re-injured the left knee. The Detroit Lions drafted me and I played 
my second season there after being in a cast for 10 months. I played at offensive tackle and I was doing 
pretty well at that new position and I really wasn’t built to be an offensive tackle. I left Detroit and bounced 
back in the World Football League and I played tight end for Babe Parilli with the New York/Charlotte Stars.”

Parson caught 25 passes for the Stars in 1974 for 325 yards and two touchdowns and garnered All-Pro  
honors. He also played the 1975 season with Charlotte before retiring.

Parson entered private business and was involved with several business ventures in Minnesota until health 
problems forced him to move to Palmdale, CA where he is retired.

Parson summed up his athletic career this way.

“I think I had a great career,” Parson explained. “The only thing is I think I should have given a little more 
thought to basketball than what I did. I had the talent to really play that position of small forward coming up 
the court - sort of like a Scottie Pippin type of position, but I never even thought of myself in that role, but 
I could play that role and now I see that and I didn’t give that much thought to basketball as I did football.”

Article provided by George von Benko  



47 Iowa Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

Dave Carney –  Owner
ASE Certified Master Technician

724-430-7393

Trust, Loyalty, Relationships

724.439.4278
Toll Free: 1.888.682.2156
www.JoycesJewelry.com

FRICK TRI-COUNTY
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THE 2014 INDUCTEES!

235 Pittsburgh Street 
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-5123 (Phone)

724-438-7491 (Fax)

Congratulations to all 
2014 Inductees
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Mom Maruca’s Pizza Shop 
265 North Gallatin Avenue 

Uniontown, PA 15401 
724-438-9066

Homemade Pizza – Oven Baked Subs – Fresh Salads and More!    
Lunch Delivery Available! 

Pepperoni Roll Fundraiser - call for details!

Family owned and operated by Jim, Francine, Eric and Benjamin Sampson

 Established in 1962.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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2 West Main Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-3551
www.FirstNiagara.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL 

INDUCTEES!

In Honor of the
Class of 2014 Inductees

MICHELE J. HOOPER

RAY GILLIAN

RAYMOND A. PARSON

V.F.W. CURRY DYSON POST #3514

salute your many achievements that blessed us with many proud and fond 
memories. This heart-warming induction adds to the memories. 

Thank you!
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The man who helped put Uniontown on the map in high 
school football, William K. Power Sr., died Thursday, Dec. 
14, 2006, at the Redstone Highlands Senior Living Commu-
nity in Greensburg. He was 90.

Born on a farm in Fort Royal, Tenn., and raised in Burgett-
stown, Washington County, William Power was the son of 
Clarence N. and Florence Rosen Power. His father was em-
ployed in a local zinc factory.  

Power left such a mark as a football coach that in 1994, the 
stadium in Uniontown was renamed Bill Power Stadium. 

And a year later, he was inducted into the Pennsylvania 
Scholastic Coaches Hall of Fame. 

Following graduation from Washington & Jefferson College, 
his career began in 1937 at Avella High School, Washington 
County, where, besides coaching the football and basketball 
teams, Mr. Power taught history. 

Power then coached at Point Marion High School from 1944 
to 1948 and compiled a record of 28-6.

He accepted a position as a history teacher and head foot-
ball coach at Uniontown High School and he led the Red 
Raiders to gridiron glory.

One of his players was Francis “Moose” Machinsky, who was a key member of Uniontown’s undefeated 
football team in 1951. Machinsky was the first team All-State his senior year and later starred at Ohio State.

“He came to Uniontown in 1948,” Machinsky recalled. “I got to know him in ninth grade when the season 
was over because I was on the freshman team. But what a guy - I can’t say enough about him. Without him 
I would have never gone to college. 

“There is no question about it because I was going to take the wrong subjects and he came to my parents’ 
home and said ‘baloney here’s what you want to make him take’, and they did.”

“My father insisted that his players keep their grades up,” said his son, William K. Power II, of Ross. “He felt 
that as important as sports were, their education came first.” 

Two of  Power’s best players were quarterback Sandy Stephens and running back Bill Munsey, who both 
went on to star at the University of Minnesota. Both are deceased, but in interviews before their deaths, 
both players remembered their old coach fondly.

“We had two great teams that I played on,” Stephens recalled. “My sophomore year we kind of learned 
what the game was about, and from that point on we never lost a game that I played in. I missed two games 
and we lost two games in my junior year because I was out with broken ribs. 

“In my senior year we were undefeated (10-0). Coach Bill Power was a great influence on all of us. He made 
me a better player.”

Munsey pointed out that Power was the driving force behind those great Red Raider squads.

“Coach Power was tough, but fair,” Munsey said. “He demanded your best on the field and in the classroom 
and I thank him for what he did for all of us.” Machinsky echoed those sentiments.

ATHLETICS
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“I think of his personality, he wasn’t a 
holler guy,” Machinsky said. “He moti-
vated by doing - he would smile. Yeah, 
he worked at it and he meant business, 
but he had a way about him that was 
incredible. 

“Everything he did it seems like he did 
it with a purpose or had it mapped out. 
He knew what he wanted and where he 
wanted to go.”

The Raiders came together in the early 
50’s with Power leading the way.

“Uniontown hadn’t had much for a num-
ber of years,” Machinsky recalled. “We 
came from junior high at Ben Franklin 
and Lafayette and when we got together down at the senior high school our sophomore year it was just a 
real meshing of talent.

“There was a lot of talent and to give you an idea I think we had eight guys that finished in 1951 that went 
on and either got a full scholarship or a partial college scholarship. 

“That’s unheard of - that’s incredible. When I went to Ohio State and talked to other players, they would say 
we had one or two players who were good at our high school and here we had eight guys that went on and 
played college ball and really had better lives because of it. 

“We got the education and got a little better job and made a little bit more money and God only knows 
what would have happened to me if I hadn’t done what Coach Power said.”

In his 15 years as head football coach at Uniontown High School from 1948 until 1962, Power’s teams had 
a record of 107-35-2. They captured one WPIAL title and three Western Conference championships. He 
coached three undefeated squads - 1951, 1957 and 1962.

Uniontown High School paid tribute to Power before a basketball game in 2007. Before the start of the 
game, fans were able to view a large photograph of Power as they entered the gymnasium. 

Article provided by George von Benko  
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Congratulations Dad!
   from  

The Crawford Family
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“Happy” graduated from Uniontown High School in 1928.  
He attended Pitt initially in a pre-med curriculum then re-
ceived his B.S. from California State College in 1932.  He 
went back to the University of Pittsburgh to get his Masters 
degree and Vocational Certificate.   Happy started teaching 
Shop at Ben Franklin Jr. High in 1934.

He became Supervisor of War Training Programs at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and had charge of all Federal Training 
Programs, State re-training Programs, and Veterans Training 
Programs from 1946 to his retirement in 1975.

J Vernon established himself in Pennsylvania Education His-
tory by starting the first Vocational-Technical school in Penn-
sylvania.  This was in 1947.  You may remember the Fayette 
County Area Vocational-Technical School got its start at the 
Bailey Park location.  Happy went on to establish other simi-
lar schools across Pennsylvania and was co-author for vari-
ous legislation for Vocational-Technical education.

He was a member of many educational bodies and many 
local service organizations.:  The Vocational Administrators 
of Pennsylvania (past president), the Vocational Arts Asso-
ciation, The National Education Association and the Penn-

sylvania Education Association,  and the Council of Operating Engineers of Western Pennsylvania.    Locally 
J. Vernon was a member and past president of the Uniontown Exchange Club, where he was honored with 
their Book of Golden Deeds award.  He received the Benjamin Rush award from the Pennsylvania Medical 
Society and the Meritorious Award from the Masonic Organization.  Happy was very active for years with the 
local American Cancer Society and received special recognition from them.   He also served as City Chair-
man for the March of Dimes and was president of local Child Welfare and Youth Council organizations.  

In addition to his education career, Happy was owner of Crawford General Tire on Fayette St.   He was an 
active member, teacher, and officer at Asbury Methodist Church.  He was married to the former Alice Beal 
and has two sons, James V Crawford retired Chevron executive now residing in Frankstown Colorado, and 
Donald R. Crawford who owns and manages Crawford Funeral Homes in Hopwood and Farmington.

ADMINISTRATION



- 49 -

From Joint Operating Committee
Fayette CTI



Uniontown, PA 15401

Low Pricing on New Mitsubishi’s!

www.JimShorkey.com

Warranty Forever Included!
1048 Pittsburgh Road
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The Beat Goes On.

 
Dedicated to the practice of Cardiac, 

Thoracic and Vascular Surgery
and to serving the patients

in the Uniontown community.

1 Highland Square, Suite102
Uniontown PA 15401
724-430-2401

Ross F. DiMarco, Jr. M.D.
G. Frederick Woelfel, M.D.

Alice M. Pierce, M.D.
A. Reza Abrishamchian, M.D.

Uniontown • Pittsburgh • Washington • Upper St. Clair
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If you’re a Red Raider fan and enjoy nostalgia from this 
“School of Champions”, nothing could be more enjoy-
able than spending time reminiscing with Harry “Moose” 
Fee.  Harry is being honored by the Uniontown High School 
Hall of Fame in a special category as a major contributor 
to Uniontown students and athletes by giving selflessly of 
his time and energy to help make Uniontown High School 
Athletics the tradition that it is.  He was the quintessential 
Booster President for 20 years and innovative fund raiser 
for 30.  It was not unheard of for some of the great athletes 
graduating from Uniontown and headed for universities 
such as Wyoming, Nebraska, Ohio, Michigan State etc. to 
be seen at Turner’s Army-Navy store receiving clothes and 
sport coats for their visits and new careers at these universi-
ties……..compliments of the Uniontown Boosters.

Harry may be one of the last of the “old time” lifelong resi-
dents of Uniontown, PA. Born to Margaret & Harry Fee and 
raised along Gallatin Avenue he has been steadily watching 
Fayette County sports for the past 66 years!

At Uniontown High School, he excelled in football as a tack-
le & place kicker. Harry’s 1955 senior team went 8-2 and in-

cluded his selection to the Fayette County All-Stars. He played along side his brother Albert Fee. The rather 
large Fee’s were affectionately known as “Moose” (Harry) and “Elk” (Albert).

After high school, Harry decided to capitalize on his loquaciousness by becoming a barber in 1958.  In 1969 
he moved to his current location at 172 S Mt Vernon Ave. Of course the shop’s. motto is ‘Where Sportsmen 
Meet” and Harry is still there cutting hair.

Harry became interested in Uniontown sports while he was at Lafayette Jr High in 1949 when he saw his first 
Red Raider game.  He has been a big fan ever since.  Harry says there is a difference between a booster and 
a fan.  A Booster’s main motivation is to raise money for the students and athletes, but a true Fan’s motiva-
tion is his love of watching the students and athletes compete and excel.  Harry considers himself a “Fan”. 
He has enjoyed watching some of the country’s greatest talent at Uniontown, and also watching them in 
their college years and as pros.

Harry was introduced to the Uniontown Boosters in 1960 by the Booster’s president back then…none other 
than Harold “Horse” Taylor.  Harry took the reins and was helped by his fellow boosters Tony Durst, Duke 
Curry, Jim and John Rodgers, Tony DiRito, Bab’e Mongell, and Tony Perno.

As the president Harry made his annual Wednesday trip to the off-site Uniontown football camps to bring 
the coaches and players whatever they needed.  In 1967 this included bringing his barber skills to camp….
to shave all the players’ heads as a display of unity in the team.  

Another fond memory of Harry is his role as the lead of the caravan from Connellsville to Uniontown for the 
return of the 1962 Red Raider State Basketball Champions.  When they arrived at the high school, the crowd 
mobbed the bus and Harry was sure they would overturn his tiny compact car.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Harry and the Boosters have helped the players and teams over the years by providing support of the ban-
quets, jackets, rings etc.  They also paid for the Football teams’ Friday night dinners and trips to the movies 
before the game.  A couple of their fund raiser events included booths at the county fairs and a new type of 
fund raiser (at the time)…a golf tournament.  Of course there was always the fruit for the players at half-time 
and after the game.  Harry thanks Joe Korelko at JK Packing for being a loyal supporter, and also McDonalds 
and John Meyers.

Harry has been a fixture at UHS basketball and football games throughout the years.  He has seen over 100 
UHS - Laurel Highlands games.  He feels privileged to have watched his cousin Tom Fee play when Union-
town won the State Basketball Championship in 1962 and his own son Eric with the 1981 State Basketball 
Champions.  An avid sports fan at all levels, he has been a lifelong Steelers fan. One of his most memorable 
sports moments was meeting Mr. Art Rooney, the owner of the Steelers, and being present for Franco Harris’ 
Immaculate Reception.

Harry and Dolores (Panella) have been married for 55 years. They have 3 children (David, Susan & Eric) and 
3 grandchildren. The family can still be found at the same Woodlawn Avenue home for the past 52 years.

“I’ll always be a Red Raider fan and I’ll always love and support them.”

Harry’s legacy of UHS support continues with the creation in 2010 of the Harry C. Fee Scholarship Award 
earned annually by a student-athlete.

Article Provided by Eric Fee and Sal Mercadante
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1925 STATE CHAMPIONSHIP BASKETBALL TEAM
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Uniontown High School’s rich bas-
ketball history and tradition started 
to crystallize 89 years ago, when the 
1925 Red Raiders won the WPIAL and 
PIAA championships. A year later, 
Uniontown became the first team in 
any sport to win consecutive WPIAL 
titles.  They excelled both offensively  
and defensively.

Charley Hyatt a junior on the 1925 
team was the catalyst and spark-
plug of Uniontown’s 1925 and 1926 
teams, coached by the legendary A.J.  
Everhart Sr.

During the regular season the “Five 
Horsemen” as the Raiders were known, 
were in Section 3 with Connellsville, 
Scottdale, Youngwood, Latrobe and 
Indiana. The Five Horsemen swept 
through the section easily. In one game 
they walloped Indiana, 42-1.

In the WPIAL playoffs the Horsemen  
played one of their greatest games to 
nose out Homestead, 24-22.  Tarentum 

was defeated, 47-27 and Edgewood  was  beaten in the  title  game,  23-16.

During the PIAA competition, Uniontown defeated Erie East, 30-20, to win the western State title and beat 
Williamsport, 21-14, at State College for the State crown. Uniontown trailed in this game 8·0 at the end of 
the first quarter and 11-3 at half-time.

During the 1924-25 season, the Red Raiders went into the national scholastic tournament in Chicago.  The 
“Five Horseman” defeated Greeley, Colo., in the first round, 26-11.  In the quarterfinals, the Raiders downed 
Lake View, Ill., 29-11.  In the semifinals, the Horsemen lost to Wichita, Kan., 42- 21, to finish the season at 
31-2.  The other loss was to the University of Pittsburgh freshman team.

During an era of center jumps and possession basketball, the 1924-25 Red Raiders were truly a juggernaut 
in that era, going over 50 points in 13 of their 33 games.   The team owned a 1,429-615 scoring edge.

Hyatt, a forward, paced the Raiders in scoring with 429 points and garnered All-State honors.  Other start-
ers were Les Cohen at center who scored 296 points (second behind Hyatt) and who later played at Pitt 
with Hyatt.  Cecil Connelly played forward and captain Joe Hackney and Marcus Rankin at guards. The sixth 
man was J.S. “Bus” Albright who saw action in every game.  Others on the squad included Jock Adams, I.N. 
Hagan, Bob McBurney, Harry Phillips and Charles (Red) Miller.

We had great coaching,” Hyatt said years later in an interview.  “The game has changed drastically;  I could 
play in any era.  Back in the day a man 6-1 was considered a giant, but now there are a lot of taller players. 
Also the basketball is made better and is rounder and not lopsided and shoots truer.  In my day it was a 
matter of a team scoring 30 points, but now an individual player scores 30 points and it is not uncommon.”

“He was always a guiding influence in the lives of all young men with whom he came in contact,” Cohen said 
when Everhart passed away in 1942.  “Men like Everhart so greatly aided in the preparation of young men 

TEAMS

The Starting Five (seated): Charles Hyatt, forward;   Lester Cohen, center;   
Joseph Hackney, guard and captain; Marcus Rankin, guard; Cecil Connelly, 
forward; Standing:  A.J. Everhart Sr, coach; Harry Phillips, Robert McBur-
ney, I.N. Hagan, John S. (Bus) Albright, Charles (Red) Miller, George (Jock) 
Adams, Manager: Robert Divvens, Cheerleader: Beanie Litman
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TEAMS

for this great emergency — the war for freedom.”

Everhart commented on his team’s showing at the national tournament:  “The tournament was well run and 
I believe that the team that won should have won.  In defeating us they did not beat an inferior team, but 
simply wore us out physically. They were not a better team, but were physically better to handle the strain.  
They were bigger than we and that is the only difference.  Our boys went into the tournament tired. They had 
been forced to play too many elimination games before they got to Chicago.  As a result of the strenuous 
campaign of the past several weeks, each member of the team is from five to twelve pounds underweight.  
They are slowly recovering this weight, but it will be some time before they have fully recovered from the 
effects of the games.  When we arrived in Chicago we were assigned to a fraternity house.  The conditions 
there were not ideal, but the fraternity boys did their best.”

The Uniontown team returned home to a hero’s welcome from area fans.  According to newspaper accounts, 
18,000 to 20,000 people greeted the basketball team when they arrived at the B&O railroad station in Con-
nellsville and along a 13- mile route between Connellsville and Uniontown.  More than 150 to 200 automo-
biles were in the line of march from Connellsville to Uniontown.

At a banquet, team members received white gold watches as mementos of the WPIAL and state  
championship titles

Article provided by George Von Benko
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