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The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame was established in the Spring of 2013.
The first class was formally inducted October 26, 2013 at the Holiday Inn at a breakfast held for the occasion. This
organization will recognize and honor the outstanding individuals and teams that Uniontown Area High School has
produced over the years. These Inductees have distinguished themselves and brought fame or recognition to the
Uniontown Area High School through their outstanding accomplishments or contributions in academics, arts or athletics. Honoring these individuals and teams also promotes a greater sense of school and community pride within the
Uniontown Area School District.
To be nominated for the class of 2017, one must have been employed by, attended or been a benefactor to the
Uniontown Area School District; and graduated from high school at least 20 years ago. The actual selection process
for induction will strive for diversity in terms of academics, arts and athletics. All living inductees must attend the
induction ceremony unless there are extenuating circumstances. If an inductee is unavailable to attend, his induction
will be postponed, at the Board’s discretion. At this point another nominee will have the opportunity to be inducted.
If an inductee is deceased, the Board will approve a representative to represent the inductee. All nominations will be
reviewed by the Board and Committees before being promoted to the Induction selection process.
Please visit our website at www.uhshalloffame.org.
For any suggestions for nominations for 2018, please visit: www.uhshalloffame.org
and fill out the on-line form or download the pdf and email it or mail it.
If you would like a VIDEO of today’s event, please stop by the registration table and sign up or contact Anthony
Mercadante at 724-430-0662 (home), 301-643-1499 (cell) or email acmerc@msn.com

2013 Class of Inductees – First Row (seated): Jim Anastasi accepting for Joe Anastasi, Judy
Conn accepting for Orville Conn, Barbara Stephens Fostor accepting for Sandy Stephans, Dr. Maribeth Bozek Kuzmicki, Jean Everhart accepting for Abe Everhart. Second Row
(standing): Dave Coldren, Carl Carbonara, Don Yates, Dr. Ronald Sepic, Dr. Gail Humphries
Mardirosian, Marcia Constantine accepting for Rich Constantine, Jane Grote. Third Row
(standing): Robert Dvorchak, Chuck Cantalamessa, Ross DiMarco, M.D., A. Michael
Pratt, Joseph Thomas

2014 Class of Inductees – First Row (seated): Beth Santore for George Esper, Julie Sages Turrentine, Pam Jubin Balch, Michele Hooper, Nancy Vernon. Second
Row (standing): Bill Power Jr. for Bill Power, Rich Rosendale, Ray Gillian, Ray Parson, Harry Fee, Don Crawford for J. Vernon Crawford, Joe Everhart for the 1925
Basketball Team

2015 Class of Inductees – First Row (seated): Margaret Emelson, Marianne Simon LaBella for Disey Elias Simon, Dr. Joseph John, Kathy Nesser Pasquarella for James “Lash”
Nesser, Dr Chris Tanner, Dr. Charles Machesky; Second Row (standing): Gene Huey,
Robert Cenker, Leslie Jones, Ron Kilgore, Tom Fee; Missing: Mia Price, Morgan Gregory
for Bennett “Pope” Gregory, Dr. Gary Brain for the 1962 Football Team

2016 Class of Inductees – First Row (seated): Terence Jackson, Dr. Regina Carlow,
Dr. Leslie Lyons, Larraine Susa, Wilfred Minor for Wilfred “Spider” Minor, Bill Broda;
Second Row (standing): Jeff Spinetti, Don Yates for the 1962 Basketball Team, Paul
Epps for Tory Epps, Lawrence Rossi, Dr. Daniel Risha; Missing: Joshua Swimmer for
Saul Swimmer
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EVENT OVERVIEW

INDUCTEES

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

ACADEMICS
2013
Dr. Maribeth Bozek-Kuzmicki
Jane K. Grote
Ross F. Dimarco Jr., MD
Robert J. Dvorchak
A. Michael Pratt

ATHLETICS
2013
Carl F. Carbonara
Dr. Ronald R. Sepic
Sandy Stephens
Joseph I. Thomas
Don Yates

2014
Dr. Pamela Jubin Balch
Michelle Hooper
Nancy Duffield Vernon

2014
Ray Gillian
Ray Parson
Charley Hyatt

2015
Robert J. Cenker
Dr. Joseph F. John, MD
Dr. Trudy Bush
2016
Dr. Leslie Lyons
Dr. Dan Risha
Joe Livingstone
2017
Dr. Holly Diehl
Dr. Donald Vrabec
James Gismondi
ARTS
2013
Joe Anastasi
Chuck Cantalamessa
Orville Smith Conn Jr.
Dr. Gail Humphries Mardirosian
Dave F. Coldren
2014
George Esper
Richard Rosendale
Julie Sages Turrentine

2015
Tom Fee
Gene Huey
Bennett “Pope” Gregory
2016
Jeff Spinetti
Tory Epps
Terrence Jackson
2017
John “Hook” Hull
Allyn Curry
Francis “Moose” Machinsky
Joe Hrezo
ADMINISTRATOR
2013
Richard A. Constantine
2014
J. Vernon “Happy” Crawford
2015
Dr. Charles D. Machesky
VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL
2015
Ron Kilgore
2016
Lawrence Rossi

2015
Mia Price
Dr. Chris Tanner
Leslie A. Jones

2017
Mario Piccolomini

2016
Dr. Regina Carlow
Larraine Susa
Saul Swimmer

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
2014
Harry Fee

2017
Amy Lacey
David Ezra Cohen
James Burger

2015
Margaret A. Emelson
“Disey” Elias Simon
2016
Wilfred “Spider” Minor
2017
Torrence “Tod” Trent
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COACH
2013
Abe Everhart
2014
Bill Power
2015
James “Lash” Nesser
2016
Bill Broda
2017
Dave Shuck
TEAM
2014
1925 State Champs Basketball
2015
1962 WPIAL Champs Football
2016
1962 State Champs Basketball
2017
1964 State Champs Basketball

UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL - 106 YEARS OLD
The first school in Uniontown opened September 26, 1783 where the Fayette County Prison now stands,
yards away from· where Henry Beeson announced the founding of the town at his mill in 1776.

A new building was eventually needed for the growing student enrollment, so property was purchased at
146 E. Fayette Street. Back in 1861. Camp Lafayette was located there at Hustead Field. The 85th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment organized there in late 1861 training for the Civil War where the William K. Power
Stadium and the practice field now stand.
Andrew Cooper was the architect for the new high school. He would also design the new Central School
building (1916) after the old school on East Church Street was torn down. The cost of the new high school
was $90,975, with the heating and ventilation system costing $16,327.
There were 434 pupils on opening day, Monday, September 11, 1911: 46 seniors, 62 juniors, 103 sophomores, 58 commercials, and 165 freshmen. Opening exercises were later held on Tuesday morning,
November 21, 1911. The school district superintendent in 1911 was C.J. Scott. Professor F.W. Wright was
the first high school principal and Ella Peach was the assistant principal.
The original building at the corner of Fayette Street and Wilson Avenue had an auditorium and a gymnasium.
The old auditorium stood where the enclosed courtyard between the 1911 building and the 1955 gymnasium now stands. The Hustead house east of the school on Fayette Street later became the home economics
building. It was torn down in 1954 to make way for a new auditorium, cafeteria , and music room. The auditorium was later named for drama teacher Margaret Emelson. A brick house on Wilson Avenue housed the
art department years later. The original gym was behind the old auditorium. It had a low balcony and was so
inadequate that games had to be held up at Lafayette Junior High.
In 1929, the three-story “Sophomore Alley” was added to the school on Wilson Avenue. Another wing of
classrooms and a natatorium were also added in 1980/81 on Fayette Street, including the Lowell C. Newman
Industrial Arts Section.
Over the last century, Uniontown High School proved to be “The School of Champions” through many great
sports teams and coaches. One name that stands out is A. J. Everhart. A. J. “Abe” Everhart, Sr. was a longtime coach at Uniontown High School and guided the Red Raiders to their first state championship in 1925.
His grandson, A. J. “Joe” Everhart III (track and cross country coach) has the basketball from that game as
well as one player’s uniform. Thirty-seven years after that 1925 state championship, Coach Abe’s son, A. J.
“Abe” Everhart, Jr., won the 1962 PIAA game against Norristown in March, giving Uniontown its second
state basketball championship. The 1955 gymnasium has been named the A.J. Everhart, Jr. Gymnasium.
Then in November of 1962, Coach William K. Power’s Red Raiders Football Team won the WPIAL Class AA
football title (without a playoff). The 1950 football stadium was later named after Coach Power. There have
been other state championship sports teams and athletes since then.
During the 1960’s, Uniontown High was first renamed Uniontown Joint Senior High School and then Uniontown Area Senior High School. The district includes the city of Uniontown, the boroughs of Ohiopyle and
Markleysburg, and the townships of Stewart, Wharton, Henry Clay, Menallen, and Franklin.
Thirty years after the 1980/81 renovation, in 2010/11, the high school underwent another major renovation
project. This included a new front entrance and stairwell between the 1911 section and the auditorium, a
new back entrance, a new cafeteria, new classrooms, an auxiliary gym, more parking, and the renovation of
all of the older sections including the enlargement of the main gym.
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A high school was established in 1885 on the third floor of the old Central School building (erected in 1868)
at the northwest corner of Gallatin Avenue and E. Church Street. Professor A. M. Claybaugh was the first
principal and Miss Ella Peach was the assistant principal. Young George Marshall spent some of his high
school years there before transferring to a private school on Main Street.

SPONSORS
The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame and its committee members
extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to those individuals and sponsors who made this undertaking possible
through their financial support and backing. It is truly remarkable what we can accomplish when we work
together. You can take pride in knowing you played a major part in bringing this endeavor to fruition.

Please support the businesses who have helped to make this all possible:

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Abby’s Gold and Gems

Ford of Uniontown

O.C. Cluss

Abundant Life Church

Geisinger Health System and
Medical Center

O’Gillies Pub

Gene Huey

Penn State Football
Letterman’s Club

George’s Studio

Pete and Linda Bozick

Gismondi Family

PNC Bank

Gus’ Pub

Randall and Karen Cramer

Cantalamessa Formals

Harry Fee’s Barber Service

Rhodes and Hammers Printing

Carney’s Auto Repair Service

Holy Society and
Jewish Community

Rizz’s

Apothecare Pharmacy
Burger Family
Brothers Lazer BLS Technologies
California University of
Pennsylvania

Chesler’s Fine Furniture

Rosemary and Ted Lacey

Chuck Seighman State Farm

Indiana University
Kelly School of Business

Communications Workers of
America Local 13000

James Lucidi &
Scott Rabatin Insurance

Titlow Tavern and Grille

Crawford Funeral Home

James Vending

Tom Vernon

Day Centennial Chevrolet

Janice M. Deli

Uniontown Area School District

Donald M. Miller Roofing

Janney

Uniontown Class of 1964

Dr. Kimberly A. Zaremba

Joby’s Gulf

Uniontown Class of 1968

Dr. Lawrence R. John

Joe and Barbara George

Uniontown Dry Cleaning

Dr. Malcolm Stone

Joyce’s Fine Jewelry

United Bank

Dr. Mark Rabatin

Kacie’s Sports Café

Dr. Ross DiMarco

Key Bank

University of Maryland
Terrapin Club

Fayette County Career &
Technical Institute and CTI
Joint Operating Committee

Laick Design

V.F.W. Curry-Dyson Post #3514

Mario D. Piccolomini Cabinetry

WVU Dept of Intercollegiate
Athletics

Fayette County Sports
Hall of Fame
First Federal of Greene County
Friends of Tod Trent
Frick Tri-County Federal
Credit Union

Marcia Grote Constantine
Meloni’s Restaurant
Mike Wood Toyota
Nemacolin Woodlands Resort
Newbauers Flowers
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Sepic Orthodontics

Tri-Star Auto Group

HALL OF FAME PROJECTS

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame was established in the Spring
of 2013. The first class was formally inducted October 26, 2013 at the Holiday Inn at a breakfast for the
occasion. This organization recognizes and honors the outstanding individuals and teams that Uniontown Area High School has produced over the years. The Inductees have distinguished themselves and
brought fame or recognition to the Uniontown Area High School through their outstanding accomplishments or contributions in academics, arts or athletics. Honoring these individuals and teams also
promotes a greater sense of school and community pride within the Uniontown Area School District.

-7-

FUTURE HALL OF FAMERS
Highlights of the 2016-2017 School Year
Recent Alumni Achievements and Possible Future Hall of Famers
• Madison Bertovich and Cameron Kutek made it to the 2016 state championship in cross country.
• The boys cross country team won the section for the 4th straight season, and were also county champions.
• The boys track team were county champs for the first time in 5 years.

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

• Jon Guseman made it to the state championship for the track and field team in the javelin.
• John Sharpe was All-WPIAL in swimming and All-PIAA in swimming.
• Recent alum William Hanuschock recently published his first book, The Dollmaker Study Guide, an overview
of a classic novel by Harriette Arnow.
• Dr. Nicholas Broskey was featured on WBRZ News in Baton Rouge, LA, for his study of gestational diabetes,
and possible positive interventions.
• Danae Rugula was All-WPIAL and ALL-PIAA in golf.
• Cross country and track alumna, Colleen O’Neil, took on and completed the Tour Divide, a 25-day mountain
bike race from Canada to Mexico.
• Alumna Katie Nicholson has recorded two albums recently, and is featured on iTunes and Spotify under
the name Katie Joy.
• Alumnus Joe Thomas was inducted into the WPIAL Hall of Fame for Track and Cross Country.
• Alumna Stephanie Cooper (Waggle) was selected as a top doctor in the Washington D.C. area, and works
at Improve Life PLLC.
• Alumna Julie Friend was named as the PSAC Track Athlete of the Year for Cal U of PA.
• Braden Carei won the OVC Pole Vault Championship in track and field for Belmont University.

If anyone knows of any good news about our alumni, please send a private message to the Uniontown Area
High School Alumni page on Facebook.
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The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts, & Athletics Hall of Fame awards scholarships annually to Uniontown High School seniors in three categories: Academics, Arts, and Athletics. This presentation takes place during the
Uniontown High School’s annual Awards Program which was held in May, 2017. The 2017 winners are:
Evan Klatt - AP Honors Scholar, member of Academic League, Hometown High Q, Math Team, Science Olympiad and
Model UN. He’s captain of the cross country team and maintains a 4.5 GPA. He was the 2017 Valedictorian and will
attend the Naval Academy.
Olivia Ansell - She has participated in the musicals, show choir and one acts. She is a four-year member of the marching band and served as Drum Major the last two years. She even combined her love of visual arts and music to host a
“paint and dip” where she helped raised money for the marching band. The proceeds from this event were used to
help purchase a new banner and make instrument repairs.
Nicholas Morgan – Over the past 4 years, Nick been a valued member of the soccer, track, cross country and swimming
teams all while maintaining highest honors in the classroom. In the fall, he will attend Drexel University and major in
Computer Engineering.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL INDUCTEES AND
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS!
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2017 SCHOLARSHIPS

Charmaine Sampson

August 9, 1950 – December 3, 2016
Charmaine Sampson was a woman who devoted much of her life to serving on community boards and committees, she
should be remembered as a woman who strived to make life better in her native Uniontown. Charmaine died Dec. 3,
2016 at Mount St. Macrina Manor. She was 66. Uniontown and its’ growth was first and foremost in her mind. She was
really involved in the community and believed in moving the community forward. Her passing is a loss for Fayette County
because she really did love the area and worked towards its’ improvement.
Born Aug. 9, 1950 in Uniontown to Charles W. Sampson and Lorraine Rose Sampson, Charmaine graduated Uniontown
Area High School in 1968. She became personal secretary to the late Robert E. Eberly, Uniontown businessman and
philanthropist, and later became secretary for Joe Hardy 84 Lumber founder and philanthropist when he served as Fayette
County commissioner. Charmaine’s work led to her involvement on boards and committees throughout Uniontown
and Fayette County. She sat on many boards – the Heart Association, the Chamber of Commerce, involved in FayPenn
(Economic Development Council), the planning and zoning commission, and so many more. She did work through
Mr. Hardy and Mr. Eberly for the food bank and community activities. She was a doer, often behind the scenes, making
things come together. She was an event planner extraordinaire. She engaged people to help her do some pretty impressive
events in the county, she never needed the limelight. She wanted to get projects completed to the gold standard, even the
platinum standard.
Charmaine traveled extensively in her middle years but she always choose to return to Uniontown. Uniontown was her
home, this is where she wanted to be. She went on many trips and had worldly adventures but she always wanted to come
home to Uniontown and give back to her home town. She was very proud of Uniontown, and it showed on so many
levels. She could have been the face of Uniontown close friends have said.
One reason for Charmaine’s success was a strong memory, she remembered everything. So many of those who knew
her have recalled Charmaine’s ability for storytelling. She was probably one of the best storytellers, she would draw you
in. Bob Eberly Jr. mentioned Charmaine’s storytelling at her funeral, saying, “Her stories were so in depth and deep.
You held on her every word.” She had a lot of friends and held her family very close to her heart. Charmaine was never
married and had no children, but loved and cared for her five nephews as if they were her own children. Charmaine was
survived by one of her three brothers. The profound impact she had on all those who kne~ her will be felt for years and
has influenced the lives of many. She was one of those people you counted on and never thought about it. It’s a loss not
just to her friends and family but to her community. She will be so missed, not just as an advocate for our community, but
as a great person and good friend and confidant to so many.

From Fellow committee members
and Friends

- 10 -

The Uniontown Area School District
proudly supports the inductees
who have helped establish
the tradition of the School of Champions

Congratulations!

Academics
Dr. Holly Diehl
James F. Gismondi
Dr. Donald P. Vrabec, MD

Arts
Jim Burger
David Ezra Cohen, Esq.
Amy Lacey

Athletics
Allyn Curry
John “Hook” Hull
Joe Hrezo
Francis “Moose” Machinsky
1964 State Champion
Basketball Team

Vocational Technical
Mario D. Piccolomina

Coach
David Shuck

Special Recognition
Torrence “Tod” Trent

The Uniontown Area Board of School Directors
Dr. Charles D. Machesky, Superintendent
District Administration and Staff
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DR. HOLLY DIEHL

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Holly Diehl has been an educator since 1987, as a classroom
teacher, curriculum coordinator, principal, consultant, and
university faculty member. As a graduate of the Uniontown
Area School District, she remains particularly indebted to
many of her teachers and principals at Marclay Elementary, AJ McMullen Middle School, and Uniontown Area High
School for their foundation, guidance, and passion for the
profession as it continues to impact her both personally and
professionally.
After graduating from Uniontown Area High School in 1983,
Holly earned a bachelor’s degree from West Virginia University in 1987 in Elementary Education; a mater’s degree from
Frostburg State University in 1992 in Curriculum and Instruction; certification in Administration and Supervision in 1995
from Frostburg State University; and a doctoral degree from
West Virginia University in 2005 in Curriculum and Instruction. She worked for eighteen years in Garrett County Public Schools before moving to California University of Pennsylvania in 2005.
Her passion in the field centers on pursuit of equal educational opportunity for all, with particular emphasis on issues
related to the impact of poverty on literacy. Over the past
several years, the emphasis has expanded to include preservice teachers and ways to foster their passion for teaching students as individuals.
During Holly’s principalship at Friendsville Elementary School, the school was recognized as one of five in
the state through research conducted by the Maryland Public Policy Institute. Holly’s work at the school was
highlighted in the book, Getting Results: High-Performing, Low-Income Schools in Maryland.
As faculty member at California University of Pennsylvania, she worked with colleagues to conduct research
regarding reading comprehension instruction for struggling students. She co-authored a book titled, Strategies for Powerful Comprehension Instruction: It Takes More than Mentioning, which is published by Shell
Publishing.
Currently she is working with a group of colleagues to examine the non-teaching attributes of highly effective teachers and ways to foster such traits in pre-service teachers. The group conducted research, developed a list of professional disposition attributes, and designed an assessment rubric. She co-authored the
book, Developing and Assessing Pre-service Teachers’ Professional Dispositions, which is under review for
publication.
Additionally at California University of Pennsylvania, she has served as the coordinator of the Professional
Development School (PDS) Collaborative since 2011 and works closely with local school districts, including
Uniontown Area School District. The mission of the Collaborative is, “Working Together to Advance Teaching and Learning” as both faculty of P-12 schools and faculty of California University of Pennsylvania work
together to design high-quality learning experiences for all students.
Holly resides on the family farm in Addison, Pennsylvania with her husband of 34 years, Glenn. Her son, Dakota, is a computer engineer and a 2013 graduate of California University of Pennsylvania. She enjoys quilting, hiking, biking, shooting her bow, and spending time in the outdoors.
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CON GR AT U LAT I ON S

DR. HOLLY DIEHL
CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA CELEBRATES DR. HOLLY DIEHL
AND HER INDUCTION INTO THE UNIONTOWN HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME.
THIS HONOR RECOGNIZES YOUR MANY ACHIEVEMENTS, AS WELL AS YOUR
INSPIRING FOCUS, IMAGINATION AND DETERMINATION.

CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY
O F

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

calu.edu
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL
INDUCTEES!

JOBY’S GULF
24 Hour Towing Service
100 South Beeson Avenue
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-0681
724-437-2359

19 S. Beeson Blvd.
Uniontown, PA 15401
724-438-3551

Joby Cantalamessa – Dealer & Owner

KACIE’S SPORTS CAFE
STOP IN AND SEE US
CALL FOR DAILY SPECIALS
OPEN DAILY FROM 7AM – 3PM

TOM VERNON, OWNER
65 Lebanon Avenue, Uniontown, PA 15401

724-550-4126
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CONGRATULATIONS
AND BEST WISHES
TO ALL 2017
INDUCTEES!
CONGRATULATIONS
2016 INDUCTEES

MANAGED NETWORK
SERVICES
Cloud Computing Services • WIFI Solutions

MANAGED PRINT SERVICES

Please visit our website at
www.uhshalloffame.org

Laser Printers • Multi-Function Copiers
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL

1-800-290-4444 www.blstechnologies.com

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL
INDUCTEES!
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you deserve the recognition.
PNC is proud to congratulate the honorees of the Uniontown Area
High School Academics, Arts & Athletics Hall of Fame on an amazing
achievement. You’ve shown us what’s possible through hard work
and persistence.

Uniontown Branch
2 East Main Street, Uniontown 15401
or Call 724-437-1526
pnc.com

©2017 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC
Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon
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In Memory of

James F. Gismondi, Jr.
2017 Uniontown Area High School
Hall of Fame Inductee

Your legacy of family, faith,
humility, love and compassion
remains forever with us.
Wife, Elizabeth Gismondi
Children, Jillian and Steven Gismondi
Grandaughter, Alice Gismondi
Mother, Leda Gismondi
Siblings, Janine, John and Julie Gismondi
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JAMES F. GISMONDI

ACADEMICS

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Uniontown native and resident of Farmington Hills, Michigan, passed away peacefully on April 2, 2013 after a brief
illness. Jim was surrounded throughout his illness by his long
family including his wife and children, his siblings and his
mother. Born in Uniontown, Pennsylvania on May 15, 1950
to the late James F. Gismondi, Sr. and Leda F. Gismondi (DeGusipe). Jim was predeceased by his father James (Jimmy)
in 1974. Jim leaves to cherish his memory his long wife
and children, Elizabeth Gaither Gismondi of Farmington
Hills, Michigan; daughter Jillian Gismondi Sarata, husband
Ron and grandchild of Commerce Township, Michigan; son
Stewn Gismondi of Orlando, Florida; his dear mother Leda
F. Gismondi of Uniontown, Pennsylvania; sister Janine Gismondi and husband John Koritko of Pennsylwnia Furnace,
Pennsylvania; brother John Gismondi and wife Lisa of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; sister Julie Gismondi and husband
John Schaal of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and many special
nieces and nephews.
Jim graduated from Uniontown Area Senior High School in
Uniontown, Pennsylvania with the Class of 1968. He attended Washington & Jefferson College where he graduated with a B.S. in Economics in 1972 and attended the
Wharton School of Business at The University of Pennsylvania, earning an MBA in 1974.
Jim spent the next 25 years with Ford Motor Company in various management and executive positions.
After retiring from Ford in 1999, he worked as an auto industry consultant and strategic planner for IBM,
BBDO Detroit, Ardent Learning, and SAP Business Solutions.
“My brother was very proud to consider Uniontown as his hometown.” said his brother John. “He maintained many lifelong friendships with Uniontown folks, and since our mother (Leda Gismondi) continues to
live there, he took every opportunity to visit Uniontown many times a year. He also made it a point to keep
up with local events by subscribing to the local paper for years or reading it regularly online.”
Jim was a long time member of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish in Farmington, Michigan, where he served as the
Parish Representative to the Vicariate Pastoral Council and as the Vicariate Representative to the Pastoral
Council of the Archdiocese of Detroit.
Jim served multiple terms on the Board of Trustees at his alma mater, Washington & Jefferson College,
where he was also an active participant on various committees and projects in support of the advancement
of the college’s academic mission.
Jim was an ardent supporter and tireless volunteer for the Multiple Sclerosis Society of Michigan, working on
various initiatives, first with the local Detroit chapter and later with the Michigan chapter. Jim was recently
installed as the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of the Michigan Chapter of the Multiple Sclerosis
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Society, where he planned to continue working toward the ultimate mission of finding a cure for MS.

Congratulations to

LOCAL 13000

James Gismondi

COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA

and all of
the 2017 Inductees

AFL-CIO
Congratulates Inductees to

Uniontown High School
Hall of Fame

Joe and Barbara Simon George

Executive Board
James Gardler, President
Jeffrey Reamer, Vice President
Marissa MacCrory, Secretary-Treasurer
Richard Dezzi, Eastern Region Vice President
Thomas Crawford, Western Region Vice President
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For all of his accomplishments in life, most dear to Jim’s heart were his family, his faith, and his fellow human beings. Always humble and unselfish, Jim treated everyone he encountered equally, and was especially
compassionate towards those less fortunate or dealing with trying situations. A welcoming smile, an open
ear and mind, words of low and encouragement, and a genuine sense of fairness for all – the commendable
way in which Jim lived his life will forever serve as a shining example for us all.

DR. DONALD P. VRABEC, MD

ACADEMICS

Donald P. Vrabec, MD graduated from Uniontown High
School in the class of 1950. During his years at UHS he participated in many activities including Football, Nature, Dramatic and Physics Clubs, and was Class President during his
Junior year. He was remembered by his classmates as having
a great sense of humor and as a swell friend always ready to
give a helping hand.

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Don went on to earn his Bachelor of Science and Doctorates
in Pharmacy and Medicine from the University of Pittsburgh.
After graduation he served in the US Army Medical Corps
and earned the rank of Captain. He then completed a Residency in Otolaryngology at the Mayo Clinic during which
he earned the prestigious E. Starr Judd Award for outstanding work in surgery. The research he performed during Fellowship at the Kresge Hearing and Research Institute of the
University of Michigan earned first award at the VIII International Congress of Otolaryngology.
He was invited by Dr. Francis Davison to join Geisinger Medical Center in 1967. His career spanned more than three decades during which he served as Director of Otolaryngology
and Head and Neck Surgery from 1984 until 2000. Throughout his career, Dr. Vrabec was a leader in his field. He was
President of the Pennsylvania Academy of Otolaryngology
and Ophthalmology and President of the Central Pennsylvania Society of Otolaryngology. He was honored
by the American Academy of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery with awards for both Basic Research
and Merit for Services to the Academy in its educational program. He was elected to membership in the
American Laryngological Association. Among his most prestigious awards is the American Academy of
Otolaryngology’s Jerome C. Goldstein Public Service Award for the “House of Care”.
Don’s mother developed cancer and traveled from Smock to Pittsburgh for treatments. She was often ill
and found the trips exhausting. When driving her to and from her treatments, he remembered her saying
“Donnie, isn’t there something you could do?” Dr. Vrabec was a Head and Neck surgeon who treated cancer patients. Many lived more than 50 miles from Geisinger. Many required extended radiation and chemotherapy treatments. For some, the cost of travel and hotel accommodations were prohibitive. For others the
discomfort and disfigurement of their illness, hair loss, radiation tattoos, and the stigma of having “cancer”
became obstacles to completing the required treatments. Still others, like his mother, suffered exhausting
and at times painful travel. Dr. Vrabec knew there had to be a better way. And that way, he decided, would
be the “House of Care.”
In 1984, with the help of many heads, hands and hearts, the “House of Care” was completed on the Geisinger Medical Center campus in Danville, Pennsylvania in response to these cancer patients’ needs. For over 30
years it has provided low-cost accommodations and a comfortable “home away from home” for more than
80,000 patients and families from 46 states and 27 countries around the world. In 2014 it was re-christened
the Donald P. Vrabec House of Care.
Don knew where he came from and how fortunate he was to have been given the opportunity to utilize his
God given talents. He wanted to give back, to provide opportunities to others like himself who may not have
been born to wealth. Dr. Vrabec endowed the Vrabec Family Student Award scholarships at the University
of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy and University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine for students from Fayette
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County and the surrounding region to pursue their dreams of higher education in medicine and pharmacy.
UHS made a big impact on Dr. Vrabec. Over the years, he kept in touch with a kind, soft spoken man who
was memorialized in the Pennsylvania Coaches Hall of Fame, and for whom Uniontown High’s Football
Stadium was named, Coach Bill Powers. Coach Powers had a genuine concern for his players. He bridged
culture gaps, encouraged academic as well as sporting excellence, and helped many get collegiate athletic
scholarships. But he also remained concerned about his former players. Although Don graduated from Pitt
“Summa Cum Laude”, his initial application to medical school was rejected. He was stunned, confused and
dejected. He was ashamed to tell his mother and father, a hard working coal miner, that he had wasted so
much time and money. He felt he had nowhere to turn. And then he thought of “Coach”.
Coach Power met with him. They talked for a few hours. The next day when Don reviewed fragments of his
scribbled notes, he began to realize what Coach had been trying to teach him, both on the field and off.
“Your goal is the end zone, and you can not quit or you lose”. Don needed a TD, not a short run. So with
nothing to lose, he visited the Dean of the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine. He told his story, and
agreed to another year of undergraduate school after which he could re-apply to the School of Medicine,
with no guarantees. And when the letter of acceptance arrived, he read it over and over. And then it hit him.
He had caught the last second TD pass….and he remembered Coach Power’s words: “NEVER STOP TRYING TO GET WHERE YOU’VE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE.”
Dr. Vrabec traveled far from home through his career as a physician, educator, research and public servant.
But he always remembered with pride where he began his journey. Uniontown always remained close to
his heart.

Congratulations, Dr. Vrabec, on your
Uniontown High School Hall of Fame induction!
Congratulations, Dr. Vrabec, on your
Uniontown High School Hall of Fame induction!
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Amy Lacey is a nationally-recognized news anchor at WRIC-TV
8News in Richmond, Virginia.
Currently, Amy is the co-anchor of 8News at 5 and 8News at
5:30, which earned the Radio Television Digital News Association (RTDNA) regional Edward R. Murrow Award for Best
Newscast in 2016.
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Amy was named 2014 Best News Anchor of the Year, Virginia
& West Virginia by the Associated Press (AP). She was also
recognized by the AP as Best News Anchor in Virginia for both
2011 and 2013.
In 2016, Amy was one of only three television journalists to receive the prestigious RTDNA national Kaleidoscope Award for
excellence in reporting on diversity for ‘Living Transgender in
RVA.’ This series, which covers challenges faced by members
of Richmond’s transgender population and their hopes for the
future, also received a 2016 AP Award in the Best Documentary/In-Depth Reporting category.
In September 2017 (the very same day she is being inducted
into the Uniontown Area High School Hall of Fame), Amy is
being recognized in Anaheim, California with an unprecedented second RTDNA national Kaleidoscope Award for her mental health series ‘Faces of Recovery.’ This year-long passion
project of hers allowed individuals battling mental illnesses to share their daily experiences along with calls for
change and additional resources.
The Virginia Association of Broadcasters (VAB) presented Amy with the 2017 Best Human Interest Series award
for ‘Faces of Recovery.’ She received the same honor in 2016 for ‘From Felony to Family,’ which followed
women serving sentences in the Richmond jail through a program designed to help them build relationships
with loved ones.
For her work to raise awareness about children in Virginia’s foster system, Amy received the UMFS Child Advocate Guardian Award in 2014. The nonprofit Here2Hear acknowledged her efforts to bring attention to issues impacting Richmond’s deaf and hard of hearing community with its 2016 Advocacy Award. In 2017, Amy
was named a ‘Kindness Ambassador’ by the nonprofit REAP and received the PurposeBound Parents Inspired
Award for her outreach in the community.
Amy grew up along Route 40 in Uniontown. She graduated from Uniontown Area High School in 1995. In 1999,
she graduated from Duquesne University with degrees in Journalism and Psychology. She also completed
a Journalism program at American University. While in college, Amy reported and anchored local news for
WDUQ-FM, a National Public Radio affiliate. She also won various Communication awards.
Before joining 8News in April 2004, Amy was a Bureau Chief and Fill-in Anchor for WCTI-TV in New Bern, North
Carolina. She also worked as a Reporter and Fill-in Anchor at KOAM-TV in Joplin, Missouri and as an Associate
Producer at WPXI-TV in Pittsburgh.
Amy loves working in television news because she learns so much about different issues and has a chance
to reach thousands of people every day. She also says you can’t beat the adrenaline rush of covering severe
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weather or breaking news. Yes, she has been the reporter standing on a pier during a tropical storm while waves
crashed and wind blew around her!
Amy is a frequent guest speaker and emcee in the Richmond area and is passionate about helping local nonprofits, including the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, for which she was a Woman of the Year candidate in 2012.

Amy has a soft spot in her heart for animals, especially her cat Gizmo who she adopted while doing a story at a
North Carolina animal shelter after Hurricane Isabel. For her animal advocacy, Amy received a 2013 Dedication
Award from the Southside SPCA for helping to give homeless animals a voice in the community.

Congratulations
Amy Lacey

on your induction into the
2017 uniontown area
high School hall of fame

Rosemary and Ted Lacey
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In her free time, Amy enjoys shopping, cooking and traveling. She always has a bag packed and her passport
ready for trips with her husband. They are expecting their first child, a daughter, in December 2017 and can’t
wait to experience the world through her eyes.
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JIM BURGER
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Jim Burger was the fourth and favorite child of Lenny and
Lisa Burger. The family lived modestly in the last house on the
right, when you’re driving up Union Street to get to the Uniontown Shopping Center. He began his career in the arts at Craig
Elementary School, where he honed his illustration skills by
drawing in the margins of textbooks - report cards from that
era suggest a substantial amount of time spent in this pursuit.
His earliest influences stem from trips with his mother and sisters, to Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Museum, where he viewed the
master works from its collection. His mother and sisters also
made stops at Kaufmann’s, Joseph Horne’s, and Gimbels department stores…“Since we’re already in town.”
By the time Burger reached Benjamin Franklin Junior High
School, he was an accomplished sign painter, illustrating notices for school dances, and elections. His large-nosed Ben
Franklin Quaker mascot insignia, and his lightning bolt logo,
designed exclusively for the faculty basketball team, the
“Zaps,” remained in use long after his graduation. It was also
during those formative junior high years that Burger began
photographing for the yearbook, excelling in sports photography, as the BF squads savagely whipped the football and
basketball teams from North Union, South Union, and crosstown rival, Lafayette. It was an easy move up to Uniontown
Senior High School, where Burger seamlessly merged with the yearbook staff, photographing the antics of
the remarkably unruly class of 1978. His artwork was also in high demand, only on a much larger canvas, as he
was frequently called upon to illustrate the newsprint-covered hoop held by the cheerleaders before sporting
events. Sadly, none of the works of that period survive; the Red Raiders tore through them every time.
Immediately after graduation from UHS, Burger moved to Baltimore, MD, where he had been accepted at The
Maryland Institute College of Art. Despite being founded in 1826, and being the oldest continuously degreegranting college of art and design in the nation, and having an international reputation for being one of the
most exalted fine art schools in the world, Burger’s father still thought he went to the University of Maryland.
While at the Institute he sharpened his documentary photography abilities, the headwaters of his career path.
He received the coveted Jerome Abrams Memorial Scholarship, and used the money to fund his senior thesis,
an all-encompassing photographic documentary of the Baltimore City Fire Department. After graduation in
1982, Burger was awarded the “Baltimore’s Best” Award, “For promoting a better understanding between the
Fire Department, and the citizens it serves.” Presenting the award were future Maryland Governor, William Donald Schaefer, and future United States Senator, Barbara Mikulski. Also receiving an award was Johnny Unitas, a
football player.
Burger’s first foray into newspapering was instant, post-graduation employment, at the City Paper, Baltimore’s
premier, alternative newspaper. He was quickly teamed with Mike Anft, also a new hire. They covered election
night, 1982, and were seemingly everywhere. The following issue carried their stories and photos on the front
page. For the next six years the duo was a constant thorn in the side of Baltimore’s government, chiding inept
politicians for the mishandling of the city’s wholesale fish market, and its subsequent relocation out of town,
the abandonment of South Baltimore’s poorest and most polluted industrial/residential neighborhoods, or the
ceding of the waterfront to unscrupulous developers, with their checkbooks at the ready.
In 1988, Burger was recruited to work for the Baltimore Sun, Maryland’s largest, and most influential newspaper.
Apart from his general assignments and studio work, he enjoyed photographing the Baltimore Orioles, and
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While at the Sun, Burger began writing essays for the editorial page of the evening paper. Following his retirement in 1999, he was offered a columnist position for the Baltimore Messenger, an influential weekly paper in
North Baltimore. He penned the “Alonsoville” column; a series of articles based in truth, on actual neighbors,
but often interspersed with fictitious details. For instance a piece about Rene Gunning, an elderly, courtly lawyer from the neighborhood: Gunning was of proud French descent, and every year, on Bastille Day, hung the
tri-colored flag of France from the second floor of his home. Burger wrote of Gunning, “One prisoner in the
Bastille, serving a harsh sentence, was a small boy named Rene Gunning, falsely accused of stealing a quiche.”
Burger achieved greater prominence writing the “Town Crier” column for STYLE Magazine. In one memorable
piece he interviewed Playboy’s May Centerfold and Baltimore native, Christie Shake. “I was handed a complementary copy of the magazine and Christie’s Playmate Data Sheet. It was a bit disheartening to learn that I was
old enough to be her father, but listed among her “Turn-offs” were “Arrogant, cocky and self-centered people,”
so it never would have worked out between us anyhow.” Still later, Burger found a national stage, writing the
“View From Mars” column for Smart Woman Magazine. Here he was able to sneak his father into an article:
“What always struck me about him was his attitude in the face of adversity. The worse a situation was the more
he enjoyed and made the best of it. I had saved enough money to buy a car and promptly wrecked it. “I envy
you! I only wish when I was your age I wrecked my car. It’s the best thing that could have happened to you.”
This was his response when I lost my first job: “Excellent! Now you know employers are idiots. What a wonderful
lesson.” That was Lenny.”
Burger has collaborated on many books, his book on the Baltimore City Fire Department; “…In Service.” was
released to critical acclaim. He also partnered with Baltimore Sun food writer Rob Kasper, and Baltimore Orioles
legendary first baseman, Boog Powell, to publish “Baltimore Beer: A Satisfying History of Charm City Brewing,”
and “Baltimore Baseball and Barbeque with Boog Powell.” He was a commissioned photographer for “America
24/7: 24 Hours. 7 Days. Extraordinary Images of One American Week.” Upon release in 2003 the book shot to
#1 on the New York Times Bestselling List.
Currently Burger is a freelance photojournalist, privileged to work with many high profile, national clients, including AARP, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Lockheed-Martin, McCormick Spice, and TransAmerica. Their patronage
affords him time to write and photograph more personal pieces, such as the years-long saga of tracking down
Conrad Brooks, an actor who appeared in the movie “Plan 9 From Outer Space”…arguably the worst film ever
made. That story was featured in the Washington Post Magazine. Burger’s work has appeared in The Los Angeles Times, The San Francisco Examiner, The Sacramento Bee, and The Philadelphia Inquirer. He has been the
recipient of three Maryland State Arts Council Grants.
A major retrospective of Burger’s photography will be mounted by the Baltimore Creative Alliance in the fall of
2018. That one-man show will open on Saturday, October 13, 2018.
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their move from storied Memorial Stadium, to their new downtown home, the retro-classic ballpark, Oriole Park
at Camden Yards. He was on hand to photograph Rick Sutcliffe throw the first pitch on April 6, 1992, as Sutcliffe
pitched a complete game and defeated the Cleveland Indians 2-0. Burger also photographed the 1993 All-Star
Game, and Cal Ripken Jr.’s run up to, tying, and breaking of Lou Gehrig’s consecutive baseball games played
streak. The record now stands at 2,632. Burger also photographed the Baltimore Stallions, during the Canadian
Football Leagues expansion into the United States, and the Baltimore Ravens of the National Football League,
starting with their first game, September 1, 1996.

JAMES LUCIDI and SCOTT ROBATIN AGENCIES
462 Morgantown Street
Uniontown, PA 15401
724-438-6699

James Lucidi’s email:
J.Lucidi@american-national.com

Scott Robatin’s email:
Scott.Robatin@american-national.com

UHS Graduate of 1978

UHS Graduate of 1982
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David Ezra Cohen was born in Uniontown, PA, in 1918, to
immigrant Lithuanian Jews, A. Harry Cohen and Hannah
Margolis Cohen. David was the youngest of six siblings
(Helen, Jess, Bertha, Abraham, Helen). The family had a
candy store at the corner of Mt. Vernon and Main, (site of
Jendral’s Drug), and lived on Charles St.
He would tell
stories of visiting the Princess of Thurn and Taxis, who lived
across the street from the store in a grand home on Mt Vernon Ave.
Even as a young boy in Uniontown, David faced bigotry
and anti-Semitism. Being a Jewish kid, with red curly hair,
dressed in lederhosen, he would recount how he had to
fend off bullies almost every day while walking home from
school for lunch. Perhaps this is where he developed his
“toughness” and fierce sense of right and wrong.
David was of superior intelligence, and through
his school years in Uniontown, was nicknamed
‘Smart Davey” .. There
were two David Cohens
in his class… we’ll not
speak of the other’s nickname. David led the Uniontown High School to
victory in the 1936 PA State Debate Championship. He used his oratory
and forensic skills for the justice of the citizens of Uniontown as a highly
admired attorney.
After High School, David attended Penn State and was ultimately admitted to Harvard Law School. Before
he could finish, WW2 broke out, and he enlisted in the US Army Air Corps. An intelligence officer, he rose
in the ranks to Captain, and was a member of the force responsible for the liberation of Paris from the Nazis.
David wrote home often, and in relating the joy of the Parisians he wrote home, “Mom and Pop, I have been
kissed my both men and women!”. In one of his most poignant letters home, he described the horrors of
Nazi Germany… his eloquence as a young soldier is impressive… his great future as an attorney and protector of justice is predictable… This letter is only one of the many that serves as both a historical treasure, but
also a demonstration of his brilliance as a communicator.
May 25, 1945
Dearest Mom & Pop,
Censorship has been relaxed and perhaps I can tell you of some of the places I have been and
some of the things that I have seen. I have been to Giebelstadt, near Wurzburg (a completely
wrecked city, aren’t they all) about 50 miles from the Czech border. It is there we enjoyed the
luxurious quarters I described in a previous letter. Giebelstadt itself is nothing but a little hamlet where German Farmers live. It is located in Bavaria which has the reputation for being the
gayest of all the provinces. The people are predominantly Catholic and probably less Nazified
than northern Germany. By my own few contacts, I can say that Hitler did an amazing job of
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indoctrination. He is still a demigod to most of these people and many are not even critical
despite the turn of events. They blame the loss of the war on his henchman, Goering, Goebbels, Himmler et al. To give you some idea of how these stupid people have been duped,
one frulein, on being told of the torture chambers and the unspeakable atrocities at Dachau,
Buchenwald, and Laudsberg remarked that it couldn’t possibly be blamed on Hitler because
he was so modest and gentle! All their houses are filled with elaborate and expensive books
replete with all sorts of pictures of Hitler kissing babies, smiling benignly as he shakes hands
with farmers, laborers, high school students – all of which have created the monstrous delusion
that he is a gentle, kindly, smiling man capable of nothing but doing good. And you should
see the expressions on peoples’ faces in these pictures. It does not betray admiration but rapt
inarticulate worship, of complete blind and slavish devotion. So today I think it safe to say that
the German people do not blame Hitler and if they do blame it is not for immeasurable suffering he has caused, but that he did not succeed in winning the war. But my dearest parents,
they are paying even though they can never pay in full. Germany’s once beautiful cities are
completely destroyed and the roads are clogged with thousands of people frantically moving
in search of shelter. When you see an old woman heavily burdened with impediments they
have salvaged from a once proud home trudging heavily up a long hill, sometimes in tears one
is almost weakened until realizes that these are the very women in the pictures whose adoring
eyes were all for the feuhrer and who gladly gave their sons for his monstrous aggressions, until
one reflects that out of the bellies of these women came SS troopers, the Gestapo, and others
who have perpetuated crimes hitherto beyond the most savage imagination.
This started out to be a travelogue and wound up being a diatribe against Nazism. Forgive
me, but sometimes I get worked up into a fever. I got down to see Heidelberg, the famous
University and brewery city. The University is very disappointing. I expected to see a lot of
stately buildings. I have written pages and said nothing. You may attribute that to total ignorance of any future deployment of this insignificant Captain. Personally, I prefer the Army of
Dec.
And how goes everything back home – the weather, the grandchildren and the children. Give
me all the hot dope. Until then.
Love David
After the war, according other letters home, he seriously considered staying in Paris, and establishing his
law career there. Fortunately, he returned to the USA. David finished his legal studies at the University of
Pittsburgh. He was appointed to 1st Assistant DA in Uniontown and ultimately began a private practice with
an esteemed career as a “country lawyer” (according to his contemporary Peter U. Hook, this is how they
referred to themselves). David was married to Dorothy M Curtis, and took her 3 year old son James as his
own. They had two children together, Herschel and Tione.
From all accounts of anyone who experienced him in the courtroom, David was a “Master” litigator… and an
extremely gifted writer. Whether it was a fellow attorney or a downtrodden coal miner who was injured in
a mining accident, David E. Cohen was held in the highest esteem where accolades spanned from his legal
prowess to his tremendous humility and generosity. He was a highly respected member of the Bar and was
“the #1 Plaintiff’s lawyer” according to accounts of his peers. It was common for David not to charge poor
folks in town, and he fought for justice for all. He touched many people in many ways. He was a bit of a local
celebrity… loved and admired both for his legal abilities, but also for his humility and humanity.
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The capstone and unfortunate end of his career is the large basis for this nomination. This country lawyer
from Uniontown PA, fought the Ford Motor company and won. Tragically, in 1978, two young girls from
the area, Diane Lynn Tringes, 6 and Michelle Everly, 8 were killed in a fiery Ford Pinto crash in Waltersburg.
“It was an inferno”, said paramedic Anthony Pindrock, the girls were trapped in the car and perished in the
flames.”
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David Cohen was selected to represent the family, who charged Ford with “reckless, willful and wanton
misconduct”. The suit alleged the firm manufactured and sold Pinto cars while knowing the likelihood of
ignition and explosion in rear end collisions. A settlement worth more than $2 million dollars was paid to
the families of the victims.
The case took its toll on David, who at only 60 years of age suffered a debilitating stroke prior to the conclusion of proceedings. His partner, Robert L. Webster had to take over the final steps. But after announcement of his victory, in his aphasia and paralysis, as best he could, raised his hand in victory, and proclaimed
in broken speech … TWO MILLION DOLLARS…. TWO MILLION DOLLARS. He was so very proud and
happy he was able to win this for the young victims.
David was never able to resume his career. He fought valiantly to regain his ability to walk and speak. He
would make trips to his old office where he would spend the day at his desk, reading law books and being
amongst his beloved colleagues.
He was a hero in many ways, a defender of our country, a defender of justice, and an honorable and humble
humanitarian.
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ALLYN CURRY

The eldest son of Ellsworth (Duke) and Elizabeth (Libby) Curry and grandson of George and Jane Curry. Allyn and his
sibling’s, Brother Adrian and Sister Janis, grew up in East End
and attended East End Grade School and Lafayette Junior
High prior attending Uniontown Joint Senior High.
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In the summer of 1969 Allyn married Terral Kay Jones of Republic, PA. Allyn and Terral were married for 27 years and
had a daughter Adria. Adria graduated from Indiana University with BS Degree in Psychology/Sociology, 1993. Adria
married Michael Aldridge (Chicago, IL) and currently lives
in Atlanta, GA with daughter Sydney Alyn. Allyn looks forward to spending time with my daughter and granddaughter
upon retirement.
Allyn played basketball and ran track at Lafayette under
coaches Robert Fee and Bill Baron respectively. At Uniontown he competed in basketball, track and cross country under Coach Abe Everhart. A two year starter on the Uniontown High basketball team Allyn was All Section 5 selection,
All WPIAL selection and Honorable Mention All-State selection his senior year. Besides being a starter on the 1962 State
Championship team Allyn was a member of the 1963 WPIAL
Championship mile relay team. The mile relay team placed
4th in the PIAA State track meet at State College, PA.
During his senior year Allyn received approximately 15 to 20 scholarship offers for basketball. George King,
Head Basketball Coach, West Virginia University, extended Allyn a scholarship to become the first black
player in the Southern Conference. Allyn accepted the offer and was accepted in the School of Pharmacy with
a five year Grant–in-Aid Scholarship. However, later that summer declined the offer after extensive deliberations with his parents and grandparents.
After graduating in 1963 Allyn attended the Franciscan University of Steubenville on a full scholarship in
basketball and majored in Accounting. While at Steubenville Allyn was the Most Popular Baron and Student
Athlete his freshman year; Most Underrated Player his junior year and Most Valuable Player in his senior year.
Allyn was a member of student Council and Vice President of Alpha Chi Rho Fraternity. Allyn graduated in
1967 with BS Degree in Accounting. Allyn declined 2 invitations for tryouts with the Cleveland Pipers and
Pittsburgh Condors of the fledgling ABA.
In the summer of 1967 Allyn accepted employment as an Accountant with General Telephone Company of PA
in Erie, PA. Allyn worked as a Revenue Accountant until the end of 1967 when he reported to Fort Knox to
begin 6 months active duty training as a member of the Pennsylvania Army National Guard. After completing
basic training he was transferred to Fort Sill, OK for Advanced Artillery Infantry training prior to returning to
Erie in spring of 1968. Upon returning to General Telephone Allyn made a career switch to Human Resources
where he held positons in employment, management training, college relations and running the employee
store operations. In April ’72 Allyn accepted the Employment Manager position at the GTE corporate headquarters in New York City. In 1973 Allyn was selected by GTE to receive the Black Achievers Award presented
by the Harlem YMCA. As the Employment Manager Allyn was responsible for coordinating the employment
activities for 8 different divisions moving to the new corporate headquarters in Stamford, CT. While at corporate Allyn did rotations in corporate compensation, succession planning and training. Allyn left GTE in 1975
to become the Manager, International Compensation, American Express Travelers Cheques Division in NYC.
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In September 1978, Allyn transferred to Indianapolis, IN to head up the relocation and employment programs
for the new Midwest Regional headquarters in Indianapolis, IN. Allyn left GTE in May 1985 to join Citibank
Credit Cards Headquarters in Sioux Falls, SD to head up all employment activities. In 1988 accepted a position with the Kelley School of Business Career Services Office as a Consultant. Later became Associate Director – Corporate Outreach. Currently, he is Director, Diversity Initiatives, Alumni Relations /Development
Office, utilizing his corporate background in diversity and inclusion initiatives. July 1, 2017 marked Allyn’s
29th anniversary with the Kelley School of Business. In October 2016 Allyn organized the 50th Anniversary
Celebration of the Consortium for Graduate Study in Management (CGSM) Program at the Kelley School of
Business. The CGSM program is dedicated to assisting domestic people of color get their MBAs. Kelley was
one of the 3 original schools who initiated the program in 1967. Today the CGSM organizations is made up
of 19 US MBA programs. In 2012 the Kelley CGSM alumni students endowed a scholarship in Allyn’s name.
Allyn found time wherever he lived and worked to become involved in community organizations. In Erie, PA
he became a board member of Booker T. Washington Center and The Opportunity Industrial Center, OIC
founded by Rev. Leon Sullivan in Philadelphia in the late 60’s.
While in Stamford, CT Allyn helped establish a vestibule training program with GTE that provided skills
training for underrepresented minority families displaced by the company’s property acquisitions. He also
coached a 9-12 year old basketball team at the Norwalk Jewish Community Center.
In Carmel, IN he coached a 9-12 year team at Carmel Jr. High.
In Bloomington, IN he has served on the board of Cry of the Children (COC) organization. COC helps students from disadvantage families with tutoring programs and social activities. Allyn was a volunteer basketball coach for 9 years with Tri-North Middle School. Allyn is active member of Bethel AME Church where he
serves as trustee, finance officer and usher.
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However rejoined GTE a year later.

In Honor of the
Class of 2017 Inductees

ALLYN CURRY
1964 BASKETBALL TEAM
V.F.W. CURRY DYSON POST #3514
Salute your many achievements that blessed us with
many proud and fond memories.
This heart-warming induction adds to the memories.

Thank you!
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JOHN “HOOK” HULL

ATHLETICS

By George Von Benko
Uniontown High School was a football powerhouse through
the 1950’s and into the 1960’s, and one of the toughest Red
Raiders to grace the gridiron during that period was the man
the called “Hook” - big John Hull.

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Hull was a part of some great Raider football squads from
1964 through 1966 and played a little basketball and ran track
as well.
“I started the Johnstown football game as a sophomore,” Hull
recalled. “I played center and linebacker, played both ways
and snapped for the punts.
“I kicked extra points, except in that first game where Grover
kicked. Before the games they would make us kick 10 kicks,
and whoever ever made the most kicks got to kick the extra
points. Grover won that time, and we tied 6-6 in that game.
“The rain made the field a muddy mess, and the official would
actually hold the ball until you got out there. It was really bad.
It was bad for us because, back then with Gardner Points, it
knocked us out of the playoffs. We only had 14 points scored
on us the rest of the year. I’m proud of that. I got to call the
defense the whole year. It was a super year.”
Hull marvels at some of the athletes that Uniontown produced.
“Ron Sepic was my hero,” Hull said. “Doc Yates, when I was sophomore, took care of me and took me under his
wing. I had people like Ray Parson, Wilfred Minor, Ray Gillian, Huey and Nelson Munsey and the list goes on.
You had some of the younger kids like Mike Lemansky and Eddie Nypaver. You look back and say my goodness.
I was just blessed to come along at that time.”
Uniontown was 8-0-1 in Hull’s sophomore season. As a junior, the Red Raiders were unbeaten at 10-0 and captured the WPIAL Class AA championship. In 1966 - Hull’s senior year - the Red Raiders posted a 6-3 mark.
“The junior season was special,” Hull said. “We had a little more points scored on us that year. After 20, I quit
counting, but we played some good teams and beat Washington by a touchdown, and then and we went down
and played Trinity. They were undefeated going into the last game of the year, and we whipped them by five or
six touchdowns. Then the big game was at Pitt Stadium against Butler, and I’ll never forget that one.”
Hull, who then played end and linebacker, was a big part in Uniontown’s 14-7 win over Butler. He had a miscue,
which helped Butler take a 7-0 first-quarter lead.
A punt by Minor was fumbled on the 9-yard line. Joe Croftcheck recovered, but the Raiders were offside and
were set back to their own 48-yard line from where they had to punt again. A high snap from Hull sailed away
from Minor, and Butler’s Rich Saul chased him back to the 20. Still Minor got the kick away and the ball when
out of bounds at midfield.
Butler scored nine plays later to take a 7-0 lead.
Hull later caught a 12-yard touchdown pass from Minor to tie the game at 7-7, as he also booted two extra
points in the game.
Uniontown sealed the victory with an 87-yard drive in nine plays, capped by Gillian’s 30-yard run with a 1:50
remaining.
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“Gillian broke loose for the TD, and he did it on a broken ankle,” Hull said. “That was the gut-check time. I
caught the pass that made it 7-7, and Gillian’s run iced it. The defense played great all day, and the offense
also played well.
“Butler, you’ve got to give it to them, they had a heck of a team. But had it not been for me snapping the ball
over Minor’s head on the punt, they never would have scored. I gave them great field position. That wasn’t a
fun time for me, but you’ve got to remember the bad with the good, and we overcame my problem there.”
“The senior season we lost lot of tremendous athletes. We had a lot of guys who quit playing that year,” Hull
said. “We were young. Sal Mercadante was a junior and Bobby Lucas was a junior. We played well. We lost
Johnstown, 12-0, (the game was later forfeited to Uniontown because Johnstown used a ineligible player) and
we lost to Connellsville, 9-7. Jim Braxton kicked a field goal to beat us. We ended up on the 1-yard line as time
ran out. Six and three isn’t a bad season, but I played on two undefeated teams.”
Hull has fond memories of the Red Raider football coaching staff.
“Coach Kaltenbach was just unique,” Hull said. “He did a lot to get people in school, and we had some great
assistant coaches. Tony Nunes was there when I was a sophomore and junior and taught me a lot about football
and how to think outside the box, and Joe Yourchik beat me up and made me tough. All good coaches are
blessed when they have good assistants - guys like Coach Conrad on the defensive side of the ball. He took
care of me.”
Hull also played basketball.
“I played as a sophomore and a junior,” Hull said. “I was on the “Wrecking Crew” my junior year - the second
team. We had great players. My senior year I was playing football, and it seemed like every college wanted me
to visit, so I didn’t play basketball.”
Uniontown didn’t have a baseball team in those days.
“We didn’t have high school baseball back then,” Hull lamented. “That was one of my loves. North Union and
South Union had teams - every school but Uniontown. I think my brother’s senior year they started it. I enjoyed
Teener League, County League and Legion ball. That was my fun sport.”
Hull was also a part of the playground culture at that time.
“Lincoln View was my playground. We’d play from morning until night,” Hull said. “Ruby Laskey ran Lincoln
View. She was great. I think we really grew up in a great time - really a better time than our kids did.”
Hull was All-County as a junior and senior, All-State as a senior and voted second team on the Parade Magazine
All-America team.
He played in the Big 33 game and received the Golden Boot as the Class AA MVP at the Dapper Dan Banquet.
The award used to be on display at O’Gillies Pub and Deli. When Hull graduated in 1967, he was heavily recruited for football. The Big Ten schools pursued him, along with West Virginia and Pitt.
“I made two major mistakes in my athletic career. The first one was not going to Penn State because coach
Kaltenbach didn’t want me to go there. The second was leaving Iowa for the simple reason that when I transferred back to Penn State I left the defensive side of the ball. They made me a tight end, and that was fine, but
up there that’s like being an outside tackle when you had Lydell Mitchell and Franco Harris running the ball.”
After one year at Iowa, he returned to Penn State. He injured a knee and played on the 1970 and 1971 squads.
The 1970 team finished 7-3 and voted not to go to the Gator Bowl, and the 1971 squad posted an 11-1 mark
and defeated Texas 30-6 in the Cotton Bowl.
“My brother Tom followed me to Penn State. I stepped in on that one and told him to make his own mind up
and tell everyone to leave you alone. He had a great career up there,” Hull said.
At Penn State, Hull played, but was almost an after thought.
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Hull was disappointed with his senior season as the Raiders slipped in 1966.

JOHN “HOOK” HULL

ATHLETICS

“I was never going to start there. I got hurt my sophomore year and missed that whole year with reconstructive knee surgery,” Hull said. “I came back in good shape and thought I was going to play, and I did. We ran
plays in. Coach Paterno never let the quarterbacks call the plays. My junior year I alternated with Jimmy McCord, and when we got inside the 30-yard line, I never came out of the game. It just seemed the closer we
got to the goal line, the more I got to play. I played a lot my senior year and played on some good teams. The
whole way through I played with the best athletes in high school and great talent in college.”
When Hull graduated from Penn State, pro football did not come calling.

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

“I didn’t play enough. That’s one of the things that has kind of always haunted me,” Hull said. “Not that I was
the greatest tight end in the world, but I played middle linebacker at Iowa, captained the freshman team and
probably should have stayed there. It bothered me that I didn’t get a shot at the pros. I watched people play
that I’d played against, and my passion at the time was football. It was a learning experience. I passed it on
to my kids and didn’t let them make the same mistakes.”
After college, Hull returned to Uniontown, worked for Null Ford and then moved to Florida, where he sold
heavy trucks. He stayed in heavy equipment sales for 18 years. He is now a vice president in charge of the
transportation and marine claims department for Essex Insurance Company in Richmond, Va.
Hull, 68, is married to the former Eileen Francis of Uniontown. They have been married 47 years. They have
two sons and daughters in law and two grand children. Jason R. Hull, MD is an orthopaedic surgeon in Richmond, Va. He is married to Jenny Whitney with two children, Whitney Anne and Jamison Ray. His other son,
Brett A. Hull, PhD works in material engineering in Raleigh, N.C. and is married to Jennifer Angell.
“I’ve got a couple of grandkids that keep me busy,” Hull said. “I’m fortunate that they are close by.”
Hull doesn’t get back to Fayette County too often, but loves his hometown.
“I love Uniontown and I’m married to a Uniontown girl,” Hull said. “You see guys you ran around with and you
pick up right where you left off. That’s what is great about Uniontown. I’ve been away for awhile, but I don’t
have any friends like I did in Uniontown.”
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By George Von Benko
New Salem, PA native Joe Hrezo went off to college on a
football scholarship and wound up on a world tour.
Hrezo played football, wrestled and ran track for the Uniontown Red Raiders in the late 1950’s and was part of some
outstanding Red Raider teams.
“I lettered in 1956 as a sophomore,” Hrezo recalled. “I
played mostly on the kickoff team and some defense. In
1957 I played end and then my senior season I shifted to a
guard spot and also played linebacker. I actually liked playing guard better than playing end because I was pretty quick
and I was able to pull and do a lot of blocking and of course
played linebacker on defense and I liked that.”
In 1956 the Raiders were 8-2 with losses coming at the hands
of Mt. Lebanon 28-13 and Monessen 7-0. The 1957 squad
was unbeaten at 8-0, but 16 players were stricken with the
flu and two games were cancelled against Redstone and
Baldwin. The Redstone game was rescheduled but Gardner
points knocked the Raiders out of a chance to play for the
title. In Hrezo’s senior year Uniontown posted a 7-1-1 mark.
The loss was an upset by German and a tie with Mt. Lebanon.
Hrezo was very adept at blocking punts and in his senior
season he blocked five punts in the final three games.
“That was pretty interesting,” he laughed. “I think I got two in the last game and that helped me make the
All-State team. I was pretty quick and our coaches had a great punt block scheme. We were pretty good at
blocking punts.”
The Red Raiders of that era were spearheaded by quarterback Sandy Stephens and halfback Bill Munsey.
Stephens graduated in 1958 and Munsey in 1959.
“They were both great players,” Hrezo gushed. “Munsey was a great guy and I enjoyed blocking for him,
he was tough and he could run. They were both good teammates. Stephens just had great ability ñ he was
good and he could tiptoe and he could run hard. He was pretty big and he had a good arm. Munsey was
just a tough, tough guy.”
Bill Power was the Uniontown head football coach and Hrezo has high praise for his old mentor.
“He had good teams and he had good coaches,” Hrezo said. “His assistants were John Kruper, Al Brodhag,
Max Zane and Bill Barren. Coach Power had the knack ñ we practiced hard and scouted really well and he
used film and we went over the film after every game he critiqued us. He was a really good guy.”
Hrezo garnered All-State, All-County and All Western conference honors as a senior and was named to the
Big 33 squad and helped Pennsylvania defeat the U.S. All Stars 18-0 in Hershey, PA.
“Five of us from the Big 33 team wound up playing at Maryland,” Hrezo said. “It was a great experience
playing in that game and there was nobody more surprised than me when I saw my name in the newspaper
that I made it. That’s how I found out from the newspaper.”
1957 still is a bitter pill for Hrezo to swallow.
“There was a lot of disappointment,” he lamented. “You go undefeated and all you get is an 8-0 record and
no chance to play for a title.”
Hrezo also ran track for the Raiders and he was on the wrestling squad.
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“I ran the sprints and low hurdles,” Hrezo stated. “I tried to throw the javelin and would always cross the
line. I made the varsity wresting team my senior year and I lettered in track all three years. I enjoyed wrestling and we had a real good wrestling coach ñ Red Campbell. Abe Everhart coached track and he always
had a smile on his face and he was a good coach.”
Hrezo also credits his time at Uniontown with helping get through college football.
“Some of the basic fundamentals really helped,” Hrezo offered. “During the summer coach Power would
give us a big tire tube folded over in kind of a canvas cover with holders on it and you would get another
guy and you would get in your stance and pop up and hit it and forearm shiver it and he had a big punching
hanging down and you hit that. When I went to college some of the players had never seen that. We had
great fundamentals.”
When Hrezo graduated from Uniontown in 1959 he had to sift through some scholarship offers.
“I could have gone to Miami,” he remembered. “My dad wouldn’t let me ñ he said you’re not going to major in underwater basket weaving. I visited Tennessee, Wake Forest, Cincinnati, Penn State and Maryland.
Maryland recruited Pennsylvania and Fayette County well and Hrezo became a Terrapin.
“There were five of us down there from Fayette County,” Hrezo said. “Two the year before and three my
year ñ Rich Novak and Tom Sankovich were down there and they showed me around and I said this is the
place for me. Three of us joined those two ñ Tom Rae, Murnis Banner and me.”
Hrezo played freshman ball in 1959.
“I played in three games and then I got a concussion and a lacerated pupil my first year,” he stated. “I
started as a guard my sophomore year and also played both ways as a linebacker and I played the up back
on offense as a junior and the strictly linebacker as a senior.
Hrezo won the Coaches Award as a linebacker in his senior season.
The coach at Maryland was Tom Nugent.
“He was a character,” Hrezo said of Nugent. “He had quite a staff including Lee Corso, but Nugent was a
showman an I formation guy.”
The Terps posted a 6-4 mark in 1960 and were 7-3 in 1961. In Hrezo’s senior season they went 6-4.
“We had great talent ñ Gary Collins made All-America,” Hrezo explained. “We could have gone to a bowl
game my junior season, but we were upset by Virginia. My senior season we almost upset George Mira and
Miami ñ I had an interception in that game. Dick Shiner played quarterback at Maryland while I was there
and we had a good tackle in Walter Rock. Collins was terrific.”
Hrezo graduated from Maryland in 1963 and entered the service.
“I could have tried out with the Eagles,” Hrezo reported. “But I went through ROTC and got commissioned
and two weeks after I graduated I was in the Air Force at Griffith Air Force Base in Rome, NY.”
The service set him up for what proved to be his life’s work in air transport. He was in the Air Force for four
and a half years. Following his stint in the Air Force he went to work for Air America in Laos and Vietnam.
“I was trying to get into counter insurgency and go to paratrooper school,” Hrezo stated. “They didn’t have
any opening for my AFSC ñ my service classification. I was color blind so I couldn’t go to pilot’s school. It
was suggested that I go to transportation school and I went there for three months and then went to Korea
with the Military Air Transport Command. At that time Air America was flying a DC 4 and they brought the
Stars and Stripes newspaper over from Japan every night. I got to no the Air America rep over there. I was
extended for six months and then after that I got a job interview and I came back and then went to work
for Air America.
“It was an interesting experience ñ it wasn’t as bad as everybody said it was. They were a contractor and
they had some planes from the government and they did some really good things and some weird things.”
Hrezo worked for Air America for two years and then went to work for World Airways in Bangkok and Manila
and some other projects.
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“Right at the end when I was working for World Airways I was on the last flight out of Da Nang in Vietnam
that took off with about three hundred people on a 727.”
Hrezo then worked in Saudi Arabia and then to Singapore and then Indonesia and returned to the US and
did some work with World Airways. He then went to work for Emory World Wide Airlines in Dayton, OH. He
retired once, but then went back to work. He now works for Astar Air Cargo.
Hrezo, 75, resides in Jupiter, Fla. He met his wife Carolina when he worked in Indonesia and they have been
married 28 years and have no children.
Hrezo still gets back to Uniontown to visit his mother.
“My mother passed away at age 91,” he reported. “I go to Uniontown two or three times a year. You can’t
take Fayette County out of the boy. It was great growing up back there and we had a great bunch of guys.
George Von Benko’s “Memory Lane” columns appear in the Sunday editions of the Herald-Standard. He
also hosts a sports talk show on WMBS-AM radio from 10 a.m. to noon on Saturdays.
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Congratulations to all
new Inductees!

47 Iowa Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-430-7393
Dave Carney – Owner
ASE Certified Master Technician
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By George Von Benko
In today’s world of football with offensive lineman weighing
in at over 300 pounds it is hard to imagine an offensive tackle
at 210 pounds, but that is what Francis “Moose” Machinsky
weighed when he manned a tackle spot for the Ohio State
Buckeyes.
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Machinsky, a Buffington, PA native, was a big part of the glory
years of Uniontown High School football. He was a key member of the Red Raiders undefeated team in his senior year
1951 when he earned first team All-State honors.
“They had the “Gardner Points” system in those days,”
Machinsky recalled. “It is funny, the previous year in 1950 we
were way ahead of everybody in points, but if you lost a game
you were out of the playoffs and we lost to Latrobe the last
game of the season. The next year we beat everybody, but
didn’t have enough points. We really had a good team that
year, in fact better than 1950, but we didn’t have enough
points. We all went down to Monessen to see them play and
if Monessen had won we would have gotten in, but Monessen lost.”
Machinsky was known for his football talent, but he loved
baseball.
“It still is my favorite sport,” he offered. “I loved baseball.”
Uniontown football turned into a powerhouse in the early 1950’s and Machinsky says it was because of one
man - head coach Bill Power.
“Coach Power came in and he was amazing,” Machinsky explained. “We went to football camp - well nobody
went to camp. For some of us kids that didn’t have very much that never got to go to any kind of a camp, that
was a treat. He worked us hard, but we felt we were having fun. We practiced twice a day in pads and then
went out at night. We went to a boy’s camp near Washington, PA the first year and it was bad. But the next
two years we went to West Liberty College and it was nice. When we came back from camp we were in shape
and ready to play.”
As he looks back at those teams he has fond memories of his teammates.
“The whole team was just outstanding. WE had Ronnie Manning, Jim Henderson, Eddie Santore, Bill Hunt - all
of them were good. I think we had eight or nine guys that went to college my senior year and either got full
scholarships or partial scholarships - that’s unbelievable,” said Machinsky.
Machinsky was highly recruited by the likes of Notre Dame, Penn State, Pitt and West Virginia, but decided to
go to Ohio State.
“The summer before I was a sophomore I was playing baseball for one of the patch baseball teams - I was playing for Buffington,” Machinsky stated. “The first day of practice our coach said does anybody need a job - well
all the guys either worked in the mines or the steel mills, Regis Burns and I put up our hands. John Galbreath
was remodeling all the coal towns. He was adding a room on and putting a bathroom in and septic tanks because we had outside toilets. I was told to go see a guy who would put me to work. Galbreath had agreed to
hire two ballplayers from each patch because he loved baseball and he owned the Pittsburgh Pirates.
“I cleared $48.50 a week - I’ll never forget it. After football season I get a call from the guys in Galbreath’s
office in Uniontown - I go in and all three of the guys had gone to Ohio State and I eventually had dinner
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with Mr Galbreath and that’s where it started. I worked for them again the next summer and when I was at
Ohio State if I went home on weekends I would go in the office and clean the office and they would pay me,
which took care of my expenses for the Weekend. I committed to Notre Dame and Ohio State said you come
up one more time. I went up there and I came back and said I’m going to Ohio State.”

“Our best team was in 1954. We were undefeated and beat Southern California in the Rose Bowl,” Machinsky
recalled. “We won the Big Ten again the next year, my senior year, Machinsky explained. “Coach Hayes was
just incredible - on the field he was a tyrant, but if you were giving your all and you were doing your best - it
may not have been the greatest, but if he knew you were busting your tail he never said a word to you. If you
were dogging it - then look out. He was first class and the thing I liked about him was, that was just in the beginning of the black players coming in. He was very open and if you were good it didn’t make any difference
what color you were or what your nationality was - you played and he treated everybody the same. He was a
hell of a guy.”
Machinsky’s top playing weight was 210 pounds and he marvels at today’s players.
“It’s amazing, I was over at Ohio State last year, Coach Tressel is great about bringing the ex-players together,” Machinsky stated. “We watched practice and after practice the players were coming in and I’m looking at
these guys - 310 and 305 pounds and they look like they are slim and they are in great shape.”
Machinsky played in the East-West Shrine game and the Hula Bowl after he graduated from OSU.
He was drafted by the Washington Redskins in the fourth round.
“I was small and they called me up and said we’re coming to see you and we want you,” Machinsky said. “The
Canadian team Toronto was recruiting me because they went for a little smaller lineman up there because you
had to play both ways. I asked the Redskins what they were going to pay and they said $6,000 and I said I got
a contract here for $2,000 bonus and $9,500 salary with Toronto.”
He played one year with the CFL Toronto Argonauts and then had to go into the Air Force for two years.
“That was enough I was ready to go to work,” he said.
Machinsky, 75, went to work for a construction company and was burned badly on the left side by a gasoline
explosion on the job.
When he recovered he went into the Janitor’s service supply business in Columbus and was in the insurance
business and started a company that did real well and after that he owned a Beer Distributorship and then
had a half interest in a trash company and then sold out. He retired in 1997 and lives six months in Columbus
and six months in Florida with his wife of 53 years Judy. They have two children, a daughter Wendy and son
Michael.
He remained active with Ohio State and is a past president of the Varsity Alumni Organization and a member
of the Ohio State Presidents Club.
“I play a little golf and spend quality time,” Machinsky said. “I like to cook - so I cook a lot.”
He doesn’t have any relatives in Fayette County anymore, but still comes back to the area.
“I was back for Bill Power’s memorial service,” Machinsky reported. “My daughter is coming up from Florida
with her family and they are coming up and I’m going to take them back to Uniontown and Buffington and
show the grandkids where I came from.”
Moose passed away on September 5, 2014.
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He went to Columbus and played freshman football in 1952 and was on the varsity in 1953, 1954 and 1955.
He was an All-Big Ten selection at tackle in 1954 on the Buckeyes undefeated National Championship team
and team co-captain in 1955. He played for the legendary Woody Hayes.

CALL THE TRADE ME IN
GUYS AND GALS AT
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Mario D. Piccolomini

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THIS YEARS
OUTSTANDING CLASS OF
INDUCTEES

CONGRATULATIONS
2017 INDUCTEES!
GUS’S PUB NOW OPEN FOR
LUNCH, DINNER & IN BETWEEN!
$4.99 lunch specials are here!
Delivery, pick up, eat in.
Call 724-438-1615
10:30 am-1:00 pm

MARCIA CONSTANTINE

Gus Gerard is back in town!!! Former LH Basketball
Legend, Hall of Famer, and ABA and NBA Star has
opened his Pub for business!

HARRY FEE'S
BARBER SERVICE

Check out the awesome menu and great prices!
Take outs available!
Call 724-428-1615
Kitchen Hours 10:30am-11:30pm
Monday thru Saturday.
Pub Hours 10:30am - Close 1am.

172 S. Mt. Vernon Avenue
Uniontown, PA

Congratulations
1981 State Champs!
CONGRATULATIONS!

58 E. Fayette St., Uniontown

724-437-1226

Lots of free parking behind building - easy access
off of Dunbar St., across from Bailey Park.
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Mario Piccolomini is the owner of Mario D. Piccolomini Cabinetry in Uniontown, PA.
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Mario lived on Gallatin Ave. in Uniontown above his family’s
restaurant Domenico’s Grille. Behind the restaurant was a
small cabinetry shop owned by Tony Trincia and ran by the
Fox brothers, this is where his love for custom craftsmanship began. When he wasn’t helping out at the restaurant he
would spend his time with the Fox’s watching and learning
how to build custom cabinetry.
In 1968 Mario’s family moved out to Kaider Rd. in Uniontown and instead of playing like most kids he would continue to go to the cabinet shop to learn more on custom
cabinetry. This led him to start his own cabinet business in
the basement of Domenico’s in 1970 at the young age of 14
with help from his father Lou and Uncle Fiore Piccolomini.
In 1973 Mario moved his business to a new shop he built on
the family property on Kaider Rd. where he is still located
and building custom cabinetry for residential and commercial use in Pennsylvania and surrounding states.
Mario graduated from the Uniontown Sr. High School/Fayette County Vocational Training in 1974. While he was in
school he was in the VICA club. In his senior year the VICA
club had a Local, State, and National competition for carpentry. Mario won first place in the Local and State
competition.
Mario contributes his success’of still being in business after 47 years on many factors. The Fox brothers for
their time and patients in showing a little boy the art of true craftsmanship. The support and encouragement
his parents and family gave him when he wanted to start his own business at such a young age. The support he received from the school and faculty while trying to run a business and go to school and his further
knowledge of carpentry from the Vo-Tech School. He feels this early support and continue schooling helped
him want to succeed even more. Also, building quality custom made cabinetry, not cabinets out of a box.
Being honest, polite and friendly.
Mario is thankful for his wife Elizabeth Oldland-Piccolomini and their four children, three sons and a daughter. Mario feels they are his greatest success. They are honest, respectful and hardworking young adults.
And having his wife’s love and support every day makes him want to get up and go to work every day doing
what he still loves, building custom made cabinetry. And to our Lord Jesus, who without him none of this
would be possible.
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The West Virginia University
Department of Intercollegiate Athletics

the family of

DAVE SHUCK
on his induction into the

Uniontown Area High School
Hall of Fame
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COACH

DAVID SHUCK

Ervin David “Dave” Shuck grew up on a farm in the small
southern West Virginia town of Danese. He developed a love
of basketball at an early age, and during his senior year at
Nuttall High School, he led his team to the West Virginia
Class AA state championship.

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Shuck received several offers to continue his basketball
career in college (Maryland, Virginia), and decided to stay
home and play at West Virginia University. During Shuck’s
four years at WVU, the Mountaineers won two Southern
Conference titles and made three trips to the NCAA Tournament.
Shuck graduated from WVU in 1963, and coached the junior
varsity team for one year as a graduate assistant.
Shuck and his wife, Jane, eventually made their way to Fayette County (PA), where Shuck began teaching at Uniontown
High School in 1965. He retired from UHS in 2001, having
taught Biology, Health, and Physical Education during his
36-year teaching career.
Shuck was an assistant coach on the boys’ basketball team
under Abe Everhart for 11 years, during which time he started a summer basketball program for players in grades 4-12.
After Everhart retired, Shuck took over the program for one season, compiling a record of 18-4 and winning
the Section 5 championship before stepping down as head coach.
In 1991, Shuck returned to the Uniontown bench as head coach, and stayed there until his retirement.
Shuck’s teams made the playoffs every year, won five section titles, one WPIAL championship, was a WPIAL
runner-up, and made two trips to the Pennsylvania AAAA state championship game.
Shuck ended his coaching career at Uniontown with an overall record of 228-78, and never had a losing
season. The Red Raiders’ best season under Shuck came in 2001-02, when they finished 30-2 with a section
title, WPIAL championship, and a runner-up finish in the PIAA state title game.
Dave and Jane were married for 52 years and had three children: David, Sandy, and Cathy.
Shuck’s hobbies included hunting, fishing, and camping. He loved the game of basketball: playing, teaching, but most of all, his kids. Shuck always emphasized to his players that how they presented themselves to
others reflected Uniontown High School.
Shuck passed away on November 2, 2014, at his home in Dunbar, PA, at the age of 74.
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL INDUCTEES!
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Congratulations
Hall of Fame Inductees!
P.O. Box 28

SERVING THE MOUNTAIN
LAUREL HIGHLANDS AND

Hopwood, PA

UNIONTOWN AREA

Crawford Funeral Home
Donald R. Crawford - Director

724-329-1418
Farmington, PA

724-437-1115
Hopwood, PA

Their futures are bright and their Rx for success
began with the Licensed Practical Nursing
Program at the...

FAYETTE COUNTY
CAREER &
TECHNICAL INSTITUTE
The Rx for Success!

The LPN Program at Fayette County Career & Technical Institute
Through this 12 month program you can achieve a sense of...

• Accomplishment • Fulfillment • Confidence
• Professional Satisfaction • Pride
LPN website - www.fayettecti.org/lpn.html
Call to start your successful future!

724-437-2724
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The Fayette County
Sports Hall of Fame
Congratulates
Hall of Famer Tod Trent
on his Induction into The
Uniontown Area High School
Academics, Arts and Athletics
Hall of Fame
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TORRENCE “TOD” TRENT

By George Von Benko

2017 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

The Fayette County sports community was saddened by the
news that Tod Trent had passed away on Monday, February
6, 2017 in LaFayette Manor.
Trent was 90, and he was preceded in death by his loving
wife Irma (Anderson) Trent September 9, 2016; and a son,
Todd Trent.
From 1951 until he retired in 1991 Tod Trent was a friend to
Fayette County athletes and chronicled some of the greatest moments in Fayette County sports history as a writer for
the Uniontown Evening Standard and Morning Herald.
Trent went to high school at Richlands, Va., and had he
sights set on playing basketball in college when he graduated in 1943.
“I enjoyed playing, I graduated at 17 and World War II was
still raging and I enlisted in the Air Force. When I turned 18
instead of being drafted I would go to my own choice of
where I wanted to go. I came to West Virginia University as
a 17-year old freshman and I’m thinking I’m going to try out
for basketball, but was stepping into a lot of competition.”
He entered the Air Force at 18. After leaving the service in
1946, Trent went back to college for one year at Concord
College before returning to WVU. He went to the journalism school.
“I was on the school paper, The Daily Athenaeum,” Trent explained. “I took courses in most everything and
found out early on that I would not have been a good advertising man. My talents were in writing and reporting. I got to know Tony Constantine and Mickey Furfari from the Morgantown paper and of course got
to know them real well later in my career.”
Trent graduated from WVU in 1951.
“I heard that there was a job opening in Uniontown,” Trent reported. “I heard about it when I was taking
final exams and I called and they asked me to come up for an interview. I had never been to Uniontown and
this was my first trip. I interviewed with the editor of the Evening Standard, George Gray. I came up by bus
and I find out the first of the week and I started on the job February 6, 1951.
“I started out on general news and I was on general news until 1954. The sports editor then, Ralph Schulze,
was more interested in the outdoors and features than he really was in the games. During football season
and basketball season I was always available. I got to cover the games and got to know the background
and the sports through this area. When they named me sports editor of the Evening Standard in 1954, the
sports editor of the Morning Herald, Bob Wood, was so gracious and took me around and introduced me
to the coaches that I didn’t know and he was a great story teller – I loved to listen to him. Bob went to the
Washington Observer shortly after I took over the Evening Standard and I was also named sports editor of
the Morning Herald in the late 1950s.”
Trent covered the “Golden Age” of Fayette County athletics, rubbing elbows with great coaches and players and covering some outstanding teams.
“Of course, Abe Everhart was a personal favorite,” Trent opined. “Bill Power was great also, they both were
easy to work with and they were cooperative. I loved to go out to Masontown when John Lozar was coach
and this was after Gene Franks wasn’t coaching anymore — he was an administrator, but the “Old Fox” was
one of my favorite people. I loved to hear him tell stories. Lash Nesser was quite a character and I enjoyed
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him. I always had a good relationship with German’s Lou Rozzi and there were folks that thought Lou was a
little gruff, but Lou always seemed easy to approach for me.
“Joe Bosnic at Dunbar turned out some super teams and did the same thing at Redstone. Lets not forget
Warner Fritsch at Brownsville and Nick Bubanovich at North Union and Park Glass, Okey Ryan and Ringy
Stefancin at South Union. I thought the North Union - South Union rivalry was a great rivalry. Sometimes they
might not have had the best teams, but when they got together it was a battle royal.
“After Laurel Highlands was formed I loved covering the Uniontown-LH games. I saw every Uniontown-LH
game from the first one in 1967 until I retired in 1991. I had a very good relationship with Horse Taylor and
we always got along.”
Trent also reflected on some of the great players that he covered.
“I guess even before I was on sports I loved watching Francis “Moose” Machinsky play,” Trent said. “The first
year that I was here I went to the Uniontown games and he was one of the first lineman that I ever watched
who stood out. Usually it was the ball carriers that stood out, but he was such a dominant player.
“As the years went along I thoroughly enjoyed watching the development of Sandy Stephens and Bill Munsey and the thrill that you get to know that two kids from Uniontown High School are starting in the Rose
Bowl two years in a row and winning a national title. I enjoyed the basketball and football teams in 1962 and
Ron Sepic and I loved watching Don Yates. Stu Lantz will always be a favorite and Chuck Davis was another
favorite and he was the leading scorer in the county, but he could do so many things - he could shoot and
he could handle the ball.
Trent did an outstanding job in his column of following the athletes from Fayette County when they left and
went on to college.
“I always tried to keep as close a contact as I could,” Trent revealed. “I would write to the SID’s at the various
schools to get on the mailing list so that I could keep up with them and this was before email. I’d even call
and ask for pictures. That was a fun part of it - it really was.”
Trent covered WVU, Pitt and Penn State and the local professional teams.
“I went to a lot of Pirate games,” Trent stated. “I went to a lot of Sunday games and my son Tod loved baseball and I always took him with me. I was there and saw Mazeroski’s home run in 1960. In my last column I
mentioned that the biggest single event that I watched personally was Maz’ home run, I saw the Steelers
turn around. But I concentrated on high school sports and I felt that was an important aspect for a hometown
paper.”
Many of the coaches and athletes that he covered appreciated the importance Trent placed on area high
school athletics.
“I think he had compassion for every coach,” Former Connellsville basketball coach Hal Weightman said. “All
those years covering Abe Everhart and they had such a winning record. When he would come in to interview
the losers locker room he had compassion for the losing coach. He really was so understanding. He never
tore the kids down or the team or the coaches.”
“I still have the article handing up downstairs that he wrote when my dad passed away,” Former Albert Gallatin football coach Doc Franks stated. “He wrote a real nice article about my dad “The Old Fox” and he wrote
a nice article when Lash Nesser passed away. He was a friend to all the coaches in the area, he was always
fair to everybody and he was always fair to the kids especially.”
“No matter how good you are,” Former Redstone and Pitt star quarterback Fred Mazurek said. “You are
never going to be recognized unless there is somebody supporting you. Just like Tod Trent did for me, he
did a great job publicizing Fayette County athletes.”
Trent voted into the prestigious first class of the Fayette County Sports Hall of Fame in 2009.
“I think I’m going in on the coat tails,” Trent said when he learned he was going into the Hall of Fame. “The
real heroes are the players and the coaches, but I am highly, highly honored to even be considered. It never
dawned on me that this would happen. It’s very pleasing for an old West Virginia ridge runner.”
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TORRENCE “TOD” TRENT

1964 BASKETBALL TEAM

TEAMS
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By George Von Benko
The 1964 undefeated WPIAL and PIAA
champion Uniontown High School
boys basketball team is being inducted into the Fayette County Sports Hall
of Fame.
The driving force on the team, Stu
Lantz, won’t be in attendance because
of a prior commitment, but he will be
there in spirit.
“It is a great honor for that team to
be inducted,” Lantz said. “It is a great
honor for me to be associated with
that team and for all of those that are
1964 State Champion Basketball Team
in attendance, give them my best and
Front row, from left: P. Yezbak, E. Huey, C. Cluss, C. Beckwith,
tell them that I’m sorry that I couldn’t
D. Zabrosky, R. Stevens, J. Rae, L. Collier
be there. I was honored to be on that
Back row, from left: B. Gregory, J. Barkett, S. Lantz, J. Miller, P. Yates,
1964 basketball team.”
H. Bates, R. Parson
Not only is this team considered one
of the greatest in WPIAL history, but
one of the greatest in state history. Coached by the legendary Abe Everhart, Uniontown finished with a
28-0 record.
“That really says something,” Lantz stated. “I got a real good sense of that from longtime coach Tim Grgurich, who hails from Pittsburgh. He still says the way we ran and pressed, and the way we did things, he took
that into his coaching philosophy. He felt we were one of the best teams that he had ever seen.
“The famed Uniontown press was unbelievable and we did it from start to finish and we just wore you
down. There was really nothing you could do about it, because we were one of the only teams to run the
press that way.
“There were other teams that had certain presses they put on, but we had a full court, a half court, threequarter court, we had all kinds of different traps we would run and obviously it paid off.”
Red Raider stalwart Ray Parson looks back at the great Uniontown teams and marvels at the 1964 PIAA
basketball champs.
“That group of guys was probably the most talented bunch of people I’ve ever been affiliated with in
sports,” Parson recalled. “We had a great coach and we had great ballplayers, we trusted each other and
we played for each other.
“We were 28-0 that year – it was a team that couldn’t be conquered – it was a great team. There was Stu
Lantz, Pat Yates, Ben Gregory, Ray Stephens and Chuck Beckwith, it was just a great collection of athletes.”
“That year was a highlight,” Raider guard Chuck Beckwith offered. “I played a lot and I was the sixth man.
I took Ben Gregory’s place all the time and we got to play a lot and our second team was pretty good.
“We got to Harrisburg and we were so excited to be there. We were 27-0 going into the championship
game and the biggest thing for us, we weren’t going to lose that last game. Stu Lantz played great and Doc
Yates played great. I look back and think where did the years go.”
Coach Everhart was the architect of those great Red Raider teams of the 1960’s.
“He was just a great man who really cared,” Beckwith said of Everhart. “He was tough, but we had fun, he
let us have fun. He was such a gentle man, but he was forceful. We also had assistant John Kruper and he
was tough, he didn’t let you make dumb mistakes. They were a great pair.”
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Uniontown’s run to the state championship in 1964 was a bit of a surprise to Everhart. It figured to be a rebuilding year with four regulars gone.
“I didn’t have any idea at the start of the season I would be where I am tonight. No idea at all,” That’s what
Everhart said after winning the championship.
Along the way the Red Raiders got by an outstanding Midland team in the WPIAL Class A title game. Some
call it the “dream game.” In front of a capacity crowd at the Civic Arena, Uniontown prevails, 46-43, as Pat
Yates scores 13 points for the Raiders. Simmie Hill scores 26 for Midland, but star guard Norm Van Lier was
held to three points.
In the 62-51 win over Plymouth-Whitemarsh in the state title game, the Raiders got 19 points from Pat Yates,
16 points from Ben Gregory, 13 from Jim Rae and 12 Stu Lantz in cruising to the win.
“I couldn’t single out any one boy. I thought they all did a good job,” Everhart said after the game. Yates and
Rae played their best ball of the tournament and Gregory was a steadying influence. Lantz is a better shooter
than you saw tonight, but he got the ball off the board and hit two key tipins for us when we needed them.”
“The Midland game was the toughest game we had,” Raider Jim Rae offered. “That game stands out and the
game with Plymouth-Whitemarsh, I was never so far up for a game in my entire life. We used the full court
press.
“I remember in practice we knew our job, this is what you were supposed to do and if you didn’t do it Coach
Everhart would put someone in who would do the job.
“The championship game was one of my best when I scored 13 points. We thought we might have problems
with big Ed Szczesny, what loomed in my mind was John Naponick from the year before. Szczesny was 6-8
and was a big guy on the court. Our quickness was the determining factor.”

Diane Taylor Carom Class of ‘62 and
John C. Carom Class of ‘69
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ALMA MATER & FIGHT SONG
Uniontown!

O Uniontown!

FIGHT SONG

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the morning.

Our Alma Mater dear

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the night.

We Thy sons and daughters join

Every Raider knows when the whistle blows,

In hearty praise and cheer,

We will fight whenever we choose.

Maroon and White our colors fair

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the morning.

We’ll love and cherish too
Uniontown!

O

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the night.

Uniontown!

We are bound to win today,

To Thee we’ll e’er be true.

As we travel on our way.
We will fight, fight, fight, fight, fight.

2017

FRICK TRI-COUNTY
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

from Janice M. Deli
UHS Class of 1973

235 Pittsburgh Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-5123 (Phone)
724-438-7491 (Fax)
CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE 2017 INDUCTEES!

Please visit our website at
www.uhshalloffame.org
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ALMA MATER

AUTOGRAPHS
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