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The Uniontown Area High School
Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of
Fame was established in the Spring
of 2013. The first class was formally
inducted October 26, 2013 at the
Holiday Inn at a breakfast held for
the occasion. This organization will
recognize and honor the outstanding
individuals and teams that Uniontown
Area High School has produced over
the years. These Inductees have distinguished themselves and brought
fame or recognition to the Uniontown Area High School through their
outstanding accomplishments or contributions in academics, arts or athletics. Honoring these individuals and
teams also promotes a greater sense
of school and community pride within
the Uniontown Area School District.
To be nominated for the class of 2015,
one must have been employed by,
attended or been a benefactor to
the Uniontown Area School District;
and graduated from high school at
least 20 years ago. The actual selection process for induction will strive
for diversity in terms of academics,
arts and athletics. All living inductees
must attend the induction ceremony
unless there are extenuating circumstances. If an inductee is unavailable
to attend, his induction will be postponed, at the Board’s discretion. At
this point another nominee will have
the opportunity to be inducted. If an
inductee is deceased, the Board will
approve a representative to represent the inductee. All nominations
will be reviewed by the Board and
Committees before being promoted
to the Induction selection process.
Please visit our website at
www.uhshalloffame.org.

2014 Class of Inductees – First Row (seated): Beth Santore for George
Esper, Julie Sages Turrentine, Pam Jubin Balch, Michele Hooper, Nancy
Vernon. Second Row (standing): Bill Power Jr. for Bill Power, Rich Rosendale, Ray Gillian, Ray Parson, Harry Fee, Don Crawford for J. Vernon
Crawford, Joe Everhart for the 1925 Basketball Team

2013 Class of Inductees – First Row (seated): Jim Anastasi accepting for Joe Anastasi, Judy Conn accepting for Orville Conn, Barbara Stephens Fostor accepting for Sandy Stephans, Dr. Maribeth Bozek Kuzmicki, Jean Everhart accepting for Abe Everhart.
Second Row (standing): Dave Coldren, Carl Carbonara, Don Yates,
Dr. Ronald Sepic, Dr. Gail Humphries Mardirosian, Marcia Constantine accepting for Rich Constantine, Jane Grote. Third Row (standing):
Robert Dvorchak, Chuck Cantalamessa, Ross DiMarco, M.D., A. Michael
Pratt, Joseph Thomas

For any suggestions for nominations
for 2016, please visit: www.uhshalloffame.org/nomination-form/
and fill out the on-line form or download the pdf and email it or mail it.

If you would like a VIDEO of today’s event, please stop by the registration table and sign up or contact
Anthony Mercadante at 724-430-0662 (home), 301-643-1499 (cell) or email acmerc@msn.com
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EVENT OVERVIEW

UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL - 104 YEARS OLD
The first school in Uniontown opened September 26, 1783 where the Fayette County Prison now stands,
yards away from· where Henry Beeson announced the founding of the town at his mill in 1776.
A high school was established in 1885 on the third floor of the old Central School building (erected in 1868)
at the northwest corner of Gallatin Avenue and E. Church Street. Professor A. M. Claybaugh was the first
principal and Miss Ella Peach was the assistant principal. Young George Marshall spent some of his high
school years there before transferring to a private school on Main Street.
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A new building was eventually needed for the growing student enrollment, so property was purchased at
146 E. Fayette Street. Back in 1861. Camp Lafayette was located there at Hustead Field. The 85th Pennsylvania Infantry Regiment organized there in late 1861 training for the Civil War where the William K. Power
Stadium and the practice field now stand.
Andrew Cooper was the architect for the new high school. He would also design the new Central School
building (1916) after the old school on East Church Street was torn down. The cost of the new high school
was $90,975, with the heating and ventilation system costing $16,327.
There were 434 pupils on opening day, Monday, September 11, 1911: 46 seniors, 62 juniors, 103 sophomores, 58 commercials, and 165 freshmen. Opening exercises were later held on Tuesday morning,
November 21, 1911. The school district superintendent in 1911 was C.J. Scott. Professor F.W. Wright was
the first high school principal and Ella Peach was the assistant principal.
The original building at the corner of Fayette Street and Wilson Avenue had an auditorium and a gymnasium.
The old auditorium stood where the enclosed courtyard between the 1911 building and the 1955 gymnasium now stands. The Hustead house east of the school on Fayette Street later became the home economics
building. It was torn down in 1954 to make way for a new auditorium, cafeteria , and music room. The auditorium was later named for drama teacher Margaret Emelson. A brick house on Wilson Avenue housed the
art department years later. The original gym was behind the old auditorium. It had a low balcony and was so
inadequate that games had to be held up at Lafayette Junior High.
In 1929, the three-story “Sophomore Alley” was added to the school on Wilson Avenue. Another wing of
classrooms and a natatorium were also added in 1980/81 on Fayette Street, including the Lowell C. Newman
Industrial Arts Section.
Over the last century, Uniontown High School proved to be “The School of Champions” through many great
sports teams and coaches. One name that stands out is A. J. Everhart. A. J. “Abe” Everhart, Sr. was a longtime coach at Uniontown High School and guided the Red Raiders to their first state championship in 1925.
His grandson, A. J. “Joe” Everhart III (track and cross country coach) has the basketball from that game as
well as one player’s uniform. Thirty-seven years after that 1925 state championship, Coach Abe’s son, A. J.
“Abe” Everhart, Jr., won the 1962 PIAA game against Norristown in March, giving Uniontown its second
state basketball championship. The 1955 gymnasium has been named the A.J. Everhart, Jr. Gymnasium.
Then in November of 1962, Coach William K. Power’s Red Raiders Football Team won the WPIAL Class AA
football title (without a playoff). The 1950 football stadium was later named after Coach Power. There have
been other state championship sports teams and athletes since then.
During the 1960’s, Uniontown High was first renamed Uniontown Joint Senior High School and then Uniontown Area Senior High School. The district includes the city of Uniontown, the boroughs of Ohiopyle and
Markleysburg, and the townships of Stewart, Wharton, Henry Clay, Menallen, and Franklin.
Thirty years after the 1980/81 renovation, in 2010/11, the high school underwent another major renovation
project. This included a new front entrance and stairwell between the 1911 section and the auditorium, a
new back entrance, a new cafeteria, new classrooms, an auxiliary gym, more parking, and the renovation of
all of the older sections including the enlargement of the main gym.
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SPONSORS
The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame and its committee members
extend a heartfelt “Thank You” to those individuals and sponsors who made this undertaking possible
through their financial support and backing. It is truly remarkable what we can accomplish when we work
together. You can take pride in knowing you played a major part in bringing this endeavor to fruition.

Please support the businesses who have helped to make this all possible:
Abundant Life Church
Aldo Food Service

Friends of Ron Kilgore

Northwestern Mutual –
Randy Richey

AutoLand Hyundai of Uniontown

Gene Huey

Nutrition Group

Barbara and Joe George Family

George Dental Associates

O.C. Cluss

Bonnie and Pope Gregory Family

George, Port and George

O’Gillies Pub

Brothers Lazer Service Inc

Georges Studio

Paulette Price Family

Cantalamessa Formals

Gina and Dan Hoff Family

Pete and Linda Bozick

Carney’s Auto Repair Service

Harry Fee’s Barber Service

PNC Bank

Centennial Chevrolet

Indianapolis Colts

Randall and Karen Cramer

Chesler’s Fine Furniture

James Lucidi and Scott Robatin
Agencies

Rhodes and Hammers Printing

Communications Workers of
America Local 13000

James Vending

Sepic Orthodontics

Janice M. Deli

Curry-Dyson VFW

Jesse Risha

Davis and Davis Attorneys at Law

Joby’s Gulf

Simon John, Charles Yezbak,
Mark John, Sadie Kreck,
Anne McDyer

Dimarcos Bistro and Cantina

Joe and Susan George Family

St Vincent College

Disey Simon Family

Joe John Family - Jerrie,
Bonnie, Larry

Three Rivers Cardiac Institute

Joyce’s Jewelry

Titlow Tavern and Grill

Donald Miller Inc

Kacie’s Sports Café

Tri-Star Auto Group

Dr and Mrs Nassif Family

Kezmarsky Funeral Home

Uniontown Area School District

Dr Kimberly A Zaremba

Laick Design

Uniontown Class of 1968

Dr Malcolm Stone

Lash Nesser Family

United Bank

Dr Mark Rabatin

Marcia Grote Constantine

University of Nebraska

Estee Lauder

Marianne and Nick Labella Family

University of Wyoming

Family and Friends of
Margaret Emelson

Mario D. Piccolomini Cabinetry

UPMC Jim Burns

Mary and Dr. Charles
Machesky Family

Upper Room

Chuck Seighman State Farm

Don Crawford and the J. Vernon
“Happy” Crawford Family

Fayette CTI Joint Operating
Committee

Meloni’s Restaurant

Fayette Honda

Mia Price Family

First Federal of Greene County

Mike Wood Toyota

First Niagra Bank

Mom Maruca’s Pizza Shop

Ford of Uniontown

Nemacolin Woodlands Resort
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Rizz’s

Tim Mahoney
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Newbauers Flowers

Frick Tri-County
Federal Credit Union

Abbey’s Gold and Gems

HALL OF FAME PROJECTS
The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame was established in the Spring
of 2013. The first class was formally inducted October 26, 2013 at the Holiday Inn at a breakfast for the
occasion. This organization recognizes and honors the outstanding individuals and teams that Uniontown Area High School has produced over the years. The Inductees have distinguished themselves and
brought fame or recognition to the Uniontown Area High School through their outstanding accomplishments or contributions in academics, arts or athletics. Honoring these individuals and teams also
promotes a greater sense of school and community pride within the Uniontown Area School District.

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME
Please visit out website at:
www.uhshalloffame.org
or visit our Facebook page.
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FUTURE HALL OF FAMERS
Highlights of the 2014-2015 School Year
Recent Alumni Achievements and Possible Future Hall of Famers
• Braden Carei qualified for the PIAA State Championship in 3 sports! Cross country, Diving – WPIAL
CHAMPION!!!, Track and Field (Pole Vault) – new school record and all-state honors
• Caileigh Halbrook (class of 2015) is attending AMDA Acadamy of Performing Arts, NYC – she was one the lead roles
at UHS, playing Igor for UHS’ production of “Young Frankenstein.”
• Current band members, Carter Waligura and Nick Hudock were selected to perform in the 2015 WVU High School
Honor Band.
• Deanna Hager (class of 2015) qualified for the PIAA State Cross Country Championship by earning All-WPIAL honors
• Deanna Hager (2015), earned valedictorian and attends Georgia Tech University to major in engineering
• Dellicia Francis, won the WPIAL Championship in Long Jump
• Drum Major, Kayla Tokar plans to study Music Therapy, and will be auditioning at several universities this year. She is
also a member of the 2015 WVU High School Honor Band
• Erika Stanish (class of 2010) works as an anchor for WJAC Channel 6, Johnstown, PA
• Jade Bellotti (class of 2015) won the WPIAL Cross Country Championship for AA Girls, and placed 4th in the PIAA
State Championship
• Jay Clinton (class of 2014) has performed in 2 operas at Indiana University of PA School of Music Performance. He
has also performed this summer in “Footloose” and “Beauty and the Beast” with the West Virginia Public Theatre
• Julie Friend (class of 2013) had a successful cross country season for California University of PA, qualifying for the
NCAA D2 National Championships
• Julie Gerber (class of 2014) earned All-Conference Honors in Cross Country and Track for Waynesburg University.
• Kaitlyn Johnson (class of 2007) recently qualified for the USA Olympic Trials in Swimming (50m freestyle)
• Khani Young earned All-WPIAL honors in the high jump in track and field for the second year in a row
• Mallory Sanner (class of 2010) earned NCAA All-American status in track and field (javelin) for Seton Hill University
• Paul Klatt, earned salutatorian and attends Northwestern University to major in engineering.
• Rachel Rogers (class of 2015) – is studying music at California University of PA and a member of the Vulcan
Marching Band
• Robert Rider, who is a current track team member, is completing is Eagle Scout Project by creating a new shot put pit
with crushed stone, in the visitors/scoreboard end of the stadium. He completed the project with help from family,
friends, and teammates.
• Several students took Advanced Placement exams in biology, Spanish language and culture, English literature,
calculus, American history, European history, chemistry and others.
• Several Uniontown students and a few teachers are currently planning an educational trip to Switzerland and Italy
• The boys basketball team won the section
• The Boys Cross Country team qualified for the PIAA State Cross Country Championship by placing 4th in the WPIAL
as a team, with Paul Klatt, Braden Carei and Patrick Hager earning All-WPIAL honors. The team placed 8th in the
state of PA.
• The boys cross country team won the section
• The Drama Club did the musical “Young Frankenstein” with lead roles from Alec Basile, Caileigh Halbrook (2015),
Gracie Wilson, Arli Swaney (2015), Alex Swaney (2015) and Christian Clark.
• The girls track and field team won the section and County Meet for the first time in school history
• Wyatt Wilson (class of 2014) is studying Music Education at WVU, under top piano professor, James Miltenburger
(over 50 years of experience). Wyatt has also been selected to perform in several piano showcases and is the current
Assistant Band Director at Albert Gallatin.
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• Ashley Kearcher (Hager)(class of 2006) has won multiple triathlons, including the Pittsburgh Triathlon.

2015 SCHOLARSHIPS
The Uniontown Area High School Academics, Arts, & Athletics Hall of Fame awards scholarships annually to Uniontown High School seniors in three categories: Academics, Arts, and Athletics. This presentation takes place during the Uniontown High School’s annual Awards Program which was held My 28th
this year. The 2015 winners are:

Academics: Jordan Guthrie

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

She excelled in the classroom and achieved Highest Honors. Jordan was
a member of the Soccer team, The Drama club and its productions, The
French and Spanish clubs, and the National Honor society. She was also a
Rotary Club Student of the Month. Her extra-curricular activities include
being a Church Camp Counselor and taking guitar and piano lessons.
She states her work ethic was built at Uniontown High School, and her
education included many lessons not learned in books. Jordan plans to
attend Alderson Broaddus University where she has been accepted into
their Pre-Physicians Assistant program. She is the daughter of Michele
and Kevin Guthrie.

Arts: Arli Swany
This student loves music, dancing and acting. Arli was a member of the
Drama Club, a Raiderette Captain and a volunteer with the Stage Crew,
and was the lead in this year’s Spring Musical. Her participation in the
Arts kept her motivated and enthusiastic about school. Being a Captain has increased her responsibility and leadership capabilities too. She
states that Dance and Music can only be taught to a degree; the student’s own work, creativity, interpretation, and input are just as important. Her participation in the Arts and the Drama club enabled her to
trust herself and her own judgment; and gave her a different and more
rounded perspective on life and people themselves. Arli is proud to be
an important part of promoting the Arts at Uniontown. She plans to attend Robert Morris University and major in Communications. She is the daughter of Tammy Marjoros.

Athletics: Austin Wivell

Austin participated in Soccer, Swimming, Track, Football. He was one
of the Centennial Chevrolet Scholar/Athletes this Fall and received the
2015 Positive Pittsburgh Athlete Award. His extra-curricular activities
included 4-H and the National Honor Society; and he is an employee
at Entourage Entertainment and Ellie Mae’s Catering. He attributes his
participation in various sports as helping him personally and academically. Austin has made many friends and interacted with several coaches
who have helped him mature. This student took AP courses…and with
the help of his many sports friends doing the same thing….has learned
the valuable lesson of time management. Austin plans to attend the
University of Akron and major in Bio-Medical Engineering. He is the son
of Amy and Scott Wivell.
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ARTS

MIA PRICE

Mia began studying dance at age 7 with Larraine Susa and
her sister Kathleen SusaBrittain, first at Katy Lyon’s Dance
Studio and later at Larraine Susa Dance Unlimited. Mia
states: “This is definitely where the seed was planted and
though this is a small town, we are mighty when it comes to
dance education.” She spent 4-5 nights a week at the studio
and weekends traveling to compete in dance competitions
across the country. She is forever grateful to Larraine for providing not just excellent training, but a second home, many
life long friends and endless memories.
Once Mia graduated from UHS in 1988, it seemed only natural she would continue to dance. “How does one stop doing something they love so much?” She attended Point Park
College to continue in studies of dance, music, and theatre.
Mia says “It was a risk as only 10% of people who pursue
show business succeed. But I always thought: “someone’s
got to be in the 10%. It might as well be me.”
She performed in community theatre here in Uniontown and the Pittsburgh area and loved every minute of
it. Her first professional job was quite an adventure: a year living and performing in Tokyo, Japan. “It was
such a great experience and I knew though it was a sacrifice to be away from my family and friends, this was
definitely the career for me. My family was so supportive, throwing me a going away party and of course a
welcome home party (complete with “Christmas in July” since that was the first time I missed that momentous holiday.)”
Mia earned a bachelor’s degree in Dance & Theatre and a minor in Journalism and Communications from
Point Park College in 1993.From there she moved to Pittsburgh and performed for Civic Light Opera, Ken
Garagro Productions, and The City Theatre. “Bye Bye Birdie,” “Gypsy,” “West Side Story,” and “Peter Pan”
were some favorites. She then went on her first National Tour. . Mia played a feature role in “Seven Brides
for Seven Brothers“ which traveled and played in 48 of our 50 states. “What a way to see the country!”
In 1997 Mia moved to New York City. She had some valuable experience under my belt and states she was
lucky enough to meet and work with directors and choreographers who now worked in NYC. The day after
Mia moved to Manhattan, she booked “Gigi” at The Papermill Playhouse, and received the coveted Actors
Equity Card (becoming a full fledged union member and realizing another big dream.) She also performed
in “Gypsy,” “Will Rogers Follies,” “Anything Goes,” and “Crazy For You” at the Papermill Playhouse. Mia
starred as Patsy in “Crazy For You,” and that production was filmed for PBS.
In 1998 she auditioned and was chosen to be a Radio City Rockette. Mia says “It was incredible to dance at
Radio City Music Hall and to join such a distinguished, renowned company of women.” She danced on the
line for six years and performed with The Radio City Rockettes on televised events such as The Today Show,
David Letterman, and The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade.
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Performing arts has been such a big part of Mia’s life since
she was a child, and she considers herself incredibly lucky to
have realized her dream by moving to New York City and becoming a professional dancer and actor. She expresses her
sincere gratitude to be recognized and honored by Uniontown Area High School for her role in the arts.

ARTS

MIA PRICE

In 2000 her ultimate dream became a reality. Mia was cast in “Oklahoma” on Broadway. directed by Trevor
Nunn, and choreographed by Susan Stroman. She states: “Oklahoma!” opened many doors for me, and
lead me to “The Frogs” at Lincoln Center, starring Nathan Lane and the feature film “The Producers,” also
directed and choreographed by Susan Stroman.

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Other credits include: the first National tour “Thoroughly Modern Millie,” the first national tour “Monty Python’s Spamalot,” and the national tour of “Chicago.” Mia traveled and played Berlin, London, Tokyo, and
most of the U.S. TV credits include soap operas of the past: “The Guiding Light” and “As The World Turns,”
ABC Primetime “What Would You Do” and several music videos.
Currently she lives outside the hussle and bussle. Mia is married and she and her husband are busy raising 2
children. Mia says “I happily pass on my love of dance and performing when I teach younger kids and teens
and choreograph musicals, most recently for NYU’s Cap 21. From half time field shows as a Uniontown
Raiderette to eye high kicks with The Rockettes… as long as I’m dancing, I feel like I’m living the dream. The
dream of that 7 year old in dance class.”
Mia thanks her parents, James (Red) and Paulette Price for encouraging and supporting her dream, financially and emotionally. She also thanks her sister Ami. Mia states: “Ami is a fierce professional dancer herself
here in New York and a 10 year veteran of the Radio City Rockettes. We’ve taken on Manhattan together
and I wouldn’t have ever wanted to do it without you!” Mia has great love and admiration for her sister Kim
Price as well. Kim serves in the Air Force, including 2 tours in Afghanistan and does so with grace and courage. Mia includes the youngest Price sister, Brooke who paved the way as a wonderful mother and mentor
to two beautiful children, Jeremy and Lizzie. Mia looks forward to watching her brother JW realize his own
dreams, some probably on this Uniontown football field.
Mia comments: “Finally, thank you to my incredibly supportive husband Al. Thank you for helping me celebrate this wonderful honor in style. I am blessed to be here with Al, Bianca, Parker and Siena and happy
to celebrate with my awesome extended family and my high school besties Dawn, Beth and Wendy. We’ve
come a long way, babies.”
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Congratulations

Mia Price
For your induction into

Uniontown Area High School
Hall of Fame!

6 Year Radio City
Rockette and
Broadway Actress!

We are so very proud of
you and all of the many
goals you have achieved!
Love, Al, Parker & Siena
xo

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL
INDUCTEES!

2 West Main Street
Uniontown, PA 15401
724-438-3551
www.FirstNiagara.com
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ARTS

CHRIS TANNER

Chris Tanner is Professor and Associate Chair of the Department of Music at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. He first
came to Miami University in 1993 as a graduate assistant,
pursuing the Master of Music degree. After completing his
masters degree in 1996 he was hired by Miami University
as a visiting instructor. He earned his Doctor of Musical Arts
degree in 2000 from his alma mater, West Virginia University.

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Tanner founded the Miami University Steel Band in 1994
as a graduate student. Over twenty years, the ensemble
has become one of the most visible programs of its kind
in the United States. The Miami University Steel Band has
performed in numerous local, regional and national venues,
and has also appeared at the Percussive Arts Society International Convention on three occasions (2011, 2005, 2002).
The group has produced five studio recordings, which are
distributed through Pan Ramajay Productions. The band’s
most recent offering, 20, was released in 2014 in celebration
of their twentieth anniversary.
In the steel pan idiom, Tanner is active as a performer, educator, and composer/arranger. He has served as a guest clinician or performing artist at numerous festivals, workshops,
high schools and universities across the United States. His compositions and arrangements are published
through Pan Ramajay Productions, Engine Room Publishing, and Panyard, Inc. He has been commissioned
to create original compositions for steel band over a dozen times. In 2011Tanner released First Impression,
a recording featuring eight of his original compositions for steel band and jazz soloists.
As an author, Tanner has published articles in the scholarly journals Percussive Notes and Music Educators
Journal. Additionally, Tanner is the author of The Steel Band Game Plan: Strategies for Starting, Building and
Maintaining Your Pan Program, published in 2006 by Rowman and Littlefield Education. The book, a primer
for those interested in starting and developing a steel band ensemble, is published under the auspices of
NAfME, the National Association for Music Education.
Tanner is a native of Uniontown, PA and went to Uniontown Area High School, graduating in 1988. His two
brothers, Mike Tanner and George Tanner III, as well as his cousins Robert Tanner and Greg Tanner, also
graduated from UAHS. His father, George Tanner II, is also a Uniontown native who attended UAHS, and
who still resides in Uniontown today. Tanner met his wife Donna while they were both pursuing the Master
of Music degree at Miami University; they married in 1997. They have three sons, Cole, Evan and Sean, and
reside in Fairfield, OH.
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Congratulations to All the 2015
Uniontown Area High School
Hall of Fame Inductees
including our own
Leslie A. Jones
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ARTS

LESLIE A. JONES
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Leslie A. Jones, Son of Roy E. Jones and Dorothy Jones of
Uniontown, is a 1983 honors graduate of Uniontown High
School. During his high school period, Les was Student
Council President, Editor of the yearbook, as well as a recipient of a Governor’s School for the Arts summer scholarship for fine arts at Bucknell University. He was a member
of the inaugural 1981 Uniontown High School swimming
and diving team, initiating the school’s newly built aquatics facility and within three years won the 1983 WPIAL
Swimming Championship.

annual New Choreographer’s Continuum.

Les is 1987 graduate of Carnegie Mellon University, with a
BFA in Printmaking, Illustration and Computer Graphic Design. While there, he began to study Modern Dance, which
he discovered while attending the Governor’s School. Thus
he began exploring the relationship between composition
and movement on canvas and on stage. During his college
years, he danced and choreographed for the University
of Pittsburgh Dance Company, and performed with members of the Pittsburgh Dance Council. He also was asked
to return to the Governor’s School for a summer position
as student printmaking instructor and resident assistant.
In 1987, he won both a National Society of illustrator’s
Award for printmaking, which he accepted at a ceremony
in New York City, as well a PA State Grant for choreography to be used to present an original work at the State’s

After college, Les began a career as a television graphics designer and animator. He has worked for KDKA-TV in Pittsburgh,
and later WLS-TV in Chicago where he redesigned a new look
for the weather segments, as well as designing graphics for the
Oprah Winfrey show. In New York he has worked with all three
major networks on local and national projects such as NBC’s Today Show, and ABC’s Regis and Kathie Lee Show. At WNBC-TV
in New York, Les was lead designer for a special news project
that won a Peabody Award in 1996.
At the same time, he was pursuing an active career as a professional modern dancer and choreographer, and began to perform nationally and internationally. He has worked in Chicago
with Shirley Mordine and Company and Muntu African Dance
Theatres, and in New York City with David Rousseve/Reality and
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Companies. In New York, Les
was also selected to choreograph and present a multi-media
performance piece as part of a new series highlighting the work
of emerging Black Gay Choreographers.
In 1999, Les continued to broaden his experience by coming
to Clinique Cosmetics where he has worked with all aspects of
designing and producing makeup and skin care packaging as
well as animations for special presentations and the company
website. Les currently is Associate Director of Visual Merchandising at Estée Lauder Companies/Clinique Cosmetics, where
he is responsible for designing merchandising for new product
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LESLIE A. JONES

Soon after moving to New York, Les rediscovered his love for swimming
and endurance sport, and began participating in triathlons, as well as
a series of multi-day long distance bike rides from Boston to New York
to raise funds for AIDS research. Through his participation and involvement in major LGBT international athletic events in The Netherlands and
Australia, as well as New York, he helped organize and was the first and
continuing Co-Director of the New York Tritons Triathlon team. It is now
one of the oldest teams in the city, and is welcoming of all athletes and
abilities while also promoting pride and inclusion as part of the journey
to excellence in athletics.
Les is now also a 16-year veteran triathlete and marathoner, with 6 Ironman triathlon finishes, and over 30 marathon and distance swim race
finishes, while earning a number or age group awards along the way. He
has recently completed several ultra distance trail races of 50K or more,
the most recent being a 100K trail run in Marin County California.
Les is also USAT triathlon Certified multisport and swim coach, who has taken advantage of his extensive
dance experience to create unique vision of the relationship between athletic movement and dance. He is
building is own coaching business and has coached numerous athletes to successful race finishes, as well as
age group wins. He also helped organize and now coaches the corporate running team at Clinique.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL INDUCTEES!
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launches and other in-store special events globally. He is also active in
many corporate diversity initiatives such as co-hosting company sponsored tables at the GLAAD media awards, the Point Foundation Scholarship awards for LGBT youth, and 100 Black men of New York which funds
programs for inner city youth.

In loving memory of our
grandfather, Disey Simon.
Your inspirational legacy of family and
faith will never be forgotten!

Your Grandson, Judge Joseph M. George, Jr.
Susan George and family
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Dad

In Loving Memory of My Father

Disey E. Simon

“Disey” Elias Simon

Your loving daughter
Marianne & Nick & Family

Daughter, Barbara
Son-in-Law, Joe

Nick, Michelle,
Nick, Jr.,Lucca
Steven
Brian James, April,
Guillianna Rose
In Our Hearts
Forever!

Grandchildren
Joey, Rebecca, Debra, G.T.
and Great Grandchildren
Aleyna, David, Daniel,
Colden, Logan, &
Roman
Love Forever!

In Honor of my “Gidi”
“Disey” Elias Simon

Hall of Fame Special
Recognition 2015
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“DISEY” ELIAS SIMON

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

If a poll were taken in the Uniontown area as to the one man
who has come into contact with more young people over
the years, the name at the top would be Disey E. Simon. He
was one of the district’s best-known sports officials, educators and civic volunteers. He was also a religious man and
active in St. George’s church. He served as an official for
more than 35 years in football, baseball and basketball at
the grade school, junior high, varsity and college levels. Mr.
Simon had been a counselor, confidante and inspiration to
many youngsters who now have become outstanding persons in the Business, Professional and Athletic worlds. No
matter how busy in any of his endeavors, Disey always found
the time to make a boy or girl feel important, or a parent
feel proud. He was a friendly man with a beaming smile and
a word of good cheer for every person he met. His type of
sincerity and dedication was rare.
Disey was the son of James and Mary Simon and had five
siblings: James, Thomas, Mary, Rose and Cecilia.
Disey accomplished much in his 58 years. He was a lifelong
resident of Uniontown and graduated from Uniontown High
School in 1934 where he was an outstanding athlete. He
played fullback on the varsity football team which he captained in 1933 and 1934. This was in the day of two-way
football, playing both offense and defense. Disey was also a
regular on the basketball team for three years, playing guard.
Baseball was the sport he loved best, however. At age 15 he was a star third baseman on the American
Legion Post 51 team in 1929 which won the state championship and advanced to the national competition,
losing in the semi-finals at Griffith Stadium in Washington D.C. That game was attended by then President
Herbert Hoover.
Disey earned an athletic scholarship to Findlay College in Ohio, but when the depression hit his family he
had to return home to help out. He went to work at Richmond Radiator Co. and was employed there for
17 years. Disey was persistent, however, and attended night school at Waynesburg to earn his degree. He
received his Bachelor of Science Degree from Penn State University which was one of his proudest achievements. His first teaching job was at St. Bernard’s School in Mt. Lebanon where he also coached football. In
1960 he returned to teaching in Uniontown, at St. Joseph’s and St. Mary’s. Mr. Simon also taught at A. J.
McMullen as a science teacher in this district until his untimely death in 1973.
His athletic ability and love of sports took him into officiating and local recreational parks organization. In
1940 he helped organize the city fastball and softball leagues. That same year he earned his Interscholastic
Athletic Association card when he passed his basketball, football, and baseball officiating exams. In 1942
Disey was appointed to the Uniontown Recreation Commission, organized playground programs, intercity
baseball and softball leagues at Bailey Park, and a winter basketball training program for grade school
students. He worked in that capacity and as a PIAA official throughout Fayette County. He also organized
officiating training programs for young men.
Besides his notoriety in youth sports and education, Disey was also very active in civic organizations as well
as his Church, St George’s. He was captain of the United Fund drive and participated in Cancer and Heart
Fund Campaigns. He was a member of the YMCA board, the Knights of Columbus, and the Sierra Club.
He worked with young people for the Automobile Association of America and organized and chaperoned
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trips for the Schoolboy Patrol (some of you “seniors” may remember
that). He made 17 trips with them to Washington DC, and also trips to
Harrisburg and Gettysburg. For his full support and effort to all these organizations, Mr. Simon received the Exchange Club’s prestigious “Book
of Golden Deeds” award in 1967.

Disey is missed!

In honor of
Disey E. Simon
For your recognition into the Uniontown
Area High School Hall of Fame.

Remembrance of our Dear Friend,
“Disey”
from all of us at

You’ve made us all very proud of your
many athletic accomplishments.
In loving memory from your daughter
Bernadette

ALDO’S
FOOD SERVICE

And your Grandchildren
Gina, Melissa, Jeff & husbands,
Dan & Alan

724-378-7535

And your great grandsons
Vincent & Joseph
Our love is eternal.
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Disey was married to the former Rose Marie Ritchey and they were proud
parents of four children: Eugene, Marianne, Barbara and Bernadette.

•

friend

•

mentor

official

godfather

teacher

•

•

uncle

•

husband
father

brother

•

"Disey" elias simon
from your loving family

referee

•

umpire
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•

coach
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ROBERT J. CENKER

ACADEMICS
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Bob Cenker was born in Uniontown and raised in New Salem/
Buffington, Pa., and graduated from Uniontown High School
in 1966. He attended the Penn State Fayette Campus for his
freshman year, and went on to receive Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Aerospace Engineering from Penn State; and
a Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering from Rutgers. He
is an Associate Fellow in the AIAA, a Senior Member of the
IEEE, a Life Member of the Penn State Alumni Association and
the Association of Space Explorers, and a registered Professional Engineer in the state of New Jersey. He is also a member of Tau Beta Pi and Sigma Gamma Tau.
Between his Penn State Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees, he
worked for a year at the Bettis Atmomic Power Lab in West
Mifflin, Pa, and subsequent to his Master’s from Penn State
joined RCA at the Astro Electronics Division in East Windsor,
NJ. He married Barbara (Cosentino) Cenker, originally from
Johnsonburg, Pa. They have two sons, a daughter, and one
grandson, and continue to live in East Windsor, NJ.
In his 18 years at ‘Astro’, he worked in a variety of functions,
including satellite attitude control and in-orbit operations;
spacecraft assembly, test, and pre-launch operations; and satellite hardware and system design. Approximately two years
of this experience were with a Navy navigation satellite program, with the remaining time spent on various commercial communications satellite efforts. Assignments at
RCA included Integration and Test Manager for the Satcom D & E spacecraft, responsible for implementation
of all launch site activities; Spacecraft Bus Manager on the Spacenet/Gstar programs, responsible for satisfaction of multiple launch vehicle interfaces (Delta, STS and Ariane) by the spacecraft bus design; and Systems
Engineeering Manager for the Satcom Ku series, at the time the highest power commercial communications
satellite in production. Selected by RCA as a Payload Specialist, and approved by NASA, he flew on the space
shuttle Columbia on STS 61-C. On this six day mission, (January 12 - 18, 1986) he observed the deployment of
the RCA Satcom Ku-1 satellite, performed a variety of physiological tests, and operated his primary experiment,
an infrared imaging camera. Subsequent to his flight, his last two years with RCA were spent as Manager of
Payload Accommodations on the EOS Platform, responsible for definition and co-ordination of interfaces supporting the utilization of the EOS platform by numerous (ten to fifteen) complex scientific payloads.
Bob currently consults with various firms in the areas of spacecraft design, assembly, and flight operations.
This has included launch vehicle evaluation and systems engineering support for Motorola on Iridium; avionics
architecture, generation of performance specification, and generation of performance map for a small expendable launch vehicle; and constellation configuration and launch vehicle performance definition for a proprietary
small satellite communications system. Other efforts include systems engineering and operations support for
INTELSAT on Intelsat K and Intelsat VIII; AT&T on Telstar 401 and 402; Fairchild Matra on SPAS III; and Martin
Marietta on Astra 1B, BS3N, ACTS, and Series 7000 communications satellites. He has also provided systems
engineering and architecture for various spacecraft studies, ranging from individual communications satellites,
commercial and military communications constellations, and large, assembled-in-orbit platforms.
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The Uniontown Area School District
proudly supports the inductees
who have helped establish
the tradition of the School of Champions

Congratulations!

Academics
Robert J Cenker
Dr Trudy L Bush
Dr. Joseph F John, MD

Arts
Mia Price
Chris Tanner
Leslie A Jones

Athletics
Tom Fee
Gene Huey
Bennett ‘Pope’ Gregory
1962 Football Team

Special Recognition
Margaret A Emelson
“Disey” Elias Simon

Coach
James “Lash” Nesser

Administration
Dr. Charles D Machesky

Vocational Technical
Ron Kilgore

The Uniontown Area Board of School Directors
Dr. Charles D. Machesky, Superintendent
District Administration and Staff
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LOCAL 13000
COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS OF AMERICA
AFL-CIO
Congratulates Inductees to

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THIS YEARS
OUTSTANDING CLASS OF
INDUCTEES

Uniontown High School
Hall of Fame
Executive Board

MARCIA CONSTANTINE

James Gardler, President
Jeffrey Reamer, Vice President
Marissa MacCrory, Secretary-Treasurer
Richard Dezzi, Eastern Region Vice President
Thomas Crawford, Western Region Vice President
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TRUDY L. BUSH

On March 14, 2001, women’s health research lost a valued
investigator and significant contributor with the sudden
death of Dr. Trudy Bush at the age of 52 years. With Trudy’s
passing at the height of her career, the epidemiologic community is deprived of a clear thinker, superb teacher, strong
advocate on women’s health issues, and truly fine human
being.

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Trudy was born and reared in western Pennsylvania and did
her undergraduate work at Penn State, to those whose various athletic teams she remained intensely loyal for the rest
of her life. She also received her doctorate in sociology and
demography from Penn State and taught sociology at Shippensburg State College of Pennsylvania for several years.
She then did postdoctoral work and received a Master of
Health Science degree from the John Hopkins University,
finding her true calling in the field of epidemiology. She
went on to the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation
where she worked with the Lipid Research Clinics Program.
Trudy’s seminal papers (using Lipid Research Clinics data)
showing that all-cause mortality and mortality from coronary
heart disease were substantially reduced among women
on estrogen replacement therapy spawned decades of research in this area and generated thoughtful questions and
lively debate among epidemiologists and clinicians alike. Investigators are still trying to determine whether
this association is casual. Her inquiries in this area also spawned a lifetime of interest for Trudy in the benefits and risks of hormone replacement therapy and of other treatments for perimenopausal and postmenopausal women.
For the next 18 years Trudy held several positions, first at the Columbia University School of Public Health,
then at John Hopkins (where she was still an adjunct professor of epidemiology and of gynecology and obstetrics at the time of her death), and finally in the Department of Epidemiology and Preventive Medicine
at the University of Maryland School of Medicine. She participated in many studies pertaining to women’s
health, particularly regarding the effects of pharmaceutical agents and risk factors for cardiovascular disease
in women. She wrote numerous papers on these topics, served on many national committees, testified
before congressional committees and gave a great many talks nationally and internationally to clinical epidemiologic, and lay audiences. She facilitated transmission of research findings both to clinicians, through
clinical journals, and to the nonscientific community, by appearing on news shows and being interviewed by
such lay publications as Consumer Reports. She communicated scientific findings in a clear manner without
using scientific jargon and without talking down to her audiences.
In all her teaching, research, and professional service, Trudy maintained the utmost integrity and gave the
highest priority to the health and safety of women. In addressing this priority, she never shied away from
controversy or relevant discourse. She was not afraid to speak her mind, and was very articulate when she
did so. She received the Achievement Award for Clinical Research from the Society for the Advancement of
Women’s Health Research in 1996, a Research Recognition Award from the Foundation of Nursing of Maryland in 1995, and several lectureship awards.
Trudy also had a number of avocations, including amateur genealogist, bird-watcher, collector of Australian
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Trudy was devoted to and is survived by her life partner, Dr. Sue Miller; their daughter, Emily (now 28).
Trudy is greatly missed by them, as well as by her friends and colleagues and the epidemiologic community.
Article provided by American Journal of Epidemiology.
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aboriginal art and news junkie. She was a veritable font of information on comparative religion and World
War II literature. Trudy had a great many friends and was always there when they needed her. Trudy’s empathy, generous, sense of humor, and infectious laugh helped her and her friends through difficult times.
Among her greatest friends were her cats, dogs, and horse (in that order of preference), as well as the
companion of animals of her human friends. She was always ready to lend a hand to help animals, and her
love of animals has been passed on to her daughter Emily, an avid equestrian.
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Joseph F John, Jr., MD, FACP, FIDSA, FSHEA is thrilled
on behalf of himself and his family to be selected to the
Uniontown Area High School Hall of Fame. Joe was born
in Uniontown, Pa. in August, 1944, to Sarah Rogers John
and Joseph Francis John, Senior, both of Lebanese ancestry.
Joe Jr. has an older sister, Jerrie, a younger sister, Bonnie,
and a younger brother Larry. The four have remained close
all their lives. Joe went to Ben Franklin Junior High School.
After BF Joe went onto Uniontown High School and was
graduated as the valedictorian of the Class of 1962. Joe always loved all sports and was honored to play on the 1962
Uniontown State Championship Basketball team and quarterback the Red Raider football team. Even now Joe loves
to bike, golf and play tennis and watch all sports.
After high school, Joe attended the University of Notre
Dame where he enjoyed both the arts and sciences, graduating cum laude in 1966 in Pre professional Studies. In his
senior year, Joe was accepted early to Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine in Cleveland. CWRU
was a special place for Joe from 1966 until graduation in
1970. The CWRU College of Medicine featured a special
curriculum, one that allowed Joe to develop a special interest in molecular microbiology. On a sad note, Joe Senior
died suddenly at the end of Joe’s freshman year of medical
school. While on a very happy note Joe met his future wife
Anne M. Wilson. Joe’s mother Sarah was an amazing person and stayed close to Joe until her death in 1987.
There were many fields of medicine even in 1970. In order to study Infectious Diseases Joe had to complete
an internship and two additional years of internal medicine before entering a fellowship. For internal medicine, Joe was trained at Rush Presbyterian St. Luke’s Medical Center in Chicago. There he met an infectious disease guru, Dr. Stuart Levin, who motivated Joe, to pursue infectious diseases. While at Rush Joe
married Anne who was studying at Northwestern University. Next, Joe went on to a first-year infectious
diseases fellowship at the University of Rochester. Under a service deferment plan for physicians, Joe had to
enter the U.S. Army in 1974 and served as a major in the medical service at Moncrief Army Hospital, Columbia, South Carolina. In Columbia, Anne and Joe had their first child, Christopher, followed in the next 4 years
by Matthew and a daughter Meg. All the family members currently live near each other in Charleston, S.C.
After two years with Uncle Sam’s army as a major in the medical corp, Joe found a unique opportunity at
the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC) to finish his 2nd year of fellowship under the direction of
an outstanding medical mind, W. Edmund Farrar, Jr., MD. During the fellowship year, Joe was awarded a
Bristol Fellowship Award for his work examining the antimicrobial effects of anticancer drugs. Dr. Farrar
shepherded Joe’s career through that 2nd year of ID fellowship and thereafter through 15 years of faculty
activity. In 1990 Joe advanced to Professor of Medicine and Microbiology at MUSC and the Charleston
Veterans Administration Medical Center. Joe can remember celebrating at Kiawah Island, S.C. those faculty
advancements with his family and friends, including Francis and Katy Palumbo, long time Uniontown residents and close friends of the family.
In his early years of faculty work, Joe was awarded a three-year Career Development Award from the Veterans Administration to study antibiotic resistance. Subsequently, while at MUSC he was awarded additional
research funding from the Veterans Administration in the antibiotic field. As a medical microbiology investigator, Joe was among those who voiced early caution about the expanding threat of antibiotic resistance which
to the present is among the largest medical concerns nationally and globally. During a sabbatical with Dr. Jim
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Joe stayed at MUSC on faculty for 15 years while Anne and he raised their family in Charleston. During those
years at MUSC, in addition to his research, he consulted on many patients and taught medical students,
residents and fellows in infectious diseases. He developed an interest in the area of fatiguing diseases and
has become an expert in Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (CFS). He continued his work on bacterial infections
as well has written several major chapters on the diagnosis and treatment of staphylococcal infections, a
subject which has become increasingly important due to the rise of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus
aureus (MRSA). This microorganism caused persistent epidemics, not only in the hospital throughout the
70’s, 80’s and 90’s,but expanded into the community over the 2000s to cause nationwide and global pandemics which continue until the present time. During this time Joe founded and became first president of
the South Carolina Infectious Diseases Society (SCIDS), an organization that has prospered into the present.
In 1992 Joe left MUSC and became infectious diseases division director of the Division of Allergy, Immunology and Infectious Diseases at the Robert Wood Johnson Medical School (RWJMS) in New Brunswick, N.J.
now a part of Rutgers Medical School. Over his ten years at RWJMS, Joe supported several laboratories
including one for the early study of HIV, and one dedicated to antibiotic resistance, and took on multiple
patient care responsibilities at RWJMS. Central N.J. exuded wonderful diversity in its social and medical
cultures which Joe and Anne enjoyed very much. While in N.J., Joe became co-editor of Infectious Diseases
Alert which publishes monthly notices from the infectious diseases literature and contains hundreds of Joe’s
commentaries. While in N.J. Joe was honored as one of the Best Doctors in New Jersey/New York. He was
also designated as physician for the year by the Chronic Fatigue Syndrome Society of N.J., a group that
came to mean very much to him in his care and involvement with CFS patients. While at RWJMS, Joe also
served as Hospital Epidemiologist to Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital, Program Director for the
Infectious Diseases Fellowship and councilor to several other organizations. He is a fellow of both the Infectious Diseases Society of American and of the Society for Health Care Epidemiology.
In 2002 moving back to Charleston, Joe became Chief of the Medical Service at the Ralph H. Johnson VA
Medical Center. He served on the Quality Management Committee and Infection Control Committees and
advanced the quality of care for veterans. Following his life-long interest in Veteran healthcare, in 2006 Joe
continued at the Charleston VAMC as Associate Chief of Staff for Education. During his VA tenure, Joe
collaborated on many research and clinical projects. A large part of his continuing research at the VA was to
show that the metal copper when used as a touch surface could be useful to decrease hospital antibiotic
resistant germs on surfaces and to reduce potentially hospital infections. In 2007 Joe also inaugurated a
medical humanities series called Literature and Medicine which allowed VA employees a monthly discussion
of the literature, poetry art and cinema of medicine.
In October 2014 Joe retired from the Charleston VAMC but continues to see patients in infectious diseases
and chronic fatigue at medical center He still co edits Infectious Disease Alert, serves on the board of the
South Carolina Chapter of the American College of Physicians, devotes a night monthly to the student free
medical clinic of MUSC, CARES, serves on the Human Research Board for review of clinical trials at MUSC,
and teaches courses in medical ethics, infectious diseases and medical microbiology at MUSC. He remains a
Clinical Professor of Medicine and Microbiology at MUSC. Recently, he has joined a community infectious
disease practice group, in Charleston, Low country Infectious Diseases. Additionally, this year Dr. John became Editor-in-Chief of The Journal of the South Carolina Medial Association.
Joe is proud of his accomplishments yet he credits his success to widespread support and love. Joe’s wife
Anne has been a unique partner in his personal and professional success. He has had the constant support
from his three children, the deep love from his brother, Larry a family practice physician in Pittsburgh, and
from his two wonderful sisters. There were many decades of fun with Anne’s family, lasting lifelong ties with
Uniontown friends, like the one and only Randy Richey, and encouragement from many colleagues across
the nation and the world. Joe is particularly thankful for his connection to Uniontown Area High School, the
start in academics it gave him and for the induction into its Academics, Arts & Athletics Hall of Fame.
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Karam, at MUSC’s Department of Biochemistry, Joe acquired additional skills in molecular microbiology in
order to study the genetic structure of resistant bacteria and to understand the mechanisms by which they
acquire antibiotic resistance and persist in healthcare facilities. In his own MUSC-VA laboratory through 1992,
Joe educated a group of scientists who worked together to understand the nature of antibiotic resistance.
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MARGARET A. EMELSON

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Margaret A. Emelson was an English, Speech and Drama educator at Uniontown Area High School for more than thirty
years beginning in1966 and continuing until her departure
in 1998. She directed more than 100 plays and musicals in
the now named ….”Margaret A. Emelson Auditorium” in
the Uniontown High School.

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

While at Uniontown she founded the drama program which
mounted five public productions each year and involved
more than 100 students annually. She successfully ran the
program for thirty two years – this includes four years of
productions after her retirement.
Among her favorite productions were the musicals Godspell, South Pacific, Guys and Dolls, Good News, Bye, Bye
Birdie, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,
and Finian’s Rainbow (which was her first musical production
in 1974). Her favorite comedies included The Odd Couple,
The Curious Savage, and Barefoot in the Park. Memorable
dramas were The Glass Menagerie, The Rainmaker, The Diary of Anne Frank, and Inherit the Wind and too many others to name. One of this year’s other inductees, Les Jones,
appeared in Edward Albee’s The Zoo Story.
Margaret began the forensic and debate team for Uniontown Area High School and successfully ran the
program for twenty-eight years. During that period she qualified hundreds of students to compete in the
State Championships in Speech and Debate. More than thirty students went on to compete at the National
Forensics Finals Tournament. Categories for forensic competition included: original oratory, extemporaneous speech, debate, prose, poetry, drama, humor, dramatic duo, and student congress as well as one-act
plays. The one-act plays that went on to state finals included Vanities, Album, and Talk Radio.
Margaret additionally coordinated the Frick Enrichment Seminars which brought professional writers, artists
and other cultural icons to Uniontown to lead seminars for the students. She participated in the Pennsylvania Governor’s School for Excellence programs sending twelve UAHS students to the five week summer
intensives for The Pennsylvania Governor’s School for the Arts held at Bucknell University, The Pennsylvania
Governor’s School for the Agricultural Sciences held at Penn State and The Pennsylvania Governor’s School
for Health Care held at the University of Pittsburgh.
Margaret and her husband Roger maintained a summer theater at Linden Hall where they presented four
seasons of plays. They also produced the All-County musical for The State Theatre for two years and led
performances at the Touchstone Center for the Arts in the Laurel Highlands. She was twice published in the
Duquesne University Press Journal of Evolutionary Psychology.
In 1990, Margaret was selected inaugural Educator of the Year for Fayette County by the Chamber of Commerce. She was voted Coach of the Year by the Pennsylvania High School Speech League in 1993. And, she
attained triple diamond status in the National Forensic League.
Prior to her career at Uniontown, Margaret taught at Shenango Junior/Senior High School in New Castle,

- 34 -

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

MARGARET A. EMELSON

Pennsylvania and, after her retirement from UAHS, she continued as a coach at Lakewood High School
Center for Advanced Technology in St. Petersburg, Florida for another ten years.

Margaret lived with her husband, Roger, and children, Beth and Brian, in California, Pa. for thirty-five years.
She and her husband retired to Florida where they spent a happy ten years in the sunshine and continued
to produce plays but now with other retirees.
Margaret now lives in Washington, DC and is the proud grandmother to Maeve and Beatrix.
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Born in Charleroi, Margaret was raised in Beaver Falls, there she received her undergraduate degree from
Geneva College. She holds two masters degrees, one in Communications from California University of
Pennsylvania and one in Divinity from the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. She was ordained a deacon in
the United Methodist Church.
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Diane Taylor Carom Class of ‘62 and
John C. Carom Class of ‘69

FORD OF UNIONTOWN
Call the Trade Me In Guys
at

724-425-5980
or
www.fordofuniontown.com
Top of the Hill Across from Walmart
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Congratulations
to the
Class of 2015!

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL INDUCTEES!

Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon

Tim Mahoney

State Representative – 51st District
UNIONTOWN
66A Lebanon Avenue
Uniontown, PA 15401
724-438-6100
Fax: 724-438-6104

HARRISBURG
104B East Wing
P.O. Box 202051
Harrisburg, PA 17120
717-772-2174

CHALK HILL
Rte. 40 East
Chalk Hill Plaza
Chalk Hill, PA 15421
724-437-2521

Mom Maruca’s Pizza Shop
64 Barton Mill Road
Uniontown, PA 15401
724-438-9066
Homemade Pizza – Oven Baked Subs – Fresh Salads – Wings –
Fresh Cut Fries – Bruschetta
Lunch Delivery Available!
Family owned and operated by Jim, Francine, Eric and Ben Sampson

“Established in 1962”
- 38 -

for leaving it all on the
field.
PNC is proud to support the Uniontown Area High School Hall of
Fame. Because we understand what it takes to give it your all.
Visit the Uniontown Branch, 2 East Main Street, Uniontown 15401 or Call 724-437-1526
pnc.com

©2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC
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Tom Fee was one of the many great Uniontown athletes in
the late 1950’s through the 1960’s and into the early 1970’s.
Uniontown and Fayette County was like an assembly line for
great athletes, and Uniontown High School’s Tom Fee was a
product of that era. He excelled at football and basketball
for the Red Raiders. He was on the 1962 football team that
went 10-0 and won the WPIAL Championship. Tom was also
a starter on Uniontown’s basketball team that posted a 29-2
record on their way to a state championship in 1962.
Fee went on to play football at the University of Kentucky.
He played freshman ball and then started at defensive back
in 1964, 1966 and 1967. He was injured and redshirted in
1965. His career that followed consisted of being a teacher,
principal, and coach. He coached five different sports and
brought home six Kentucky State titles in 4 of them.
Recalling his high school athletics: “We were fortunate that
we had guys like Coach Everhart and Coach Power,” Tom
said. “I was fortunate enough to play with people like Ron
Sepic and Allyn Curry and Don Yates - just a great bunch of
guys, and we just happened to jell at the right time and the
right place. We were very fortunate and lucky.”
Fee, like so many other athletes from that period, credits
Uniontown’s great playground system for helping develop so many great players.
“I remember Allyn Curry and I and Don Yates we would go up and scrape the snow off the playground at
East End so we could shoot basketball,” Fee said. “It was just a great atmosphere for kids to grow up, and
of course, Uniontown at that time was a whole different scene, but we had a great time on the old East End
playground.”
Tom was the product of an athletic background. His father, Bob, was the longtime very successful coach
and teacher at Lafayette Junior High School and was a big part of the playground system, running Boyle
playground.
Uniontown’s football and basketball teams were powerhouse teams during that era. The 1962 team went
10-0, and the year before the Red Raiders posted an 8-1 mark. The only blemish was a loss to Mt. Lebanon,
21-20.
“I remember as a sophomore, and even as a ninth grader, coming down to Uniontown, and we were pretty
much intimidated when we came in,” Fee said. “Everybody was bigger and stronger, but I remember coming in with Coach Kaltenbach and Yourchik and of course Coach Power. They were just great guys and great
coaches, and going to football camp was a little intimidating.
“We had great players - Ben Gregory, Johnny Manning, and of course, Sepic and Pete Smith. We just had
a great bunch of kids. We weren’t huge size-wise, but we played well together. We played to win, and we
had good coaches.”
Tom had a lot of respect for Coach Bill Power.
“He was a demanding guy, but he was very quiet about it,” Fee said. “I think, at that time, Coaches Kruper
and he was an organizer. He just did a great job with his assistants and with the players. We just had a great

- 40 -

ATHLETICS

TOM FEE

chemistry at that time.”

“We had some tough competition,” Fee said. “We opened up with Fairchance, and our first big contest was
against Washington. They were favored to beat us, and we upset them. It just went on from there.
“There was some great football in Western Pennsylvania at that time with Washington, Monessen and Mt.
Lebanon, and we just happened to standout in a crowd. It was very special winning the WPIAL championship. I’ll never forget the game at Johnstown. We went up there. It was a terrible day for weather. It rained
the entire day. At one point in time, we were dressed and ready to come on the field, and they were thinking
about canceling the game and bringing us back.
“We wanted to play, and it turned out to be a great, great win for us. It was a great time for the Uniontown
fans, and they really supported us. We had some great people behind us.”
In basketball Uniontown posted a 29-2 record on its way to a state championship.
Tom has fond memories of coach Abe Everhart.
“He was a great guy. My dad worked for him and scouted,” Fee said. “Abe was very quiet, but he was
demanding, and he had a little mean streak in him, and of course, Coach Kruper was his right-hand man.
“They did a great job with us. We had some talent on that team. We weren’t very big, but with guys like Don
Yates and Ron Sepic and Smith, Curry, myself and Ben Gregory we had a bunch of good guys.
“Of course, at that time, with Coach Everhart we pressed every minute of every game. We went after everybody full speed, and we wore people down. We worked hard. We came together and had a great year.”
Uniontown defeated Norristown 70-57 in the 1962 state title game.
“Yates was our leader,” Fee said. “In the championship we were intimidated a little at the start by Norristown’s big Jim Williams. On the very first play of the game he dunked one over everybody, but we battled
back and the best team won. They were good , and their whole team was focused around Williams.
“Sepic did a good job inside, along with Yates. It was just a great time for us and what a great time for the
city of Uniontown. It was incredible when we were coming back and were met in Connellsville by the fans.
It was incredible, the support we got from the Uniontown fan base.”
Uniontown had lost to Bethlehem on Jan. 27, 1962 and the Red Raiders went on to win 36 games in a row
before they ran into John Naponick and Norwin in the 1963 WPIAL playoffs.
“We got beat by big Naponick and the bunch,” Tom lamented. “It still hurts to this day. They did a good
job against us. We never did come together that night. We were waiting on something to happen. It never
did, and we didn’t make it happen.”
Fee graduated in 1963 and garnered All-State and All-County honors. He and teammate Pete Smith played
in the Big 33 football classic.
Several schools courted him when he graduated.
“I visited West Virginia at that time,” he said. “It came down to Kentucky. I fell in love with the people down
here and the place. I thought about some other places, but after I made that Kentucky visit, I made the
choice then and had a great time there.”
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Uniontown was ranked fourth or fifth nationally and won the WPIAL title, at that time, on the Gardner Points
system. Hempfield was the other team in the mix, and the Red Raiders beat Johnstown at their stadium in
the rain, 12-0. Uniontown ended up being in first place in the Gardner Points system, so there was no need
to have a playoff. The Raiders were undisputed champs.

ATHLETICS

TOM FEE

Fee played freshman ball and then started at defensive back in 1964, 1966 and 1967. He missed the 1965
season and was redshirted when he broke both of his big toes in practice.
Kentucky went 5-5 in 1964, 3-6-1 in 1966 and 2-8 in 1967, Fee’s senior season.
“At that point in time Mississippi was one of the No. 1 team in the nation,” Tom said. “Tennessee and Alabama were always tough. The SEC was a great conference back then and still is today. It was a great experience for me.”
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Charley Bradshaw was the head coach at Kentucky, and Fee has some thoughts on his regime.
“I started out with 55 other freshman and only nine of us finished,” Fee said. “Bradshaw was a great recruiter, but really didn’t know how to handle kids. He was a great football person, and he brought in a great
freshman class when I came in, but almost all of them left. The freshman team was undefeated. We beat
Tennessee 70-0 my freshman year, and most days we beat the varsity at UK.
“I actually started as a sophomore as a defensive back. In 1964 we started out 3-0 and were ranked. We
upset No. 1 ranked Ole Miss, 27-21. We were doing well until we lost to Florida State, and the season unraveled. We finished up the year beating Tennessee at Knoxville, 12-7. I played a little tailback my senior
season.”
After Tom graduated he took a grad assistant position at Kentucky
“My dad was a coach all his life at Lafayette Junior High,” Fee said. “I didn’t know that I wanted to be a
part of that but stayed in it and actually left that year as a grad assistant. I was doing my student teaching at
Lafayette High School in Lexington, Ky. It was strange - Lafayette High School in Fayette County KY !
“I ended up teaching science, which is what my dad taught. I was hired right after my student teaching
semester and spent 18 years at Lafayette High School. I then spent another 12 years as a middle school
principal at Beaumont Middle School in Lexington.
“I decided I’d retire and play golf.
“After nine months I just went crazy. I didn’t like retirement. I have been working as a facility manager for
two Johnson Control automotive plants in Georgetown, Ky.
Tom , still resides in Lexington. He and his wife Tina have four children, daughters Marti, Andi and Lauren
and a son Joshua.
He coached football and track at Lafayette High School. He still attends every Kentucky home football
game. Tom as an older brother, Bob, who resides in Connellsville and a sister living in Penn Hills, so he does
get back to Fayette County occasionally.
“Uniontown is still very close to my heart,” Fee said. “There is nothing like the hometown. Of course, back
at that point in time, little did we know how great a place Uniontown was. As I look back in my lifetime, it
was a really special place to live.”
Article provided by George Von Benko.
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47 Iowa Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-430-7393

FRICK TRI-COUNTY
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Dave Carney – Owner
ASE Certified Master Technician

235 Pittsburgh Street
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-5123 (Phone)
724-438-7491 (Fax)
CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE 2015 INDUCTEES!
Trust, Loyalty, Relationships

HARRY FEE'S
BARBER SERVICE
172 S. Mt. Vernon Avenue
Uniontown, PA

Congratulations
1981 State Champs!
CONGRATULATIONS!

724-437-1226
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Congratulations to one of Wyoming’s greatest
Cowboys for being inducted into the
Uniontown Area High School Hall of Fame.

Well done Gene, you have always made Wyoming proud!
In Honor of the
Class of 2015 Inductees

GENE HUEY
BENNETT “POPE” GREGORY
LESLIE A. JONES
1962 FOOTBALL TEAM
V.F.W. CURRY DYSON POST #3514
salute your many achievements that blessed us with many proud and fond
memories. This heart-warming induction adds to the memories.

Thank you!
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Former Uniontown Red Raider Gene Huey spent 19 seasons
as running backs coach for the NFL Indianapolis Colts, the
most for an assistant in franchise history.
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Huey coached 304 games with the Colts, also the most for
an assistant in franchise history. In the last two decades, he
has worked with 1,000-yard rushers and Pro Bowl running
backs such as James – the franchise’s all-time leading rusher
– Faulk and Addai. Each of those players made the Pro Bowl
with the Colts.
Huey, 67, was an all-around athlete at Uniontown playing
football and basketball and running track. He played on the
Raiders 1964 State Championship basketball team.
Huey began his coaching career at his alma mater, Wyoming, in 1970 and has had coaching stops at New Mexico,
Nebraska, Arizona State, Ohio State and Indianapolis.
When he reflects on his long coaching career the long road
always come back to where it all started in Uniontown. Huey
was a part of the “Golden Era” of Uniontown athletics.
“We had some great people before us like Sandy Stephens
and Bill Munsey and certainly Ernie Davis and the Davis
brothers and all the people in South Union, North Union
and Uniontown you can almost combine it.
You had some great athletes who were great role models for us and I had a chance two summers ago when
I was back to visit Ron Sepic and he’s another guy who’s done very well in sports and certainly as a dentist.
“We’ve had those kinds of people over the years there, and not just athletes. I look at a guy Leonard
Masi who lived on Daniels Street and was one of our high school custodians and I had a paper route
and I would go down Daniels Street and stop and have a meatball sandwich and a salad at the Macozzi house and then have dinner at Leonard Masi’s house and he would talk football. He was a very
compassionate man.
So all those people – Ruby Laskey, Bus Albright, Al Grandy – all those people were very important in a lot of
our lives as far as our growth. Nancy Jenkins who ran the playground at East End and Joe Thomas a policeman and Spider Minor is the king of them all for me.”
Stephens also was a big influence on Huey.
“I sit and think about what Stephens meant to me in my playing and certainly in my coaching,” Huey reflected. “All the influences that I grew up with in Uniontown that were very positive – certainly I use them in
my own coaching and teaching and that’s where I got it right back here from all those people.
Miss Sis at Sis’s restaurant on Main and Grant –she and her husband Ernest I never knew their last names,
but you could always go in there and get some great advice from him and a good piece of sweet potato pie
from her along with the advice.
Those are the people that were very instrumental in the shaping of my life along with my parents and grand
parents.”
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The great Uniontown teams stick out in Huey’s memory.

When he passed away it was like losing a brother - that’s
how close we were.”
Huey played college football at Wyoming, playing both
defensive back and wide receiver, he set 13 receiving records and he is the only player in Western Athletic Conference history to win all-conference offensive and defensive honors. He was a co-captain for the Cowboys and
played on three conference championship teams.
“Fred Answine was an assistant football coach at Uniontown under Lee Kaltenbach and had contacts at Wyoming
because he played baseball out there,” Huey said. “I owe
him a lot for getting my name to the proper people - one of
which was Paul Roach who recruited and coached me there.
That’s how a got out there. I took a train with a one way
ticket out of Connellsville in 1965 and went to Wyoming
and loved every bit of it and still do.”
Huey was a fifth round draft choice of the St. Louis Cardinals in 1969 and had NFL experience over the next
two seasons with Minnesota and San Diego.
“The NFL career was short,” Huey explained. “It was short and I was forced into an early retirement, but
it was a good experience at the time and I was with several teams and then I was out of it as quickly as I went in, but no regrets because it gave me the opportunity to get into coaching where I’ve
been since.”
Huey was aiming at a coaching career and Uniontown played a big role in fulfilling that ambition.
“My best experience ever with coaching – I shouldn’t say ever, but what led me into that. I go back to Uniontown,” Huey stated. “It always comes back full circle. Jeff Rush who is the head of the Akron Credit Union
and is from Uniontown and his brother Jerry was a policeman who lived over on Daniels Street whose wife
is Leonard Masi’s daughter.
Jeff Rush was my baseball coach when I was in third grade and we maintained contact and he was instrumental in me wanting to get into coaching because he made coaching fun and those are things that imprint
on your memory, but again the best one I’ve been with and been coached by – Spider Minor is the one. I
owe him a lot just for the way he treated us all.”
It has been a great coaching ride for Huey with some great stops along the way.
“By the grace of God I had the chance and the opportunity to work at those places,” Huey explained. “I
thoroughly enjoyed it and was able work at Ohio State and coach at Nebraska for 10-years with a great man
in Tom Osborne and New Mexico and Wyoming and Arizona State.
There have been some fine places to coach and work at and great staffs and athletes to work with.”
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“We had some great teams, particularly football and basketball. We won the 1962 championship in basketball and
in 1964 we won it in again. I only played on the ‘64 team,
but my cousin Ben Gregory who is now deceased was on
the ‘62 and ’64 teams.
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Huey spent 19-years coaching at Indianapolis and had a simple formula for his longevity.
“Well, you come to work and you do your job, like you’re supposed to do it,” Huey said. “You’re accountable and responsible and honest and truthful with the people that you work for and by the grace of God
you’re still here and you stay out of politics.
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That’s simple enough for me and my important thing is you have no axe to grind and you’re not stepping on
people’s shoulders trying to get somewhere. You’re just trying to do the best you can do with the job you
have and that’s all I’ve tried to do.”
Huey was extremely disappointed when he was let go by the Colts after the 2010 season.
“I was surprised because I had been here 19 years and certainly felt like I had contributed and the
guys I was responsible for over those years like Roosevelt Potts, Marshall Faulk, Edgerrin James, Dominick Rhodes, Joseph Addai and Donald Brown contributed to the Colts,” Huey stated. “I certainly feel
like over the years that I’ve been here that I’ve tried to do my job in my area the best that I could, to
make sure that we had consistency and a good product with the players that I coached and was
responsible for.”
Minnesota offered Huey a coaching spot soon after news broke that he had been fired. Then Vikings coach
Leslie Frazier was an assistant on the Colts staff for two seasons (2005-06), so he was familiar with Huey.
“When I thought of the prospects of going up to Minneapolis and leaving my family and all that hit and I
was anguishing about it,” Huey said. “It took me a couple of nights and a lot of prayers and I thought to
myself that family is important and I had been gone a lot with this job. I had a teenaged daughter and son
and I thought it’s time to spend time with them and take early retirement. I had a great run in football and
it’s unfortunate the way it came to an end. I thanked Frazier for thinking of me enough to want to hire me. I
thought about it and I’m at peace with my decision.”
Huey stills has family in Uniontown – his sister and two nephews and he tries to get back into town as often
as he can.
“It’s great to come home whether your coming down route 51 or coming from Brownsville and you hit
that rise and you see Jumonville and see the courthouse and it brings back a lot of memories and it will
forever be imbedded in my heart and mind. It’s a great place to have come from.”
Article provided by George Von Benko.
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CONGRATULATIONS
BENNETT GREGORY
On your well-deserved
induction into
THE UNIONTOWN
AREA HIGH
SCHOOL
The
2014 FAYETTE
COUNTY
2015
SPORTS
HALL
OF
FAME!
ACADEMICS,
ARTS AND
ATHLETICS
HALL OF FAME

WE LOVE YOU, POPE!
Bonnie, Morgan, Brooke,
Brennen, Kendall, Aaron & Satchel

Rhodes & Hammers Ad
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The Big 33 football game is played each summer in Hershey.
It always reminds me of the exploits of a former Uniontown
Red Raider great in the 1964 game.
Bennett Gregory was nicknamed “Pope” because his name
reminded folks of the Holy Father in Rome. Gregory was an
outstanding athlete in football, basketball and track for the
Red Raiders in the 1960’s.
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He was a part of three superb Uniontown football teams. In
1961 the Raiders posted an 8-1 mark in Gregory’s sophomore year; the lone loss to Mt. Lebanon, 21-20.
The 1962 season resulted in a perfect 10-0 record and the
WPIAL championship. In Gregory’s senior football season,
Uniontown went 7-1-1.
Gregory was a part of two WPIAL and PIAA Championship basketball teams, and one WPIAL Championship football team.
Uniontown defeated Norristown, 70-57 in the 1962 PIAA
state championship game. Uniontown ended its miracle run
with a 29-2 record.
Uniontown had lost to Bethlehem on Jan. 27, 1962 and the
Red Raiders went on to win 36 games in a row before they
ran into John Naponick and Norwin in the 1963 WPIAL basketball playoffs.
The loss to Norwin was a bitter pill for the Red Raiders to swallow.
According to former Uniontown standout Stu Lantz, “Ben Gregory and I were walking around the track at
Uniontown High School, not long after the Norwin loss.” We had begun working out for track and we saw
Coach Abe Everhart standing alone with his head down.
“Everhart was still devastated by the Norwin loss months later. Lantz says he and Gregory approached,
knowing what was still bothering him. Without missing a beat, Lantz says, Gregory walked up to Everhart
and said, “Don’t worry, Abe. We’ll win in for you next year.”
Gregory’s prophecy came true.
In 1964 Uniontown captured another PIAA State Championship with a 62-51 win over Plymouth-Whitemarsh.
The victory capped a perfect 28-0 season for the Red Raiders.
The Raiders got 19 points from Pat Yates, 16 points from Gregory, 13 from Jim Rae and 12 from Lantz in
cruising to the win.
“I couldn’t single out any one boy. I thought they all did a good job,” Uniontown Coach Abe Everhart said after the game. “Yates and Rae played their best ball of the tournament and Gregory was a steadying influence.
“Lantz is a better shooter than you saw tonight, but he got the ball off the board and hit two key tip ins for
us when we needed them.”
Gregory also excelled on the Uniontown track team. He was a three-year letterman in football, basketball
and track. Gregory was named All WPIAL Class AA and Honorable Mention All State in football in 1963
when he rushed for just shy of 1,000 yards and scored 97 points for the Red Raiders.
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He was accorded a position on the Pennsylvania Big 33 squad for the match up with the Texas All Stars in Hershey.
Gregory wound up starring in the game, as the Associated Press account of the game describes.

Gregory’s sensational fourth quarter touchdown run, the 185- pound speedster took a Texas punt on his
own 20-yard line, circled back to the 15, then raced down the left sideline behind a perfect wall of protection as the record throng of 23,251 at the Hershey Stadium roared with approval.
Tackles Greg Shelly of Souderton and George Katzenbach of Philadelphia Roxborough threw the key blocks
that sent Gregory on his way.’
“All I could think of was those fast Texas guys chasing me,” the Uniontown star laughed in describing his
scoring sprint.
Gregory and Lantz both decided after graduating in 1964 to attend the University of Nebraska.
“Ben Gregory and I had been together through junior high and high school and we wanted to go to the
same college,” Lantz explained.
“He was being recruited by the football program at Nebraska and when they came right after the football
season ended, we happened to have a basketball game that night. They stayed and watched the basketball
game and saw me and went back and reported and the rest became history.
Gregory fashioned a fine career at Nebraska starting out as an outside linebacker/running back and then
becoming primarily a fullback for the Cornhuskers. He was on two bowl teams. In 1965 Nebraska was undefeated at 10-0 before losing to Alabama 39-28 in the Orange Bowl.
In the third quarter of that game Gregory was on the receiving end of a 49-yard touchdown pass
from Bob Churchich.
In 1966 Nebraska went 9-1 and lost to Alabama 34-7 in the Sugar Bowl. In Gregory’s senior campaign the
Cornhuskers posted a 6-4 mark.
Gregory was a two-time All Big Eight Conference selection and finished with a career rushing total of 1,024
yards and nine rushing touchdowns.
He also caught 30 passes for 387 yards and three touchdowns. Gregory was a fifth round draft choice of the
Buffalo Bills after graduating from Nebraska in 1967.
He entered pro football with high hopes as he related to a sportswriter.
‘Ben Gregory hopes to make the name Ernie Davis live again. The late Ernie Davis was a sports idol for
young Ben when Gregory was a school boy in their home city of Uniontown, Davis went on to great exploits
as a Syracuse All-America, but died before he could bring the great potential to the pro ranks.
‘Gregory matriculated at the University of Nebraska and became the Cornhuskers’ top blocking back. Buffalo grabbed the 6-foot, 220-pounder in the last college draft and immediately measured him for running
shoes. Gregory vowed he would carry on in the tradition of Ernie Davis.’
Unfortunately Gregory’s pro career was cut short by a knee injury after he played in six games. His career
rushing total in Buffalo – 52 carries for 283 yards and one touchdown. He caught five passes for 21 yards.
The Bills were playing the Miami Dolphins in the Orange Bowl and Gregory took a pitch and rumbled around
end. Before the pain be remembers the green, the open field that lay before him if he could beat one man.
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‘Three sensational goal line stands and an 80-yard touchdown run by Uniontown’s Bennett Gregory sparked
the Keystone State to a 12-6 triumph Saturday night over Texas in the 1964 Big 33 high school All-Star football game.
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The guy made a leg tackle. Gregory spun away,
his body twirling while one of his knees stayed
still. He corkscrewed. Everything ripped. “It
tore my knee to shreds,” he told The Syracuse
Post-Standard.
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The next year the Bills brought in O.J. Simpson,
while Gregory hobbled around the sideline. When
it became clear that his football career was finished, Gregory asked the Bills for compensation.
The dispute got ugly. Gregory felt cheated, soured
on football. He went back to Nebraska and earned
a degree in sociology and then settled with his
wife in Denver.
Gregory spent the next few years trying to land
a teaching job. In the interim, he drove a truck,
worked all sorts of odd jobs to support a wife
and their two young children. He fought through
depression and spent years asking himself, “Why
me? What did I do?”
He drifted away from football and focused on his
two children.
Ben Gregory runs back punt for touchdown in the Big 33 game.
He worked as an elementary school teacher from
1974 to ‘82 and never went near a football field. He finally returned to coaching in 1982 as an assistant at
Denver East High School from 1982 to ‘86. He was then named head coach at Montebello High School in
Denver.
He created a big-play team that won 39 of the 52 games he coached through 1990. Then he was hired by
University of Colorado Coach Bill McCartney as running back coach.
Gregory coached 1994 Heisman Trophy winner Rashaan Salaam.
“This was a high point,” Gregory said at the time. “Sure, he’s a great talent and all that, but to me he’s just a
kid – a young person I’ve seen grow. He’s a young man I let cut my grass and wash my car over the summer.
That’s how I view him.”
Sadly Gregory passed away from a heart attack on April 10, 1997.
The Ben Gregory award was established in 1998, and is given annually by the Denver Area Football Officials
Association to a retired coach who was classy to opponents and officials.
Article provided by George Von Benko.
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The Beat Goes On.

Dedicated to the practice of Cardiac,
Thoracic and Vascular Surgery
and to serving the patients
in the Uniontown community.
1 Highland Square, Suite102
Uniontown PA 15401
724-430-2401

Ross F. DiMarco, Jr. M.D.
G. Frederick Woelfel, M.D.
Alice M. Pierce, M.D.
A. Reza Abrishamchian, M.D.

Uniontown • Pittsburgh • Washington • Upper St. Clair

CONGRATULATIONS TO
ALL RECIPIENTS!

John R. Richey, CLU, ChFC, CASL
Senior Financial Representative

randy.richey@nm.com
randyrichey.nm.com
1331 Connellsville Road, Suite 100
Lemont Furnace, PA 15456
Office: 724-550-4414
Fax: 724-550-4418
Cell: 724-323-1030
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WE HONOR THE PEOPLE

WHO INSPIRE US EVERY DAY.
UPMC Centers for Rehab Services, along with Jim Burns, PT,
and the staff at our Uniontown location are proud supporters
of the Uniontown High School Hall of Fame.

Affiliated with the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, UPMC is ranked among the nation’s best hospitals by U.S. News & World Report.

BCD-CRS-10311_uniontown_hall_of_fame_b.indd 1
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Here’s to our #1
Red Raider!!

With love and dedication of and for our
father,

James “Lash” Nesser
for his extraordinary life as a father, coach,
teacher, leader, mentor, community member and
true basketball legend
Our family honors him as he is inducted in to

The Uniontown School District Hall of Fame
September 11th, 2015
Wife
Martha Ann Nassif Nesser (deceased)
Children
Kathie & Tony Pasquarella --Jim Nesser -- Joe Nesser -- Lynne & Tom Barlow
Vince Nesser -- Steve & Bonnie Nesser -- Ellie Nesser --Lisa Nesser
Marianna & Randy Miller --Paula & Chris Rossetti -- Bertha Nesser (deceased)
Grandchildren
Natalie & Jamin Pastore --Valerie & Joe Koerschner – Joe & Christine Pasquarella
Nick Pasquarella --Matt Nesser -- Hillary Barlow -- Brigitte Barlow -- Thomas Barlow
Ashley Nesser --Stefanie & Frank Ambrose --Corey Nesser -- Nathan Nesser --Justin Miller
Kristin Miller -- Laurin Miller --Dominic Rossetti --Mia Rossetti
Great-Grandchildren
Gabriella Kathryn Koerschner -- Marliana Bea Ambrose
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JAMES “LASH” NESSER

COACH

Call him what you will, there has never been a more charismatic character prowling the sidelines in Fayette County sports
than the late James “Lash” Nesser.
At tiny Uniontown St. John and later at Uniontown High School
Nesser consistently turned out winning basketball squads and
had a profound effect on both students and adults.
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Nesser was born in Uniontown on August 5, 1921 and graduated Uniontown High School in 1939. The legend of Lash
Nesser started at St. Vincent College where he was a threesport star who earned his nickname as a baseball player (a
catcher, Nesser was said to have a whiplash-like throwing
arm). Nesser graduated from St. Vincent in 1946, after completing three years of military service.
He was a salesman for the American Tobacco Co. for a year
before returning to St. Vincent in 1947. He was approached
by Fr. Edmund, a priest at St. Vincent who told him of a coaching vacancy at a little Catholic high school in Uniontown.
“I really wanted to coach football, after playing three sports
at St. Vincent,” Nesser recalled in a 1981 interview. “I told
this to Fr. Edmund. But he said this friend of his needed a
basketball coach, and would I help him out. Well, I was short
on cash but long on charity and dedication, so I gave up a selling job that paid me as much a week as I would
make in a month of coaching, and that’s how I ended up at St. John’s.
“I think it was the idea of a challenge more than anything that got me into the coaching job. You get it into
your head to see if you can coach, and I accepted the challenge, becoming a fulltime teacher (7 subjects)
and coach. I thought I would give it a try for one year and see what came of it, but it turned out I had a lot
of fun and I’ve been at it ever since.”
Through some painstaking research I’ve been able to come up with a pretty accurate coaching mark for
Nesser at St. John’s give or take a couple of games. He compiled a 434-233 mark with the Eagles from 194849 until the school closed after the 1975-76 campaign.
His early career at St. John’s was a source of great pride and great memories for Nesser.
“Those were great years in county basketball,” he remembered. “Everybody was building a program, and we played anywhere and everywhere. We played upstairs in one building at Perryopolis, on
a dirt floor in Masontown, Immaculate Conception played in the basement of a church with pillars that
we had to weave around, and Dunbar Township had a court with a low ceiling at Leisenring where you
couldn’t shoot an arching set shot, but had to fire the ball on a straight line because you would hit
the ceiling.
“At Redstone, we played in the old “Glory Barn” with a stove on the floor that acted as a post
man for both teams, and we always packed plenty of Unguentine. One year we played in the Pittsburgh Catholic League and we played over a meat market. At Point Marion we played in a skating rink and Uniontown played at Lafayette Junior High until 1954. Honestly those were great days in
county basketball.”
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JAMES “LASH” NESSER

Nesser was known for his sideline antics and was one of the more animated scholastic coaches in America.
He went after players and officials with a big booming voice. During a game he would gnaw on his knuckles.
“With my big burly voice, a lot of people get the wrong impression,” Nesser said in a 1983 Pittsburgh Press
profile. “Even when I talk in a normal voice people say, ‘Look at him hollering at those kids.’”
“A lot of it was us and a lot of what happened was Coach Nesser,” former St. John’s star Larry Fisher stated.
“He was just the type of coach that might have screamed and hollered and did all that crazy stuff and a lot
of people said they went to the games just to watch him, but he motivated us.”
“Coach Nesser’s record is 25 or 30 years of victory,” Phil Wooddy a former Eagle who resides in San Diego
offered. “He was bigger than life and he was four feet wide and all muscle and he scared everybody to death.
He would chase everybody into the lockeroom screaming and corporal punishment was not unheard of. He
was a born leader.”
Nesser captured the PCIAA state Catholic Association Championship in 1965 when St. John’s downed Williamsport St. Joseph 64-62 and he guided the Eagles to a state semi final spot in 1962 and the final in 1976.
“It wasn’t all coaching, I can assure you,” Nesser said in 1981. “Really it was a matter of participation and
pride. Even the Nuns got caught up in the spirit of the games, and St. John had tremendous spirit. Their pep
rallies were classics and their cheering at games was outstanding, everybody participated. People followed
us to other schools and many times we brought more fans with us than the home team had going for them.”
When St. John’s closed its doors in 1976 Nesser took over the coaching reins at Uniontown High School
where he compiled an 11 year record of 246-64 with a WPIAL championship and a state title in 1981. He is
one of the few coaches with a Catholic Championship and a PIAA Championship on his resume. His combined career won-loss total at St. John’s and Uniontown is 680-297.
Nesser and the Red Raiders defeated Springfield Delco 73-61 to capture the PIAA title in 1981 and they did
it without a player taller than 6-foot-2.
“I doubt I’ll ever have a team like them again,” Nesser said following the victory. “We’ll probably have a decent team next season. But you just don’t get teams with that size playing the way that they played.”
Nesser’s assistant former Uniontown standout Willie Bryant said coaching alongside Nesser was an experience he’ll never forget.
“All the stories are true,” Bryant said. “Let your mind do the imagining. I remember when we won the state
title and the governor was in and I had to speak for a few minutes and I sat beside Lash’s wife Martha and I
said I’m the only man that slept with her husband for two days without getting a divorce. He’d go to sleep
with that cigar burning in his hand and I’d figure we’re going to burn to death before the day is over. He was
something; he was a character from the days of coaching at St. John’s. During the season my side was one
big bruise from him hitting me when he got excited.”
Nesser passed away on December 2, 1988 at the age of 67.
One of Nesser’s fiercest coaching rivals was former Geibel Coach Ken Misiak who believes that Nesser was
more than just a coach.
“You can look at his record,” Misiak said. “But his greatest attribute was molding young men into adults.”
Article provided by George Von Benko.
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His players loved him.

“LASH” –
We could not have gotten where we are today without
your guidance and tutelage.
Congratulations to your family on the honor that is being bestowed
on you today by the Uniontown Area High School Hall of Fame
St. John’s Eagle baseball and basketball teams 1960-1961-1962
Dr. Charles Yezbak – 1960
Attorney Simon B. John – 1960
Mark John – 1962
Sadie John Kreck – 1966
Anne John McDyer – 1976

Congratulations to our brother-in-law,
James“Lash” Nesser,
Disney Simon and
Dr. Joseph John
for their induction into the
Uniontown School District’s Hall of Fame!
Dr. & Mrs. N. Joseph Nassif,
Anna R. Nassif, Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Nassif
and George Nassif

BEST WISHES

to the Uniontown Area High School
Academics, Arts and Athletics Hall of Fame
from the proud alma mater of
legendary basketball coach,
the late Lash Nesser,
2015 Hall of Fame Honoree
s

Please visit our website at
www.uhshalloffame.org

Latrobe, Pa. | www.stvincent.edu
QUALIT Y EDUCATION IN THE BENEDICTINE TRADITION
2185
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL INDUCTEES!
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How many ways will you
have fun?
Everyone has fun on a trip to Nemacolin Woodlands. We have great
family activities like an Adventure Center, swimming, bowling and even
a thousand foot zip line that soars above the trees. But we also feature
championship golf courses, a Jeep® Off-Road Driving Academy, fine
dining and a world-class spa for those who think there is nothing more
exciting than looking forward to a relaxing massage. To plan a quick
visit or a long weekend call 866.486.6957 or visit nemacolin.com.

Expect the Unexpected.
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JAMES LUCIDI and SCOTT ROBATIN AGENCIES
462 Morgantown Street
Uniontown, PA 15401
724-438-6699

James Lucidi’s email:
J.Lucidi@american-national.com

Scott Robatin’s email:
Scott.Robatin@american-national.com

UHS Graduate of 1978

UHS Graduate of 1982
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RON KILGORE

From the time Ron cut up pieces of scrap metal with his father’s hacksaw in the basement until now, his entire career
has been about cutting metal and metal cutting machines.

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

It’s called the Machine Tool industry. Machine Tools are
called the mother of all machines. They are involved with
producing the equipment that makes everything comprised
from metal or plastic. Your iPhone case was made by a machine tool. Your Grandmother’s new hip or knee was made
by a machine tool.Car and airplane parts, the mold for anything made from plastic and much more was made by a machine tool.
Ron is currently the Machining Center Product General Manager at Doosan Infracore, the 4th largest machine tool builder in the world, based in South Korea. They produce 15,000
machines per year of 300 different models. Prices range
from $ 50,000 to over $ 900,000. Some of Doosan’s customers that you may recognize: John Deere-farm equipment,
Caterpillar-earth moving equipment, Boeing-airplanes, Baldor-electric motors, Cameron-oil well drilling equipment,
Colt-firearms, Dana and Eaton-automotive parts, Joe Gibbs
Racing-NASCAR, John Hopkins-implants, and Laurel Machine-a local machine shop in Connellsville.
Kilgore’s 41 year career was spent with several schools and companies as he moved from student to operator, programmer, applications engineer, manager and then to general manager. In 1976 he graduated from
Uniontown Area High School and Fayette County Area Vocational-Technical School. Ron’s career started
when his Vo-Tech teacher, Mr. William Hoff, recommended him to work as a machine operator at Rockwell
International, now known as Sensus, on Gallatin Ave. While at Rockwell, Ron completed programming classes for Computer Numerical Control machines at California University of Pennsylvania. This allowed him to
move on to Union Switch and Signal in Swissvale PA as a programmer where he gained valuable experience
with a variety of machine tools.
In 1985 Ron moved to Long Island, New York to become an Applications Engineer for Okuma America, a Japanese Machine Tool Builder. While there he met his wife, Helen, of twenty-five years and in 1989 they were
moved to Charlotte, North Carolina by the company. They went from a married couple to a family with the
birth of their two daughters, Constance and Christen, in the following years. During the family’s ten years in
Charlotte, Ron completed the remaining coursework needed for his degree. He transferred the credits back
to California University of Pennsylvania to earn his Bachelor of Science in Manufacturing Engineering (1993).
Ron’s last move was to New Jersey for his current position with Doosan Infracore as General Manager of
Machining Center Products. He is responsible for the sales and technical support of Doosan’s Machining
Center Products within North and South America. For his career, Ron has traveled throughout the US as well
as South Korea, Japan, Venezuela, England, Mexico and Canada. While traveling, Ron worked closely with
machine tool distributor salesmen to explain upgrades and new models of machines. As a member of the
Doosan Product Development Council he suggests new products to develop and improvements to exist-
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Since an article was published in the Herald Standard on November 2, 2014 about his former teacher Mr. William Hoff at Fayette County Career & Technical Institute, Ron has been working with the Executive Director,
Dr. Ed Jeffreys and the Machine Production Instructor at FCCTI, Chris Johnson to find ways to benefit the
school and students. In February 2015 he arranged for a tour and training session at Kennametal in Latrobe
for the Machine Production students. Kennametal is one of the largest makers of carbide tooling for the
metal cutting industry with offices and factories around the globe. The tour of the Research and Development facility for carbide was followed by a training session on basic metal cutting techniques using carbide
tooling. At present, there is a shortage of young talent entering the manufacturing industry. It is Ron’s hope
to encourage more students to pursue careers in manufacturing through the partnership of businesses and
schools.
Ron’s wife, Helen, received her degree in School Psychology and worked as a School Psychologist in North
Carolina before Constance’s birth. Later, as a stay at home mom, Helen actively involved herself in Constance
and Christen’s school and extracurricular activities. In May 2015, Constance graduated Summa Cum Laude
from Kutztown University of Pennsylvania with a bachelor’s degree in Communication Design. One month
later, Christen graduated from Roxbury High School in New Jersey with high honors and will be attending
James Madison University in Virginia to pursue a degree in Athletic Training. Ron’s parents, Ronald and Patricia (Garcher), still live in his hometown, Smock. He has two brothers, Gregory (deceased) and Bruce and two
sisters, Patty Franks and Pamela Kumor.
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on	
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ing models. He remarked, “The manufacturing industry has changed, it is no longer a dirty physical job; it is
highly technical requiring specialized training and excellent problem solving skills.”

CONGRATULATIONS
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES!

Kezmarsky
Funeral Home
Stephen E. Kezmarsky, III
Director, Owner
71 Pennsylvania Avenue
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-437-7555
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KACIE’S SPORTS CAFE
STOP IN AND SEE US
CALL FOR DAILY SPECIALS
OPEN DAILY FROM 7AM – 3PM

TOM VERNON, OWNER
65 Lebanon Avenue, Uniontown, PA 15401

724-550-4126

CONGRATULATIONS
AND BEST WISHES
TO ALL 2015
INDUCTEES!

JOBY’S GULF
24 Hour Towing Service
100 South Beeson Avenue
Uniontown, PA 15401

724-438-0681
724-437-2359
Joby Cantalamessa – Dealer & Owner
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1962 FOOTBALL TEAM

It was quite a year for Uniontown High
School athletics in 1962. In March
Abe Everhart’s Red Raider basketball
squad captured the state championship and in November Bill Power’s
football team won the WPIAL Class AA
football title.

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

The 1962 Red Raider football team
was honored on Friday night Oct. 12,
2012. The gridders were recognized at
halftime of the football game between
First Row: Left to Right: B. Jenkins, D. Newcomer, T. Mercadante, J. Carter,
Uniontown and Trinity at Uniontown’s
F. Myers, N. Caromano, J. Zentkovich, T. Bubonovich, J. Kovar, C. CarbonBill Power Stadium.
ara, T. Kovach, R. Brashear, P. Zimcosky,
Row 2: Coach J. Kruper, Coach J. Yourchik, Manager C. Crago, J. Bates, D. The Raiders had 13 team members on
Burke, C. DeCarlo, D. Chisnell, K. Kayatin, R. Kish, P. Keating, R. Ostrosky, hand for the ceremony.
W. Shimansky, F. Tarpley, P. Yezbak, Coach L. Kaltenbach
“It’s great that they did this,” former
Row 3: G. Galida, A. Jackson, G. Brain, J. Manning, P. Smith, J. Red Raider halfback Fred “Cyclone”
Kacmar, G. Coldren, R. Sepic, P. Yates, M. Elder, B. Gregory, T. Fee, Head Tarpley observed. “It’s great to see
some of the old guys I haven’t seen for
Coach W. Power.

quite awhile.”
“It seems hard to believe it’s been 53-years, it went by very fast,” former Red Raider tackle Carl
“Putsy” Carbonara stated. “I’ve got to hand it to Tony Mercadante for organizing this. He’s a go-getter,
he calls me every week and wants to know what I’m doing and where I’m at, he was the driving force
behind this.”
The 1962 Red Raiders posted a 10-0 record knocking off Fairchance-Georges 41-0, Trinity 26-6, Redstone
38-14, Washington 35-6, Baldwin 38-6, Charleroi 27-13, Mt. Lebanon 14-7, Connellsville 54-0, Brownsville
41-13 and Johnstown 12-0. The Raiders were awarded the title because they had the highest Gardner Points
rating.
A 12-0 victory over Johnstown on the road in the rain and mud put the Red Raiders over the top. It was
Uniontown’s first WPIAL Class AA football title.
“We won the WPIAL title - at that time they had the Gardner Points system and if you finished first - it was us
and Hempfield and we were hand in hand,” Raiders’ senior quarterback Pete Smith explained. “But something happened with them.
“But we beat Johnstown up at their stadium in the rain on a Friday night 12-0 and we ended up being in first
place in the Gardner Points system - so there was no need to have a playoff - we were undisputed champs.”
One of the highlights of the season was beating Mt. Lebanon 14-7. In 1961 the Red Raiders had posted an
8-1 mark - the only blemish was a loss to Mt. Lebanon 21-20.
“There was about four minutes left in the game and we were tied 7-7,” Smith said. “We took the ball all the
way down the field and scored with about a minute left to beat them.”
“We went all the way down the field,” Raiders’ senior end Ron Sepic recalled. “We drove it all the way down
80-yards and I think the intensity was there for the guys. We wanted to win the game, and we were kind of

- 68 -

TEAMS

1962 FOOTBALL TEAM

doing a little bit of a payback because the year before we played at Mt. Lebanon and that was the only game
that we lost. The score was 21-20 and they called back two touchdowns on us, so we were really ready to
beat Mt. Lebanon at home our senior year.”
“Coach Power was a good guy,” Carbonara said. “It hard to find someone like him today as far as I’m concerned. He promoted football, he ate football, he slept football, everyday was football. Plus he was a good
teacher and was fair.”
“Coach Power was a very nice person,” Smith stated. “He wasn’t the typical person you would think of like
some of these football coaches that would spit tobacco and start swearing. He was a class act.”
“Bill Power was a very smart football coach,” Sepic opined. “He was very well organized. His scouting program was excellent and the team concept of how he broke the team down into different groups. I thought
he was just a great organizer and he was never a man that really lost his temper.
“You wanted to play for him out of respect and that was the same thing with Abe (Everhart) in basketball. He
was the same way - Abe was a guy that you wanted to play for. You didn’t fear him, but you respected him.
You knew they both knew what they were doing and they got the most out of their athletes.”
The foundation for the Red Raiders success was formed at football camp before the season started.
“Camp was like the Mojave desert up at Clearfield,” Carbonara remembered. “We wanted water and you
know what kind we had to drink – it was egg water, the nastiest stuff. In the mornings we put on cold uniforms
from the dew still hanging on them. It was like the pros.”
Looking back Red Raiders halfback John “Monk” Manning has fond memories of some of the 1962 squad.
“That team really jelled together – the line – it wasn’t big, but it was a quick and there were some unselfish
people on that line – and they would block and open holes. We had a close team and we had fun together,”
Manning said.
Uniontown never trailed in a game during the 1962 campaign.
“When I was a sophomore we had a good football team, but it didn’t play together as a team,” Sepic recalled. “There was a little bit of dissension and we were, I believe 3-6. Our junior year we lost one game to
Mt. Lebanon.
“Most of the players on that team came back the next year and we were hungry. That helped us become
the championship team that we were. That last game we played against Johnstown was in the mud, we had
a team meeting before kickoff. They said we could possibly get the game called and play at a later date because it was so bad. We took a vote and decided we came here and wanted to play and were ready and we
beat them 12-0. There was no way anybody was going to deny us. That was the spirit on that team.”
Article provided by George Von Benko.
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Coach Bill Power was the driving force behind Uniontown’s success.

DR. CHARLES MACHESKY

ADMINISTRATOR

2015 UNIONTOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL HALL OF FAME

Years from now, people will remember Dr. Charles Machesky
as the million-dollar superintendent. For a decade, he oversaw the workings of the Uniontown Area School District in a
paid capacity. But in April 2012, on the cusp of retirement,
he did something that many people wouldn’t understand.
He decided to keep working in the same role, for free.
“Chuck is not one to sit home and be idle,” said his wife,
Mary Machesky. “Being as he doesn’t have hobbies such as
golfing, fishing, hunting, he needs to work. It’s his passion.
He loves what he was doing. He thought he was ready to
retire, but I knew in his heart that he wasn’t ready to retire.”
It’s three years later, and he’s still not ready to retire from his
life as an education administrator.
Rather then step down and continue his life in retirement he
chose to rededicate his time and efforts toward the betterment of the students, taxpayers and all other stakeholders of
the district. During his tenure he has completed numerous
documented educational and financial initiatives that have
positively impacted the district. He has spent his entire life
in the Uniontown District and his loyalty, passion, dedication
and enthusiasm for the district continue to be directed to
our educational community
This year, his years of free service were extended for an additional five years as the Uniontown Area School
Board approved a new, salary-free contract with him. “He is good at his job. He’s also one of the smartest
people I’ve ever met,” said Pamela Cantalamessa, retired home and school visitor for UASD. “He knows
education, and believe me when I tell you, they’re getting a great bargain, because he’s done everything in
that district.
Since Nov. 8, 1953, Charles Machesky has lived within the city of Uniontown. He, his father, his wife, and his
three daughters all graduated from Uniontown Area High School.
Chuck served as a member of Uniontown Board of School Directors from 1984-1985 and Mayor of the City
of Uniontown from 1986 – 1993.
Machesky began his career in education in December, 1974 as a special education teacher. Additionally, he
served as head football and head wrestling coach at Belle Vernon Area High School, and as a PIAA wrestling
official.
In 1992 he became principal of A.J. McMullen, Marclay, and Wharton Schools of the Uniontown Area School
District. In 1998 he was appointed as the first Supervisor of Special Education at Uniontown, and finally in
2002 Dr Machesky became the Superintendent of the Uniontown Area School District
Chuck relates: “In my studies for my doctoral program, they said there’s two kinds of superintendents career-bound and place-bound,” Charles Machesky said. “One of the professors at the time, Dr. Sue Goodwin,
shouted out and pointed me out in class and said, Chuck Machesky is place bound. Dr. Goodwin said Chuck
Machesky is at Uniontown and Chuck Machesky will stay at Uniontown.”
His wife echoed Dr. Goodwin’s sentiments. “He loves the school district,” Mary Machesky said. “He knows
the community, he knows the people, they know him. .When you’re from a small-town community, I think it
gives a better insight into the workings of it. …”We’re Red Raiders, true and true.”
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As a resident of Fayette County, Charles Machesky is hopeful the negative image that
seems to plague it would be lifted, and that
he has a part in that over the next five years.
“This is something good,” he said. “Something good is happening in the Uniontown
community, and I believe it’s going to take efforts from a multitude of people in this community. It’s time that this negative image of
Fayette County ceases, and we move forward
– we work together and move forward.”
Looking ahead, he realizes that the road will
not be easy. “We continue to, as other school
districts do, to struggle with cuts being made
from the state, and it affecting programs,” he
said.
According to Charles Machesky, his main
goals are to continue to strengthen the academic achievement of students, to meet the
needs that some students have beyond academics and live up to the fiscal responsibility the district has for the students.
For anyone who would question Charles Machesky’s motives for doing what he has set out to do, his wife
would ask them to walk a day in his shoes. “I would tell them they would have to walk in his shoes and actually understand who he is and see what he does,” she said. “They don’t see the drive, the passion, what he
does, how he works at his job, what he’s done for the teachers, the students, the community. He’s for the
education of the Uniontown School District. He’s for them and there’s a passion there.”
“There’s a lot of good that comes out of this community and our surrounding communities, and I want to be
a part of it,” he said. “I cannot see myself doing anything else than what I’m doing now.”
Machesky has been married to the former Mary Elardo, UHS Class of 1972 for over 40 years. They are the
parents of three daughters, Elizabeth, UHS Class of 1999 and twins, Angela and Suzanne, UHS Class of 2002.
As many of the previous inductees into the Uniontown Area High School Hall of Fame, he credits his years
spent at the high school as forming a strong foundation for his life journey.
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ADMINISTRATOR

Uniontown Area
School District
Board of Directors and
Administrators
Congratulate…

Dr. Charles D.
Machesky
for his induction
to the
Uniontown Area
High School
Academics, Arts
and Athletics Hall
of Fame
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Congratulations to
Dr. Charles D. Machesky
Class of 1971

On Your Induction Into
the
Uniontown High School
Hall of Fame
Love,
Your Family
Mary

Class of 1972

Elizabeth Class of 1999
& Senyo
Angela Class of 2002
& DJ
Suzanne Class of 2002
& Charles

We’re Proud to Have Shared In Your
Accomplishments and
Service to Our Community
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PRESENT THIS
FOR
$500 OFF
ON YOUR NEXT
PURCHASE!
Expires 12/31/15
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ALMA MATER
Uniontown!

FIGHT SONG

O Uniontown!

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the morning.

Our Alma Mater dear

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the night.

We Thy sons and daughters join

Every Raider knows when the whistle blows,

In hearty praise and cheer,

We will fight whenever we choose.

Maroon and White our colors fair

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the morning.

We’ll love and cherish too
Uniontown!

O

We’ll fight, fight, fight in the night.

Uniontown!

We are bound to win today,

To Thee we’ll e’er be true.

As we travel on our way.
We will fight, fight, fight, fight, fight.
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Congratulations to all of the Uniontown High School
2015 Hall of Fame Inductees!!!

ongratulations
C
To the UHS 2014
2015
Hall of Fame Inductees
Hall
Inductees
Uniontown Area High School

Red Raiders

